
 

Children’s Voice in Sustainability 
What is children’s voice?
We often talk about ‘youth voice’ or ‘student voice’ with 
older (primary to high school age) children in mind, but it is 
vitally important to recognise that even the youngest 
members of our society have valuable contributions to 
make to their own learning.  

One way of defining children’s voice is ‘children’s 
expression of their meaning through talk and other ways, 
such as visual arts, dance, movement, song, music, poetry, 
photography, drawing, drama and writing.’1 

Key elements of successfully implementing children’s voice: 

 problem-based or inquiry-based learning, which 
encourages children to do the thinking 
themselves to find innovative solutions  

 authentic learning design, whereby feedback 
from children is captured and analysed to help 
feed into broader initiatives  

 opportunities for rich, real-world learning  

The Department of Education and Child Development 
(DECD) has published a clear and helpful guide for 
facilitating this process, which can be adapted easily to an 
early childhood setting2. 

 

How can NRM Education support your 
children’s voice programs? 
A whole site approach is crucial in achieving authentic 
children's voice; that is, any projects or initiatives with this 
focus must be promoted across the site, shared with 
parents and the community, and formally supported and 
guided by management3.  

Various service providers, including NRM Education, can 
assist with the delivery of children's voice through:  

 sharing and networking events for educators and 
site leaders 

 planning tools and resources 

 PD for educators to effectively support children’s 
voice and sustainability programs at their sites 

 case studies of successful children’s voice at 
other sites 

All of our programs take an Education for Sustainability 
(EfS) approach. This puts the emphasis less on awareness 
raising, and more on fostering a deeper understanding of 
sustainability issues and how to work towards solutions. 
Early learning centres provide ideal settings for this kind of 
child-driven, inquiry-based learning. 

What does it look like? 
Blackwood Kindergarten participates annually in 
Clean Up Australia Day with parents and children. In 
2016, this led to children wanting to get the message 
out to community about not dropping rubbish in the 
first place. The centre contacted their NRM Education 
Officer and borrowed a drain stencilling kit.  Children 
painted slogans on drain covers reading, “Drains are 
just for rain”. Word spread about this initiative and the 
kindergarten children were invited to stencil the drains 
in the Blackwood Primary School playground. 

At Concordia College ELC, children are regularly 
invited to share their ideas and learnings about 
sustainability. Staff have integrated sustainability as a 
standing agenda item at their meetings, and as part of 
this any new ideas from children are fed in and 
discussed.  Recently, the site won a national My Park 
Rules competition and now have the help of a 
landscaper to design their native garden. Children have 
been heavily involved in helping with the design of the 
garden and ensuring it utilised native plants, reduced 
water usage and encouraged local wildlife. 

Further information on these sites and others is 
available on the Case Studies section of our website:  
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtl
oftyranges/education/for-educators/case-studies  



 

Links to other frameworks 
The following table offers some brief examples of how programs at other sites have implemented effective children’s 
voice programs which directly address standards set through the EYLF and NQS. 

 

Outcome  Example  

EYLF O2. Children are connected with 
and contribute to their world  

Children develop a sense of belonging 
to groups and communities and an 
understanding of the reciprocal rights 
and responsibilities necessary for 
active community participation 

Clarence Park Community Kindergarten 
children and staff shared their learning and 
ideas about nude food and healthy eating 
with families which reduced the amount of 
packaging being brought to Kindy in lunch 
boxes, and improved the amount of fresh 
food being eaten. 

NQS Standard 1.1 An approved 
learning framework informs the 
development of a curriculum that 
enhances each child’s learning and 
development. 

Element 1.1.6  Each child's agency is 
promoted, enabling them to make 
choices and decisions and to influence 
events and their world. 

Unley Kindergarten - staff labelled all bins 
and educated everyone (staff, children, 
families, cleaner and GC) about the systems 
and why we sort materials. Powerful learning 
from the bin audit influenced children and 
family behaviours - children identified 
improvements including washing out nude 
food containers to re-use. Children made 
their own compost system and brought 
more materials from home. Kindy started 
recycling printer cartridges. 

 

 

Please contact NRM Education in your local area for further information about how we can support Youth Voice in your 
school: 
http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/education/for-educators/nrm-ed-contacts 
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