
Slender Bell-fruit 
Codonocarpus pyramidalis 

Slender Bell-fruits are shrubs or small trees that grow up to eight 
metres tall. They often have more than one stem, and grow 
either as scattered individuals or in a small group. They grow 
quickly but are short-lived, and mature trees often lean to one 
side. The timber is soft, and similar in texture to balsa wood.

Reproduction

After flowering from May to October, they produce a distinctive 
bell-shaped fruit. This fruit is segmented, with each segment 
containing one U-shaped seed approximately three mm long. 
The plants regenerate well after fire, which is a necessary 
process for germination. The Slender Bell-fruit plant is 
monoecious, meaning it has both male and female flowers on 
the same plant and is capable of self-pollination.

Habitat

Slender Bell-fruits are now found only in SA. They occur in the 
Flinders Ranges, Northern Lofty Ranges and eastern regions of 
SA. Though it was historically recorded in New South Wales it is 
now thought to be extinct there. It grows either as scattered 
individuals or in small localised strands along the crests and 
slopes of low hills and ridges, as well as along creeks.

Threats

As it forms a small and fragile component of the overall landscape, 
any pressure on recruitment can adversely affect its survival.

Seedling grazing by rabbits and feral goats can lead to low numbers 
of new plants surviving to maturity. Habitat loss, disturbance and 
modification through development and agriculture are other threats. 
Changed fire regimes, leading to less frequent fires (because there is 
less vegetation in the area now) can also threaten the survival of 
these plants, as can long droughts. 
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Map courtesy of Mapping Unit, Customer and Commerical Services. 

Map is not intended to indicate spatial distribution of the species,  
only the bioregions in which the species is found.
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Poison plants! Slender Bell-fruit is 
also known as Camel Poison and 
has been known to occasionally kill 
horses and stock. 

Conservation

Control of feral goats and rabbits is being attempted in the 
Flinders Ranges to help increase the survival of this and other 
native plants. Research has also been done into the particular 
conditions Slender Bell-fruit seeds need to germinate. It is a 
combination of seed aging, fire treatment (at the right time of 
year) and post-fire dormancy that can stimulate their germination. 
This discovery should help the plant’s recovery as seedlings can be 
grown in a nursery to boost their numbers where necessary.

You can help the Slender Bell-fruit by:

• spreading the word and raising awareness of Slender Bell-
fruit in your local community

• protecting native vegetation where it occurs.
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For further information
Public enquiries
For more local information on any of the species in this resource 
please contact your nearest Natural Resource Centre office on:

Eastwood: (08) 8273 9100 
Gawler: (08) 8523 7700  
Lobethal: (08) 8389 5900 
Willunga: (08) 8550 3400

Education enquiries
For teachers wanting more information about environmental 
education resources and opportunities please contact the 
relevant NRM Education sub regional team on:

Northern Adelaide: (08) 8406 8289  
Barossa: (08) 8563 8436 
Central Adelaide: (08) 8234 7255 
Southern Adelaide: (08) 8384 0176 
Southern Fleurieu: (08) 8551 0524


