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Three species of egret 
(Ardea) occur in northern  
Adelaide estuaries, and are 
identified mainly by size.  
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Ospreys and  white bellied 
sea eagles are very similar, 
however the sea eagle has 
a pure white head and belly.  
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Caspian terns have a red 
beak, however crested  
terns have a yellow one. 

You may be able to find these after a 
storm in winter.  
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The artwork on this information sheet is copyright. Waterwatch SA may use the images in any of 
their publications. Other parties wishing to use the images should contact Delta Environmental  
Consulting, 12 Beach Road, St Kilda SA 5110. 
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THREATS TO ESTUARINE BIRDS 
 
Many birds that occur in estuaries have been affected by natural and man-made 
processes to the extent that they are on the brink of extinction. These species  
include the osprey and musk ducks, both of which breed and feed within  Greater 
Adelaide estuaries.  
 
Estuaries are subject to impacts such as sewerage or industrial discharges, oil 
slicks, fishing, bait digging, stormwater discharge, dredging and reclamation of 
saltmarshes. The last threat has great impacts, as these valuable habitats are 
breeding grounds and nurseries for invertebrates, which provide the food source 
for many estuarine birds.  
 
Fishing and bait digging have direct impacts on estuarine birds. Careless fishers 
sometimes leave fishing line or hooks in the environment, which can  trap birds, 
causing them to starve. Bait digging  may disturb feeding and roosting sites and  
removes valuable food sources.  
 
 
IDENTIFYING AERIAL HUNTERS IN FLIGHT 
 
Aerial hunters are often spotted in flight, and can be identified by the angle and 
length of their wings. The images below are some raptors in flight. For further  
examples of raptors in flight see Simpson & Day (1996) Field Guide to the Birds of 
Australia, Viking Penguin, Melbourne. 
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