
Help save tHe 
Fleurieu’s rare 
loCal Flora
The Fleurieu Peninsula is  
home to native plants found  
nowhere else in the world!

Top: Marsh Gum is only 
found on the Fleurieu 
Peninsula and Kangaroo 
Island and is one of 
Australia’s rarest gums.

Below: Mount Compass 
Oak-bush only grows  
on the Fleurieu  
Peninsula around Mount 
Compass, Yundi and 
Hindmarsh valley.



Where does it grow?
Marsh Gum usually grows in wet low-lying  

areas and broad gullies with loamy soils,  

often around watercourses and swamps. 

it usually grows with other eucalypts like  

swamp Gum and Cup Gum. understorey  

plants often include prickly tea-tree,  

Blackwood, swamp Wattle and a variety  

of rushes and sedges.

Why is it endangered?
land clearance has reduced the habitat  

of Marsh Gum. It is mainly found in paddocks 

and roadsides. Most remaining habitat 

is infested with weeds such as Blackberry,  

Broom, phalaris, pines, and Gorse. the  

health of Marsh Gums in paddocks is often  

poor as a result of grazing pressure, increased 

nutrients, herbicide drift, and soil degradation. 

Seedling regeneration is scarce due to 

grazing and weed competition.

What does it look like?
Marsh Gum is single or multi-trunked tree, usually with smooth 

grey or cream bark, but it can have rough bark on the lower  

trunk especially on larger trees. its gum nuts are held in clusters  

of up to seven. the flowers are white and usually bloom between 

July and november.

Marsh Gum may be confused with other eucalypts, especially  

Cup Gum and swamp Gum. 

left to right - Cup Gum, Marsh Gum, and Swamp Gum.

GET TO KNOW  
MARSH GuM
Marsh Gum (Eucalyptus paludicola) 

is an endangered eucalypt only  

found on the Fleurieu Peninsula  

and Kangaroo Island. There are 

only about seven hundred  

of these gums remaining in  

the wild. It is almost entirely 

found in paddocks and  

roadsides, usually  

in small stands  

of trees.



GET TO KNOW MOuNT 
COMPASS OAK-BuSH
Mount Compass Oak-bush (Allocasuarina 

robusta) is an endangered shrub, only found 

in the Mount Compass and Hindmarsh valley  

areas. There are just over one thousand  

of these plants remaining in the wild. 

It is almost entirely found on roadsides 

because most of its habitat  

has been cleared. 

What does it look like?
Mount Compass oak-bush is a dense shrub, usually over head 

height, with smooth segmented needle-like leaves. it produces 

stalkless, rounded cones along its branches.

there are several other oak-bush species that grow in different 

habitats on the Fleurieu, which can be difficult to tell apart. 

Where does it grow?
Mount Compass Oak-bush grows in wet low-lying areas with 

loamy soils, usually near the edges of watercourses and swamps.  

it most often grows in swamp Gum woodland with other shrubs 

like prickly tea-tree, Honey-myrtle, Blackwood, silver Banksia  

and Grass-trees. 

Why is it endangered?
land clearance has severely reduced the habitat of Mount Compass 

oak-bush. it is also very palatable to livestock, which means it 

rarely survives in paddocks. as a result the oak-bush is mainly left on 

roadsides where it is at risk from roadworks, clearance and herbicide 

spraying. remaining habitat is also usually infested with weeds such 

as phalaris, Kikuyu, pines, Gorse, Blackberry and Broom. seedling 

regeneration is almost non-existent and most plants are very old.



Marsh Gum and Mount Compass Oak-bush  

are both listed as endangered species  

and protected under Federal legislation.  

A recovery program has been set up  

to conserve these species. 

Do you own a property  
with Marsh Gum or  
Mount Compass Oak-bush?
We want to know if you have these species on your property.

Together there are many ways we can help protect these  

species including:

 

Support for these activities is available from your Natural 

Resource Management Board, the Goolwa to Wellington  

Land Management Program, and the Department for  

Environment and Natural Resources.

ContaCt us

If you are interested in getting  

involved please contact us on  

8550 3400 or send us an email at  

DENRThreatenedWildlife@sa.gov.au 

For more information please visit  

our website www.environment.sa.gov.au

Roadsides are important
Roadsides provide the last remaining 

habitat for many rare plant species.  

It is important that roadside vegetation 

is protected and managed carefully. 

Particular care is needed when spraying 

weeds in roadside vegetation.

Wetlands provide  
valuable habitat  
A large number of rare and endangered 

plants grow in Swamps of the Fleurieu 

Peninsula. These habitats are nationally 

recognised as endangered ecosystems and 

are protected under Federal legislation.
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Get involved in the planting program
If you own a property with suitable habitat then you are 

encouraged to get involved in the planting program.

You can also volunteer to be part of community planting 

events which are taking place in conservation parks.

1.  Fence off habitat to protect 

these plants from grazing

2.  Control weeds using careful 

techniques that minimise 

damage to native vegetation

3.  Get involved in the planting 

program

HOW YOu CAN  
HELP SAvE  
THESE SPECIES

Above:  
Preparing a  

planting site 
in Stipiturus 

Conservation Park.


