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1. 

 

Air quality - problems and solutions 
Before action plans can be developed we need to understand the current situation. Students can use this tool to gather information about Waste problems in the 

school, and to propose actions to improve the situation. Locations of problems can be indicated on the school map. Agreed actions can be documented in the School 

Environment Management Plan (SEMP).   

1. Indoor air pollution and noise 

Item Potential problems and solutions (visual check) Notes  Actions 

Noise What is the source of any noise pollution created 

inside the class or school? 

  

What noises from outside can be heard in the 

classroom? 

What is the source of these noises? 

  

Odours Are there any emissions from photocopiers? 

(Describe them.) 

  

Are there strong odours of paint in rooms? 

(Describe them.) 

  

Are there odours of rotting food? (Describe them.)   

Are there any other odours?   
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2. 

 

2. Outdoor air pollution and noise 

Item Potential problems and solutions (visual check) Notes Actions 

Wind When there are issues with air quality, work out 

which direction the wind is coming from and 

record this. 

Wet a clean finger, hold it up in the air and turn it 

to face all directions. When it feels coolest it is 

facing the direction the wind is coming from. Or 

make a simple weather vane to indicate wind 

direction. Consider: 

 Does the wind carry noise or smells from 

outside the school? 

 If so, identify what they are and where they’re 

from 

  

Transport Do nearby roads create problems with noise, 

odours or pollution? 

Are noise and fumes from roads (e.g. from cars, 

trucks) screened from the school by walls, 

buildings or plants? 

  

Do student drop-off zones create a problem with 

traffic congestion around the school gates in the 

morning or afternoon?   

What is the impact of this congestion? 

  

Local 

houses 

Take note of any of the following coming from 

nearby houses: 

 burning smells 

 smoke 

 dust in the air 

 pollen 

 other odours (smells) 

  

Local 

industry 

Are any local industries causing odours or 

excessive noise? 

  

 


