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Important 

 
It is the responsibility of the organising school staff to ensure that all regulatory requirements are met and that 

the latest versions are consulted. The following is intended as a guide only. 

 

Note that the references below are taken from the Camps and excursions guidelines for schools and preschools.  

 

 

Glossary 
 
Excursion: an element of a student/child learning program involving a same-day-return trip to a location away 

from the school/preschool. 

 

Environmental and scientific: investigation of students’/children's natural environment and community, e.g. 

visits to coastal landforms, creeks, bush land, and often related to specific areas of study such as biology and 

geology. 

 

DEWNR: Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources 

 

DECD: Department of Education and Child Development 

 

Quick Forms Department of Education and Child Development 
 
All information regarding visits to National Parks, bookings, action strategies and transport can be found via the 

Camps and excursions guidelines for schools and preschools: 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1. The migratory Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis)(Photo Graeme Chapman).  

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/doc/camps-and-excursions-guidelines-schools-and-preschools
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/doc/camps-and-excursions-guidelines-schools-and-preschools
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What is the Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary? 

 
The Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary (AIBS) is a land mass, covering 60 kilometres of coastline to the north of 

Adelaide. The park extends along Gulf St Vincent from the Barker Inlet in the south to the township of Port 

Parham in the north. It includes the Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary National Park – Winaityinaityi Pangkara 

and land from the cities of Port Adelaide Enfield, Salisbury, Playford and the Adelaide Plains Council. 

 

The park provides critical habitat for 27,000 migratory shorebirds that travel from the Arctic Circle to the southern 

hemisphere every year, in search of food and warmer weather. The park is part of the southern tip of the East 

Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF), a migratory route that crosses 22 countries. Migratory shorebirds breed in the 

arctic north over summer before flying south, perpetually chasing the warmer climates. Migratory shorebirds are 

threatened globally with some species experiencing a decline of up to eight percent per year. The main threat to 

shorebird survival is habitat loss.  

 

Much of the AIBS lies adjacent to the Upper Gulf St Vincent Marine Park, protecting connected habitats from the 

coast into the sea. The sanctuary is one of the longest continuous coastal reserves in the state, second only to the 

Coorong. The Gulf is a low energy coast, which means it has relatively calm waters. This provides the ideal 

environment for habitats such as mangroves, samphire and seagrass to grow. The calm waters and the gentle 

slope of the sea floor provides fantastic feeding grounds for the migratory birds, which follow the tide in and out 

in search of food. Some of the largest temperate seagrass meadows in the world are found in the Adelaide 

International Bird Sanctuary, along with some of the largest and most diverse areas of temperate saltmarshes and 

grey mangroves in Australia.   

 

The Dry Creek salt fields that sit to the east of St Kilda consist of diverse and relatively pristine saltmarsh and 

wetland habitat – a habitat type that is declining elsewhere in the region and across the state due to urban 

encroachment, pollution and agricultural development. Continued protection of this habitat from development 

and degradation is critical as this landscape provides important feeding grounds for both resident and migratory 

bird species. 

 

Shorebirds (or waders) can be found along the shores of beaches, coastlines, estuaries and wetlands. They 

congregate in large flocks and feed in shallow waters with their bills in water, mud or sand looking for insects, 

snails, worms and crabs. Migratory shorebirds usually arrive at the AIBS as the weather starts to warm (October-

December) and stay until the end of summer.  

 

For more information about the AIBS, please visit the Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges 

website or view this fantastic clip:  

 

For more information on migratory shorebirds, please visit:  

 

The Birdlife Australia website or 

The Department of Environment and Energy 

 

 

 

 

http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/plants-and-animals/adelaide-bird-sanctuary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WokMcl2yIw&t=34s
http://birdlife.org.au/documents/Shorebirds-FactSheet.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/migratory-species/migratory-birds
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Figure 2. The recently gazetted Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary on Adelaide’s northern metropolitan coastline. 

Source: Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources. 
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Getting there 

A wide variety of resident and migratory shorebirds can be seen (during the migratory shorebird season) from St 

Kilda, the southern gateway to the sanctuary. St Kilda is located approximately 40 minutes from the Adelaide CBD 

and is accessible by car via St Kilda Road (located off of Port Wakefield Road). The Mangrove Trail at St Kilda 

provides a fantastic vantage point to view flocks of birds gathered along the salt flats on the way to visiting the 

largest forest of grey mangroves in South Australia. For more information on the St Kilda Mangrove Trail visit the 

City of Salisbury website:  

Thompson Beach is located further north along Gulf St Vincent and can also be accessed via Clonan Road at the 

township of Dublin (located off of Port Wakefield Road). Thompson Beach is a salt marsh and intertidal mudflat 

environment that is vastly different from the vegetation at St Kilda. An interpretive trail known as the South 

Shorebird Trail leaves from Thompson beach car park and guides the walker along the coastal zone.  

Facilities 

St Kilda: toilets, free car parking, mangrove trail and playground. 

Thompson Beach: toilets, interpretive trail, free car parking.  

Fire 

 
The park is closed on days of catastrophic fire danger and may be closed on days of extreme fire danger. Listen to 

the local area radio station for the latest updates and information on fire safety or visit the CFS website or call the 

CFS Hotline: 1300 362 361 

Please note that:  

 Wood fires and solid fuel fires are prohibited from 1 December 2017 to 30 April 2018. 

 You must bring your own firewood, as the collection of firewood within National Parks is prohibited. 

State and National Park visits 

 
The best practice for (pre)school visits to a national park is to: 

 

 Read the SA National Parks Guide - Safety Hints and Tips: 

Establish through these agencies any communication and other procedures that must be followed, 

particularly during bushfire danger periods.  

 

Bookings 

 
Bookings should be made well in advance, preferably after a preliminary hazard assessment visit. Further 

confirmation must be made one week before the event. If there are any changes to the booking, such as the 

number of people attending or the date, or the booking needs to be cancelled, the teacher-in-charge should 

notify all relevant parties as soon as possible.  

 

For bookings and to discuss a planned visit to the AIBS, please contact the Natural Resources Adelaide and 

Mount Lofty Ranges Gawler office on (08) 8523 7700. 

 

 

http://www.salisbury.sa.gov.au/Play/Community_Facilities_and_Parks/Parks_amp_Facilities/St_Kilda
http://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/parks/psa-gen-safetyhintstips.pdf
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Action strategies 

 
Action strategies are available at: Camps and excursions guidelines for schools and preschools.  

 

 

Buses 

Information related to transportation in private vehicles and buses can be found at: Camps and excursions 

guidelines for schools and preschools.  

 

Reporting and notification 

 
Every accident involving injury requiring first aid or medical treatment to DECD employees, students, children, 

parents, visitors or voluntary workers, except those of a very minor nature, must be reported. Information on 

accidents available at: Camps and excursions guidelines for schools and preschools.  

 

 Details of minor accidents and first aid should be logged in the school’s/preschool's first aid book. A number of 

injury types must be notified to SafeWork SA within specific time frames. (For further information refer to DECD 

Safety website. 

 

 

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/doc/camps-and-excursions-guidelines-schools-and-preschools
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/doc/camps-and-excursions-guidelines-schools-and-preschools
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/doc/camps-and-excursions-guidelines-schools-and-preschools
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/doc/camps-and-excursions-guidelines-schools-and-preschools
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing

