
Fast Facts
Urrbrae Agricultural High School and the City of Mitcham 
are joint operators of the wetland

In an average year, between 300-400 megalitres of 
stormwater will flow through the wetland

Construction cost: Phase 1 $1.3 million,  Phase 2 
(creation of additional settling ponds) $500,000

The wetland filled with water for the first time in 1997

Net Trash Racks, installed at the start of the wetland, 
capture the organic matter and litter entering the wetland 
during heavy rains

The Friends of Urrbrae Wetland meet at the wetland on 
Tuesdays at 8.30am

Approximately 5000 - 7000 students visit the centre each 
year!!

The maximum depth of the ponds is 3 metres.
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Visiting The Wetlands
Access to the Urrbrae Wetland can be arranged through the Urrbrae 
Learning Centre, which provides tours and educational sessions suitable 
for a range of visitors, from primary schools to tertiary students and 
community interest groups.
Contact: The Urrbrae Wetland Coordinator 
email: wetlands@urrbraehs.sa.edu.au 
ph 8274 7443 (extn 443).

Open day tours are conducted by The Friends of Urrbrae Wetland.
See www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au for dates.

Urrbrae Wetland
An urban wetland for life and learning  

Where is it?

Urrbrae Wetland is situated on 
Cross Road (approx. 500m west of 
Fullarton Road), in the north-western 
corner of the Urrbrae Learning 
Centre.

The wetland covers approximately 
6 hectares (3.5 hectares of ponds) 
and consists of a large main pond, 
which is clay lined, a smaller 'farm 
dam' pond, which is lined with black 
polythene, and additional settling 

ponds. When the water level in the main pond drops, water 
is pumped in from the smaller pond. 

Stormwater from the Cross Road drain enters the wetland via 
inlets to the east and south-west. Water exits the wetland, back into the Cross Road 

drain, via an outlet on the north-western corner of the site. This water then flows into the 
Brown Hill Creek drain. 

An aquifer storage and recovery system (ASR) has been piloted at the wetland 
in conjunction with the City of Mitcham and the CSIRO (Land and Water). These 
organisations are keen to research the further application of this technology, both locally 
and globally.

Above: Students visiting the wetlands

Below left: The first filling after rain in 1997

Plan kindly provided 
by the City of Mitcham



OTHER ANIMALS
Crimson spotted rainbow fish were introduced into Urrbrae 

Wetland as natural predators of mosquitoes.
There are a large number of aquatic macroinvertebrates in the wetland, 

including dragonflies, mayflies, midges and whirligig beetles.
These are a valuable food source for the ducks, fish, common froglets, 

spotted grass frogs and brown tree frogs.
Bats also visit the area and feast on the wide variety 

of insects.

BIRDS
Over 44 bird species, including ducks, coots, moor 

hens and white faced herons, have been identified at Urrbrae 
Wetland.

As the trees are growing and the plants flowering more, Hills Face birds, 
like the honey eaters, are also visiting the area.

Wetland History

To improve the quality of water discharging 
into Brown Hill Creek and eventually the 

Patawalonga Basin and the sea

To provide habitat for plants, 
birds and other animals

To provide educational 
opportunities

Why were the wetlands constructed?

PLANTS
A feature of the Urrbrae Wetland is the

re-establishment of original Black Forest vegetation, including 
black box and a variety of other eucalypts.

The ponds sustain a range of macrophytes (freshwater plants), including 
sedges, rushes, duck weed and water ribbons.

There are a diverse range of shrubs and grasses throughout the wetland 
and the water plants are well established, providing habitat and 

food for many animals while also improving water 
quality. 

Ecotourism

Stormwater retention, pollution 
management and flood control

In the past, there were two major drainage pipes which met at the lower edge of Urrbrae 
then ran into a 1 metre pipe. In heavy rains, these pipes were inadequate for the removal of 
stormwater, causing flooding on Cross Road. The City of Mitcham undertook a study in 1993 in 
response to local flooding and it was recommended that a detention basin be built to capture 
and temporarily retain stormwater during peak flows.

The land at Urrbrae is part of the Peter Waite bequest, giving the land to the people of South 
Australia. The City of Mitcham leases the 
land from the Minister of Education, at a 
'peppercorn rent'. 

After many years of collaborative planning 
the wetland was designed and built. It was 
completed in 1996 and includes the Urrbrae 
Learning Centre.

Most of the revegetation and maintenance at 
the wetland is undertaken by 'The Friends of 
Urrbrae Wetland', a community based group, 
constituted under 'Our Patch' and The City of 
Mitcham volunteers.

What lives there?

WHERE IS THE 
STORMWATER FROM?

The catchment area for Urrbrae Wetland is approximately 3.75 square 
kilometres, along the Hills Face and through suburbs such as Netherby, 

covering the Cross Road and Kitchener Street sub-catchments.
The catchment includes urban areas, university grounds, recreation parks, 

native vegetation and grazing areas.
There is virtually no industry or new urban development within the 

catchment area.

Water Re-use

Brown Tree Frog

Crimson Spotted Rainbow Fish

Mayfly Nymph

Sacred Kingfisher


