
Monarto Mintbush 
Prosanthera eurybioides

The Monarto Mintbush is endemic to South Australia. They are 
spreading shrubs approximately one metre high, with clustered 
leaves which are thick and hairless. The flowers of this shrub are 
green with a red tinge at the base, with light purple petals. The 
petals are partly fused together, 10–12mm long with dark 
purple and orange dots on the inside.

This shrub is now endangered and limited to only two areas in 
South Australia. Fewer than two thousand plants grow naturally 
in the wild. The population at Mount Monster is healthier than 
the other at Monarto. This is thought to be because there is less 
rainfall at Monarto and the area has been affected by drought. 
There are many other threats to the plants in both populations 
which are discussed below.

Reproduction

Monarto Mintbushes are in flower from September to November.

Habitat

These plants grow in sandy-loam and loam soils and can be 
found in tall shrublands or open woodlands associated with 
rocky granite outcrops. They often grow under mallee shrubs 
and/or broombush and wattles, while typical understorey plants 
(ones that grow under it) include native grasses, lilies and herbs.

Threats

Altered fire regimes leading to broad-scale and severe fires are a 
threat to the survival of Monarto Mintbush populations. Grazing 
by rabbits, kangaroos and stock may be reducing the number  
of seeds and seedlings. Weed invasion is another problem as 
weeds compete for space and nutrients with native plants. 
Illegal collection of plants from the wild can be a problem, 
especially due to the small population size and restricted 
distribution of this plant.
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Map courtesy of Mapping Unit, Customer and Commerical Services. 

Map is not intended to indicate spatial distribution of the species,  
only the bioregions in which the species is found.
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Mount Monster Conservation Park 
and within the proximity of Monarto, 
are the only areas in the world you 
can see this plant growing in the wild.

Conservation

Measures have been put in place to try and help this native 
survive. These include rabbit and weed control in areas where  
the Monarto Mintbush is known to still occur; the propagation 
and planting of seedlings; and the protection of existing sites 
with heritage agreements. Around 1000 seedlings have been 
grown by conservation groups and replanted in the wild! The 
long term storage of seeds can also help to ensure it never 
disappears completely.

You can help the Monarto Mintbush by:

• not collecting plants from the wild; they could be endangered 

• volunteering with ‘Mallee Minders’ at Monarto Zoo and 
helping care for the mintbush’s native habitat 

• contacting a Threatened Species Officer if you see it out of 
its current range.
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For further information
Public enquiries
For more local information on any of the species in this resource 
please contact your nearest Natural Resource Centre office on:

Eastwood: (08) 8273 9100 
Gawler: (08) 8523 7700  
Lobethal: (08) 8389 5900 
Willunga: (08) 8550 3400

Education enquiries
For teachers wanting more information about environmental 
education resources and opportunities please contact the 
relevant NRM Education sub regional team on:

Northern Adelaide: (08) 8406 8289  
Barossa: (08) 8563 8436 
Central Adelaide: (08) 8234 7255 
Southern Adelaide: (08) 8384 0176 
Southern Fleurieu: (08) 8551 0524


