
Mallee
Eucalyptus spp. 

Mallee comes from an Aboriginal name for a group of eucalypts 
that grow two to nine metres high. They are multi-stemmed  
and grow from underground woody bases called lignotubers. 
Mallee is also the name for the vegetation communities in which 
Mallee eucalypts grow. These communities usually include several 
layers of vegetation from large shrubs to small grasses and ephemerals. 
Mallee support a wide range of biodiversity, including the Malleefowl.

Leaf litter is slow to decompose in Mallee areas because of the 
dry conditions, so there is often plenty of fuel for a fire. Mallee 
eucalypts have adapted to cope well with fire. They grow 
vigorously from dormant shoots under the bark of the branches, 
the trunks, or the lignotuber. This is called epicormic growth.

Lignotubers store water and nutrients so new branches can 
grow if they have been damaged or cut to the ground. This has 
been very annoying for farmers trying to cut them down. They 
are also very difficult to remove from the ground and used to 
break a lot of ploughs as they are solid and rock-like. Large-scale 
clearance started in SA around 1900 when the stump-jump 
plough was invented. Farmers then conquered the Mallee, but 
when the trees were gone there were problems with the soil 
becoming too salty and eroding away. It was realised too late 
that plant cover is very important for keeping the soil stable and 
stopping salt water from rising to the surface.

Habitat

Mallee eucalypts grow in the semi-arid parts of southern 
Australia, and have many adaptations that help them survive the 
hot, dry conditions. Like most eucalypts, they close the pores of 
their leaves (stomates) during the heat of the day so they lose 
less moisture through evaporation.

Threats

Being cleared for agriculture is the biggest threat to Mallees 
both historically and today. Drought caused by climatic change 
and too frequent and intense bushfires put pressure on 
populations of these trees. Their understorey is often grazed on 
by sheep, cattle and goats. Rabbits also graze on new shoots 
which can make it more difficult for them to grow. Salinity and 
habitat fragmentation are other problems Mallee plants face.

Bioregion resources

Map courtesy of Mapping Unit, Customer and Commerical Services. 

Map is not intended to indicate spatial distribution of the species,  
only the bioregions in which the species is found.
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Musical Mallees! Didgeridoos are made 
from the stems of Mallee eucalypts that 
have been hollowed out by termites.

Conservation

You can help Mallee eucalypts by:

• preserving these trees on your property 

• being waterwise at home and helping ease the strain on our 
limited water sources

• getting involved with revegetation projects like the Million 
Trees Project.
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For further information
Public enquiries
For more local information on any of the species in this resource 
please contact your nearest Natural Resource Centre office on:

Eastwood: (08) 8273 9100 
Gawler: (08) 8523 7700  
Lobethal: (08) 8389 5900 
Willunga: (08) 8550 3400

Education enquiries
For teachers wanting more information about environmental 
education resources and opportunities please contact the 
relevant NRM Education sub regional team on:

Northern Adelaide: (08) 8406 8289  
Barossa: (08) 8563 8436 
Central Adelaide: (08) 8234 7255 
Southern Adelaide: (08) 8384 0176 
Southern Fleurieu: (08) 8551 0524


