
 

Draft Thinkers Key: School Food Gardens for Junior Primary 
 
Developed by teachers at the August 2009 Biodiversity PD at Richmond Primary – Collated by NRM Education 
Further additions contributed by teachers attending the Curriculum in Food Gardens PD – May 2010 at Allenby Gardens Primary School. 
This is a draft under development. Please forward any suggestions or comments to Matt Cattanach 8234 7255 matt@kesab.asn.au 
 

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Six Thinking :Levels Multiple 
intelligences 

Knowing Understanding Applying Analysing Evaluating Creating 
Develop vocabulary on word 
wall; e.g. 
Seed  Plant  
Roots  Stem 
Flower  Fruit 
Tuber  Shoot 
Grow  Water 
Sun  Soil 
Bean  Pea 
Tomato  Lettuce 
Radish 
 

Verbal 
 
 
 

Read stories –  
 Little red hen 
 Jack and the Beanstalk 
 Enormous Turnip 
 Franklin plants a tree 
 The tiny seed 
 Eric Carle  Insects books 
 Tops & Bottoms 
 

Students grow 
beans in bags and 
explain what they 
see to a teacher or 
parent 
 Sandwich bag 
 Barlotti beans 

(soaked over 
night) 

 Moist sponge 
 Place moist 

sponge inside 
bag with 
beans. Place 
in a sunny 
positions. 
Watch them 
grow! 

 

  Use the senses to 
explore the school 
garden. Students 
describe the 
different 
experiences to an 
adult; taste, smell, 
touch, site and 
hearing. 

 

Mathematical 
 
 
 

    Monitor the 
progress or 
growth of plants 
and record growth 
in a Diary 
 

Making patterns 
using for example 
natural resources 
 Seeds 
 Twigs 
 Stone 
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Vegetable printing 
– cut shapes/ 
patterns into 
halved 
vegetables’ e.g. 
potato. 
 

Students record a photo history 
of the vegetable garden. 
Students recount the process 
they undertook to develop the 
garden. 
 

Art:  
Parts of plant. 
Create a new kind 
of plant. Paint or 
cut and glue. 
Label your 
creation.  
 

Visual 
 
 
 
 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 
Interactive.aspx?cat=64 
 
A range of free interactive 
whiteboard activities is 
available at this site 

Children find out 
about how plant 
root systems work: 
 place celery in 

water with 
food colouring 

 observe how 
water travels 
up plants 

 

Make a ‘mini 
compost’ in a 
glass jar to watch 
decompose over 
time 
 

Bulbs (e.g. onion) 
 Create hole in 

cloth to 
support bulb 
and allow 
roots to pass 
through hole 

 Place cloth 
over container 

 Make sure 
water level is 
not touching 
bulb 

 Children can 
see roots 
growing down 
towards water 
and shoots 
upwards 

 Draw what is 
happening 
and 
distinguish 
between roots 
and shoots 

 

Create a rain 
gauge. Monitor 
and record the 
rainfall over a 
period of time. 
Compare rainfall 
during different 
seasons  

Test the pH of soil 
in the garden. 
Compare this with 
soil from home 
and in other 
gardens. 

Kinaesthetic 
 
 
 

Plant seedlings in the school 
vegetable patch 
 

  Classify a range 
of different seeds 
in several ways. 
(e.g. size, colour, 
shape, dispersal 
method) 

 Try several ways 
of composting 
classroom and 
garden scraps 
and decide which 
works the best. 

Decorate 
cardboard 
cylinders by gluing 
seeds to them. 
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Plant seeds or seedlings in soil 
in polystyrene - broccoli boxes. 

Students can 
bring in seeds 
from home and 
from around 
school for this 
activity. 
 

 Worm farm 
 Compost bin 
 Bury in the 

garden 
 Bokashi  

Make a 
scarecrow. 

Interpersonal 
 
 
 

Water Conservation – Every 
Drop Counts kit. (Available for 
free download from NRM. 
Students explore a range of 
ways that water is used and 
identify ways to save water. 
http://www.waterwatchadelaide.
net.au/index.php?page=educat 
ion-materials-10 

  Students work in 
groups to carry 
out an 
experiments to 
find out if 
seeds/plants 
need: 

- light 
- water 
- sun 

E.g. Use 3 pot 
plants (or 3 bean 
seeds); plant in 
cupboard and 
watered, plant in 
light but not 
watered, plant 
watered and in 
light.  

Students work in 
groups to 
research the ideal 
growing 
conditions for 
worms. Further 
questions for 
research are 
developed by the 
group.  

Students work in 
groups to create 
grass head men. 
Grass seeds and 
soil are placed in 
stockings and tied 
off to make a 
tennis ball sized 
‘head’. Decorate 
the head with a 
smiling face and 
water. In a few 
days new green 
shoots appear to 
create hair. 

Intrapersonal 
 
 
 
 

Vegetables 
 Make a chart / picture 
to which parts of plants are 
used. 
e.g. seeds flowers roots 
leaves 
Students draw, label and colour 
in their own picture. 
 

Students grow 
broad beans, draw 
and describe the 
process: 
 Broad Beans 
 Clear plastic 

cups 
 Tissue/paper 

towels – wet 

 Students plant 
sunflower seeds, 
and make 
drawings and 
observations as 
the plants grow. 
The orientation of 
the flower heads 
through out the 
day is observed 

Children research 
what each plant is 
used for; could 
include 
companion plants, 
animal attracting 
or repelling plants 
and edible and 
medicinal uses. 
Decide where 
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Children research how to 
germinate and propagate the 
seeds. 
 

them 
 Put beans on 

wet paper 
towel 

 Place cups on 
window sill 

 Children can 
watch them 
grow 

 

(i.e. they follow 
the sun). Plant life 
cycles can be 
explored. Seeds 
can be harvested 
and eaten or fed 
to pets, placed out 
for wild birds to 
eat.   
 

would be the best 
place to plant 
each kind of plant. 

Seeds 
 Cut vegetables / fruit 
open to find seeds 
 Where are carrot and 
potato seeds 
 What is the difference 
between fruit and vegetable  
 

Naturalist 
 
 
 

Research about chickens. 
Identify what they need to 
survive.   

Students explore 
native plants 
around the school 
yard, and collect 
plant samples and 
seeds. (Seeds 
could be planted 
and germinated. A 
plant pressing 
could be made of 
flowers and plant 
specimens. Make 
a class herbarium 
(series of labeled 
plant pressings).  

Make an 
individual worm 
farm for your class 
– use a foam fruit 
box. Access tiger 
worms (or 
compost worms 
from a parent or 
community 
member). Food 
scraps from the 
class can be 
added.  
 

Students collect, 
observe and/or 
identify insects 
and critters living 
around the school 
garden e.g. snails, 
caterpillars and 
ants. Observe 
behaviour and try 
to identify what 
the critters are 
doing and why 
they are doing 
that. 

 Collect ants and 
create an ant 
farm. 

Musical 
 
 
 

     Use dried seeds 
to create musical 
instruments; e.g. 
in bottles with lids 
etc 
 

 


