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HELPING OUR THREATENED 
ANIMALS SURVIVE
The Eyre Peninsula region is where the ‘East 
meets the West’ in terms of Australian animals, 
resulting in a unique mixture of species.  
A number of animals exist here that are  
found nowhere else in the world. We call  
these species ‘endemic’. 

Unfortunately, the region has close to 120 
vertebrate animal species that are threatened, 
to varying degrees, with extinction in the wild. 
Some of these species are recognised by 
legislation as nationally threatened while others 
are recognised as threatened in South Australia.

In a local community conservation effort, 
volunteers, community groups, land holders 
and environmental organisations are 
working together towards the recovery of 
Eyre Peninsula’s threatened animals.
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If ANIMALS bEcOME ExTINcT 
wHAT DOES IT MEAN TO US?

Our native animals are not only 
fascinating to watch, they are an 
important part of natural ecosystems. 
Ecosystems provide us with many 
services that we rely on every day, 
for example a liveable climate, plant 
pollination and clean water. To function 
effectively our ecosystems need a high 
diversity of plants and animals.

Some of the services that native animals 
provide include:

plant pollination and seed dispersal 
(e.g. nectar-feeding birds)

pest control (e.g. insectivorous bats, 
gliding possums and birds)

nutrient cycling (e.g. herbivorous 
animals channel plant material back 
to the soil)

healthy waterways  
(e.g. herbivorous native fish  
control aquatic weed growth)

human life experiences  
(e.g. cultural, intellectual  
and spiritual)

human food (e.g. seafood industries).
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Diamond Firetail Vulnerable (Sa) Heath Goanna rare (Sa)

wHAT IS THREATENING OUR NATIVE ANIMALS?
A number of threatening processes affect the ability of Eyre Peninsula’s 
animals to survive and reproduce. Common threats include:

alteration of fire patterns 

changes in water flows and patterns 

climate change 

competition with introduced animals for resources (e.g. shelter or food)

habitat clearance, fragmentation and degradation 

spread of introduced diseases and root rot fungus (Phytophthora)

predation by introduced animals (e.g. Foxes and Cats) 

increasing salinity 

weed invasion (e.g. Bridal Creeper) 

human recreational and industrial activity.
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Common Brushtail Possum rare (Sa)  Sandhill Dunnart EndAngErEd (Aus)

Feral Cat Bushfire damage



wHAT ARE wE DOING TO HELP?
We are contributing to the recovery of Eyre Peninsula’s threatened 
animals by producing and implementing recovery plans for those 
species most at risk of extinction. The plans set out recovery actions, 
which aim to:

obtain baseline information about the threatened animal 

identify and eliminate or control threatening processes 

reduce the risk of catastrophic events (e.g. bushfire) and predation

improve community and stakeholder awareness and involvement 

determine areas of critical and potential habitat

improve habitat quantity and quality

re-introduce threatened animals to areas as appropriate 

monitor threatened animal populations and habitat

evaluate the success of recovery actions. 
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HOw DO THREATENED 
ANIMAL NUMbERS VARy 
AcROSS EyRE PENINSULA?

The Australian landscape has 
been classified into bioregions 
using the Interim Biogeographic 
regionalisation for Australia 
(IBrA) system. Bioregions are 
classified based on environmental 
characteristics such as climate, 
geology, landforms and vegetation. 
They are further categorised into 
‘associations’ at a regional scale. 

This map compares different IBrA 
associations within Eyre Peninsula in 
terms of the number of threatened  
animal species recorded. given  
that different animals have different 
habitat needs and threats are 
varied across the landscape, some 
IBrA associations will support higher 
numbers of threatened animal 
species than others.

Distribution based on the number of threatened animal species 
present within Ibra association

Fox baiting to reduce predation risk

Monitoring threatened animal populations
Improving habitat quality:                                                                             
an Eyre Peninsula Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo in a nest box



HOw cAN I HELP?
Everyone can be involved in helping 
to save threatened species. 

Please be aware of native animals 
and help preserve them by: 

controlling introduced animals 
to reduce competition and 
predation 

controlling weeds to improve 
habitat 

reporting illegal wildlife collection 
and illegal vegetation clearance 

using sustainable sources of 
firewood and leaving wood for 
wildlife habitat (e.g. dead trees 
with hollows, and logs) 
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taking photos instead of 
disturbing native animals 

being a responsible pet owner 
by keeping your cats inside or 
enclosed in your backyard and 
keeping dogs on-leash at all times 

joining your local landcare, 
Friends of Parks, or similar group 
and looking after a threatened 
animal population 

reporting sightings of threatened 
animals to the West region dEh 
office so they can be used to 
help plan future management 

volunteer to get involved in 
threatened fauna recovery on 
Eyre Peninsula.
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Submit a volunteering registration form on our website or contact:
department for Environment and heritage,West region 
75 liverpool Street, Port lincoln SA 5606
PO Box 22, Port lincoln SA 5606
Phone: (61 8) 8688 3111

Email: WestBioConservation@saugov.sa.gov.au

For further information visit: www.environment.sa.gov.au/biodiversity/west_bcp
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REfUGES AND RE-INTRODUcTIONS
Eyre Peninsula’s offshore islands provide important refuges for a number of 
threatened species. most of these islands are free from introduced predators 
(e.g. Foxes and Cats) and direct human impacts are limited.

Threatened species found on our region’s offshore islands include: 

nuyts Archipelago Southern Brown Bandicoot

Pearson Island Black-footed rock Wallaby

greater Stick-nest rat

Brush-tailed Bettong (western subspecies)

greater Bilby.

With appropriate levels of predator control and ecological restoration, 
mainland locations can be suitable for re-introductions of threatened 
animals. mainland re-introductions have occurred in Venus Bay Conservation 
Park (Brush-tailed Bettong and greater Bilby) and lincoln national Park 
(Brush-tailed Bettong and malleefowl). 
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Greater Stick-nest Rat Vulnerable (aus)

Brush-tailed Bettong rare (Sa)

Greater Bilby Vulnerable (aus)

Beach Slider rare (Sa) Hooded Plover Vulnerable (Sa)

Red-lored Whistler                        
Vulnerable (aus)

Eyre Peninsula Southern Emu-wren 
Vulnerable (aus) 


