
 
 

Shorebird identification 
Aim of the game:  

To introduce students to a variety of species of shorebirds that live in St Kilda Bay and to 

introduce the students to common methods of identifying and recording shorebird numbers. 

Students gain an understanding of how to use binoculars, shorebird identification charts and 

the different behaviour, feeding requirements and feeding habits of the different bird 

species.  

Materials needed:  

Binoculars / Telescope, Shorebird ID pamphlets and materials.  

Instructions: 

1. The facilitator will demonstrate the correct use of binoculars and shorebird ID charts. 

The facilitator will discuss the fact that different birds eat different food sources, 

occupy a different ecological niche and the structure of the bird’s bill relates to the 

function of the bill in locating food. When identifying shorebirds, students are asked 

to memorise the species of birds that they see, determine whether the species that 

they have identified is a resident or migratory shorebird and determine what and 

where that particular animal might eat. Students are to determine this from looking 

at the shape and size of the bird’s bill.  

2. Students are placed into pairs, given a shorebird ID chart and a pair of binoculars and 

are taken on a walk to the end of the break water at St Kilda to identify birds. 

3. Students memorise the birds they are seeing, noting whether the animal is a resident 

in the area or a migratory bird, only in Australia over the warmer months of the year. 

Students memorise the shape and size of the bird bill and surmise where the birds 

may source food and how that particular species may source food.  

Australian Curriculum links: 

Subject / cross-

curriculum priority. 

Year Level Content Descriptions 

SCIENCE Year 5 

 

 

Year 6 

 

 

Year 7 

Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in 

their environment (ACSSU043)  

 

The growth and survival of living things are affected by physical conditions of their 

environment (ACSSU094) 

 

People use science understanding and skills in their occupations and these have 

influenced the development of practices in areas of human activity (ACSHE121) 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACSSU043
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACSSU094
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACSHE121


 
 

HASS Year 5 

 

Year 6 

 

Year 7 

Work in groups to generate responses to issues and challenges (ACHASSI102) 

 

Work in groups to generate responses to issues and challenges (ACHASSI130) 

 

The way that flows of water connect places as they move through the environment 

and the way these affect places (ACHASSK183) 

HEALTH AND 

PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

Year 5 and 6 Explore how participation in outdoor activities supports personal and community 

health and wellbeing and creates connections to natural and built environments 

(ACPPS059) 

SUSTAINABILITY OI.7 

 

OI.9 

Actions for a more sustainable future reflect values of care, respect and 

responsibility, and require us to explore and understand environments. 

Sustainable futures result from actions designed to preserve and/or restore the 

quality and uniqueness of environments.  

 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHASSI102
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHASSI130
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=hass&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHASSK183
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=community+health
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=community+health
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=wellbeing
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS059

