
Malleefowl 
Leipoa ocellata  

Malleefowl are shy, ground-dwelling birds about the size of a 
domestic chicken. Malleefowl are Australia’s largest megapodes 
and are also known as mound builders.

Diet

They feed on a variety of seeds, flowers, fruits, tubers, fungi, 
herbs and invertebrates.

Breeding

Malleefowl usually mate with the same partner for life, and pairs 
spend most of their time together. Nest building and maintenance 
take about 11 months of the year so they are usually found in the 
vicinity of the nest. Malleefowl mounds are approximately four 
metres across and 75cm high, made of leaves and sandy earth. 
They incubate their eggs inside these mounds, and warmth is 
produced by the heating of the sand by the sun and the 
decomposition of vegetation (like compost). They control the 
temperature of the nest by adding or removing vegetation to the 
mound. They begin laying their eggs when the nest temperature 
reaches around 33°C; the female then lays an egg every five to 
seven days until the end of summer. They can lay up to 30 eggs in 
one season. Males stay near the mounds, repeatedly checking the 
temperature with their tongues. Many eggs hatch but few chicks 
survive as the camouflage of their mottled feathers is their only 
defence and they are easy prey for foxes.

Habitat

Once common over most of the southern half of Australia, they 
are now only sparsely distributed from southern Western 
Australia to central New South Wales. They occupy semi-arid to 
arid shrublands and woodlands but are found mainly in mallee 
woodland habitat that has not recently been burnt.

Threats

Malleefowl are threatened by the fact that their population is 
small and isolated. Habitat destruction is another threat. Being 
ground-dwelling birds they are preyed upon by foxes and feral 
cats. Rabbit, goat, deer and stock grazing impacts on their 
habitat and stock, feral goats and deer can trample their nests. 
Increased incidences of bushfire destroy leaf litter they need for 
nest building as well as habitat.

Bioregion resources
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Map courtesy of Mapping Unit, Customer and Commerical Services. 

Map is not intended to indicate spatial distribution of the species,  
only the bioregions in which the species is found.
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Digging up out of the mound (nest) 
can take newly hatched chicks up 
to 15 hours, and they can fly within 
hours of hatching!

Conservation

Current management strategies for Malleefowl include the 
fencing of areas of habitat to keep out stock and feral deer, 
controlling rabbits and foxes, undertaking monitoring surveys 
and captive breeding programs.

You can help the Malleefowl by:

• being a responsible pet owner – desex your cats and dogs, 
keep them inside at night and don’t take them into  
national parks 

• avoiding taking firewood from Malleefowl habitat areas 

• joining a conservation group to help look after  
Malleefowl habitat.
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For further information
Public enquiries
For more local information on any of the species in this resource 
please contact your nearest Natural Resource Centre office on:

Eastwood: (08) 8273 9100 
Gawler: (08) 8523 7700  
Lobethal: (08) 8389 5900 
Willunga: (08) 8550 3400

Education enquiries
For teachers wanting more information about environmental 
education resources and opportunities please contact the 
relevant NRM Education sub regional team on:

Northern Adelaide: (08) 8406 8289  
Barossa: (08) 8563 8436 
Central Adelaide: (08) 8234 7255 
Southern Adelaide: (08) 8384 0176 
Southern Fleurieu: (08) 8551 0524


