
Sustainable & Attainable: tackling climate change 

1.  

Water use - problems and solutions 
Before action plans are developed we need to understand the current situation. Students can use this tool to gather information about Water problems in the school 

and then propose actions to improve the situation. Locations of features and problems can be indicated on the school map. Agreed actions can be documented in the 

School Environment Management Plan (SEMP).   

1. Indoors 

Item Potential problems and 

solutions 

Notes Actions 

Sinks Pollutants e.g. chemicals, paint, 

oil, cooking oil and fatty foods 

including milk being poured 

down sinks 

  

Items being washed under 

running water e.g. art brushes 

  

Pipes Water leaks can be checked  and 

monitored with a water meter 

and visually observing for 

seepage  

  

Toilets How many are single-flush, how 

many are dual-flush? 

  

How many leak?  E.g. a dye can 

be inserted into a cistern to 

discern a slow leak 

  

Urinals How many leak?   

How many are waterless?   

Hand-basin 

taps 

Automatic turn-off systems and 

length of watering cycle for each 

person.  Are they adjustable? 

  

Aerators increase the distribution 

of water without increasing 

water use 

  

Leaking   
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Fast flow   

Left on or broken   

Used at weekends   

Showers How many?   

Water-saving shower heads and 

investigate signs of leaking e.g. 

drip stains on tile floors 

  

Indoor drink 

fountains 

Self turn-off   

Leaking   

Left on   

Broken   

Dishwashers Water use rating   

Used only when full   

2. Outdoors 

It is suggested this section be undertaken with support of grounds staff. 

Item Checklist of potential 

problems and solutions 

Notes Action 

Ovals and lawn 

areas 

How are they watered?  When 

are they watered? Frequency of 

watering? Who decides when to 

water and why to water? 

  

Are timers used?  Are they 

automated or manual? 

  

Water supply 

sources 

Is the water source distributed 

from mains, bore or rainwater 

systems?  

  

Watering 

method 

Above-ground sprinklers, pop 

up spray, travelling spray or 

sub-surface watering methods? 

Evidence of leaking water in 
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system e.g. wet ground and 

more grass growth.   Evidence 

of water run-off e.g. gutters 

Paths and hard 

areas 

How are they cleaned?   

Plants Exotic or native?   

Which require frequent 

watering? 

  

Are those with similar water 

needs grouped together? 

  

Watered garden 

beds 

How are they watered? 

Sprinklers, timers, drippers,  

sub-surface irrigation etc. 

  

How often are they watered?   

What time of day/night are they 

watered?   

  

Is there evidence of over 

watering e.g.  surface run-off, 

soil erosion and drain flows?  

  

Who decides on the watering 

cycle? 

  

Soil Are garden beds mulched?   

Are there ground cover plants?   

Taps Automatic turn-off   

Aerators   

Leaking   

Fast flow   

Left on or broken   

Used at weekends   

Outdoor drink Self turn-off   
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fountains Leaking   

Left on or broken   

Fertilisers What types are used?   

Soil 

conditioners 

Methods to improve water 

infiltration and efficiency e.g. 

gypsum and soil wetting 

agents?  

  

Leaks Where are they?   

Rubbish/litter Could it cause problems in 

drains? 

  

Drains Clear or clogged?   

Gutters Clear or clogged?   

Stormwater How is it managed?   

Can it be slowed so that it has 

time to soak into the soil? 

  

Ponds and 

wetlands 

What is their condition?   

School pool How is it maintained?   

How is evaporation controlled?   

 Is the pool topped up from 

mains, bore or rain water? 

  

Rain water 

tanks  

Calculate % of roof catchment 

area for the rainwater tanks.   

  

 What is the rainwater used for?   

 What is the capacity and size of 

the tanks?  Calculate the total 

litres available. 

  

 


