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1. 

 

Waste - problems and solutions 
Before action plans can be developed we need to understand the current situation. Students can use this tool to gather information about Waste problems in the 

school, then propose actions to improve the situation. Location of problems can be indicated on a school map. Agreed actions can be documented in the School 

Environment Management Plan (SEMP).   

1. Inside buildings, student-accessible areas 

Item Potential problems and solutions (visual check) Notes  Actions 

Rubbish bins 

 

How many are there? 

Are they used correctly? 

  

Recycling bins 

and containers 

 

How many and what type? (e.g. paper, 5-cents 

deposit, compost) 

Are there enough? 

Are they used correctly? 

  

Scrap paper Is there a scrap paper box for people to use?   

Signage Are signs for recycling containers clear and easy 

to read? 

  

Are signs for using fewer resources (e.g. ‘Please 

use both sides of the paper’) clear and easy to 

read? 

  

Equipment Can old or outdated equipment, books or furniture 

be reused (via ROSES ‘Reuse Office Supplies and 

Equipment Scheme’) or donated to community 

organisations? 

  

What happens to old computers and other 

electronic devices? Are they sent to the Computer 

Recycling Scheme? 

  

Hand drying in 

toilets 

 

What is provided? 

 paper hand towels 

 electric dryers 

 other? 

  

Recycled goods Is there any evidence of recycled goods (e.g. 

paper, desks, chairs) being purchased? 
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2. 

 

2. In the school grounds 

 

Item Potential problems and solutions (visual check) Notes Actions 

Rubbish bins 

 

How many are there? 

Are they used correctly? 

  

Recycling bins 

and containers 

 

How many and what type? (e.g. paper, 5-cents 

deposit, compost) 

Are there enough? 

Are they used correctly? 

   

Signage Are signs for recycling containers clear and easy 

to read? 

  

Litter (rubbish 

not in bins) 

Where is the litter? 

What kind of litter is it? 

Is there litter in car parks and areas surrounding 

the school? 

Has the litter come from within the school or from 

outside? 

  

Food scraps 

 

Is there a composting system(s) in the school (e.g. 

worms, bokashi, compost bins, chickens)? 

Is the system working well? 

Are the scraps given to animals or the compost 

used on gardens? 

  

Leaves, lawn 

clippings and 

woody material 

Are they sent to landfill or used in composting or 

mulching? (Ask grounds staff or look in school 

skip.) 

  

Skips (large 

container bins)  

What are these skips for? (E.g. waste to landfill, 

kerbside recyclables, green organics.) 

Are they regularly inspected?  

Are they emptied only when full? 

How often are they emptied?  

How much do they cost? 
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3. 

 

3. Inside buildings, areas requiring permission for students to access (e.g. offices and staffroom) 

 

Item Potential problems and solutions (visual check) Notes Actions 

Paper and card 

recycling bins 

How many and where are they placed? 

Are they used correctly? 

 

  

Scrap paper Is there a scrap paper box near printers?   

Printers Are printers set to duplex (double-sided copies)? 

Are refillable printer cartridges or ink ribbons 

used? 

  

Food waste Is there a viable composting system in use (e.g. 

worms, bokashi, composting, chickens)? 

  

5-cent deposit Is there a container for the collection of 5-cent 

deposit items? 

How is the recycling system managed? (Is there a 

roster?) 

  

Fluorescent 

lights 

Are these stored and disposed of safely (not in 

general rubbish as they are hazardous waste)? 

  

Paper Is it recycled? 

Is it from Australia? 

  

Purchasing Are purchases made in bulk or in individual 

amounts? 

  

Batteries 

 

Are they rechargeable? 

If not, how are they disposed? 

  

Utensils Are mugs/cups/glasses used in common areas (e.g. 

staffrooms)? 

Are disposable cups available for use? (Check near 

water coolers.) 

  

 



Sustainable & Attainable: tackling climate change - http://www.sustainableschools.sa.edu.au/  

4. 

 

4. Specialist areas, requiring permission for students to access 

 

Item Potential problems and solutions (visual check) Notes Actions 

Canteen 

 

Are separate containers used for rubbish, 

recycling, food scraps etc? 

Are there recycling and collection options for 

packaging, bread tags etc? 

  

Does the food from the canteen have 

biodegradable packaging? (That is, can it be 

composted?) 

  

Sheds, labs, art 

rooms and other 

technical areas 

 

Are chemicals, oil cans, paint cans and other 

liquids stored and disposed of appropriately? 

Are they stored with pans or trays to catch leaks 

and spills?  

  

 

 


