
Mirning 
Traditional
Owners
advise on 
Nullarbor 
NRM work 

to better protect rockholes and old flint 
working areas.

It was agreed that any plans for track 
closures would be shown to the Mirning 
Advisors prior to commencing work.

Assessment and Maintenance

NR AW’s Coast and Marine Officer 
Yasmin Wolf coordinated track mapping 
along a 200km section of the Nullarbor 
Plain to identify and classify sites of 
high risk, map cultural access roads 

and determine surplus tracks. The 
area assessed extended south of (and 
included) the new Eyre Highway to 
the coast and between the Yalata 
boundary and the WA/SA border. 
In this zone, 560 km of tracks were 
identified within the 200 km section 
with a number of tracks leading to the 
same destination. These surplus tracks 
will be rationalised with community 
consultation in the future to determine 
where closures should occur.

While the mapping contractor worked, 
the Mirning Traditional Owners, 
Clem Lawrie, Dorcas Miller and Verna 
Lawrie advised NR AW’s Project Officer 
Nathan Williams about areas of cultural 
importance. This was vital to ensuring 
that significant Aboriginal heritage areas 
remain and that visitors to the area do 
not unknowingly cause damage. 

Community Consultation and 
Involvement

The information collected during 
the mapping stage will later inform 
community consultation sessions to 
ensure that the traditional owners 
are able to influence decision making. 
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Country: NRM on the Nullarbor

Natural Resources Alinytjara Wilurara’s 
(NR AW) focus on healthy country 
planning for the Nullarbor region is 
informed by the Traditional Owners of 
the region, the Mirning people.

Funded through the Australian 
Government’s coastal competitive 
fund, staff from the Natural Resources 
Centre in Ceduna worked with Mirning 
Cultural Advisors in April this year to 
review tracks, upgrade signage and 
assess maintenance priorities along 
the Nullarbor Plain in SA’s Far West.

Mirning Cultural Advice

The Mirning Advisors requested that 
signs be placed south of Border Village 
in language as well as English, pointing 
out that it is important to respect the 
area and its cultural heritage. This 
signage would instruct visitors not 
to move rocks around and to stay off 
revegetated and closed areas. They 
also suggested that the creation of 
defined parking areas would reduce 
damage to the area.

A number of tracks were identified as 
needing to be closed or altered in the 
Wilsons Bluff area, as well as the need 

Clem Lawrie, cleaning out a coastal rockhole

Dorcas Miller and Verna Lawrie near Merdeyerrah
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Sensitive cultural information captured 
will not be included on consultation 
maps. Tailored maps will be created for 
consultation to ensure that culturally 
sensitive information is kept from being 
inappropriately viewed.

Appropriate signage and community 
involvement in decision making 
processes will ensure that we can make 
well informed decisions for greater 
protection of this unique and fragile 
environment. 

Managing Risks

During the course of the mapping, many 
previous track closures in the area were 
found to have been reopened or had 
new tracks alongside them.

Visitors will continue to come to this 
region so, taking this into account the 
challenge is to offer the best possible 
outcomes for the environment and 
preservation of cultural heritage by 
putting in appropriate and safe access. 

One of the greatest concerns is that 
tourists, particularly those not used to 
distance driving may easily misjudge 
driving around the cliff edges. There 
was clear evidence of vehicles pushing 
through tracks alongside and extremely 
close to the cliff and of campsites set 
up right at the lip of the cliff. One cliff 
track had collapsed into the ocean 
without any warning signage.

A risk assessment was undertaken 
at each site along the Nullarbor cliff 
edge to determine if there was a risk 
of drive off and/or potential track 
collapse. The tracks were classified 
into high, medium and low categories 
with 55 risk sites identified along the 
200km section. Additional hazards 
identified during the mapping included 
roll over risks down escarpments and 
track washouts. To ensure that the 
risk classification was appropriate 
with DEWNR and National Park risk 
management processes this was 
followed up 2 weeks later by Natural 
Resources Eyre Peninsula (NR EP) 
Regional Services Officer Anthony 

Kennedy and Graduate Ranger Aislinn 
O’Neill. Anthony and Aislinn spent a 
week on the Nullarbor Plain evaluating 
the risks and determining a course of 
action for each site to ensure that the 
risks to the general public, researchers 
and visitors is managed and mitigated. 
These assessments have been vital for 
the project and will form the basis of 
all works to be undertaken in the first 
stage of the project.

Future works

The project will be divided into 3 stages 
with risk management prioritised in the 
first stage to ensure that visitor safety  
is significantly improved. 

The second stage will be the closure of  
access to significant cultural areas with the 
last stage focussing on closure of surplus 
tracks.

It appeared that most of the tracks that 
had been created along the Nullarbor 
Plain within the 200km zone, were due 
to visitors seeking camping and parking 
areas. Some of the tracks snaked inland 
as visitors to the area go off road in 
search of an appropriate place to camp 
for the night. 

Further discussions with the 
Department of Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure may be required 
around rationalisation of camping and 
parking areas along the Nullarbor Plain 
to reduce the impact and damage that 
visitors are causing to this unique area.

Dorcas Miller at Nullarbor Homestead

Clem Lawrie at the Western Australian, South 
Australian borderRope cut on cliff barrier fencing

Road to cliff edge, no signage

High risk areas, cliffs undercut


