
 

Schools and environmental volunteer groups 

Working together  

 

Why the environment needs you? 

The environment has never had a greater need of 

our help. The Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges 

region offers diverse and beautiful natural places, 

such as coasts, creeks, and native bush; with many 

protected in parks and reserves.  

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of 

Volunteers many of these areas retain their beauty 

and habitat values, despite threats including urban 

development and weed invasion.  

Why not join forces with a local volunteer group 

to protect and expand these special natural areas. 

The NRM Education and Volunteer Support 

Program are available to help link your school to a 

local environmental volunteer group.  

What are the benefits for schools?  

There are multiple benefits of linking with your 

local environmental volunteer group. These 

include: 

 Student well-being - Mental and physical 

health benefits through a connection with 

nature  

 Making a difference through hands-on 

real-life learning in the outdoors  

 Gain skills in conservation and bush care  

 Spend time with community role models  

 Learn about ongoing volunteering 

opportunities  

 Free access to the State’s Parks and 

Reserves  

 Free use of equipment and safety gear 

 Curriculum and learning links  

What sorts of activities can we do? 

Schools are encouraged to investigate long-term 

learning projects, so collaborating with Friends of 

Parks and other environmental groups can offer 

both student learning and on-ground benefits.  

There are a range of activities schools can take 

part in.  Activities include:  

 Planting of native species 

 Seed collection  



 

 Weeding 

 Mulching 

 Watering 

 Tree guards 

 Monitoring of plants and animals 

 Waste clean up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum links  

Volunteering offers many opportunities to 

Personalise and Connect Learning (Domain 4 

Teaching for Effective Learning framework). 

On park volunteering addresses cross-curriculum 

priorities, several general capabilities and learning 

areas including Science, HASS, Geography, Maths, 

English and Health and Physical Education. 

General Capabilities: 

 Personal and Social Capability 

 Ethical Understanding 

 Intercultural Understanding 

The cross-curriculum priorities of: 

 Sustainability 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Histories and Cultures 

The subject areas of: 

 Science as a human endeavour 

 Science understanding 

 HASS knowledge and understanding 

 HASS inquiry and skills 

 Geographical knowledge and 

understanding 

 Geography inquiry and skill.  

What do we need to consider before 
the day?    

Timing 

Community groups often plan their working bee 

dates at the beginning of the year with most 

planting events happening in winter months.   

It is often not possible for the group to change 

the date of an activity at short notice.  

It would be beneficial for both parties to plan a 

yearly schedule from the onset of the project.  

Weather  

Most community groups have strict weather 

policies that determine work outdoors.  

In the event of hot or wet weather and bush fire 

danger, schools may need to cancel their visit at 

late notice. Scheduling back-up events with the 

group may be possible. 

Duty of care 

The duty of care for the safety of students on site 

is the responsibility of teachers. In the interest of 

safety and well-being, community group members 

can provide guidance of onsite risks and hazards. 

Everyone has a role to play in ensuring student 

behaviour is appropriate, however teachers are 

ultimately responsible for student behaviour and 

safety. 

What should we bring on the day?   

 Appropriate footwear 

 Long pants and long shirt 

 Wet weather gear 

 Hat and sunscreen 

 Water 

 Gloves and hand spades (if required) 

 

For more information contact 

NRM Education Officer, Julian Marchant  

hosted at the City of Salisbury 

P (08) 8406 8289 

E jmarchant@salisbury.sa.gov.au 

Or  

Volunteer Program Manager, Pippa Cattanach  

P 0428 680 538 

E pippa.cattanach@sa.gov.au  

 

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges 
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