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Bridal Creeper is a very

damaging weed in bushland

areas because of its ability to

invade healthy patches of bush,

compete for resources and

smother native plants.
Originally from South Africa,

Bridal Creeper was imported

into Australia as a garden

creeper. It is difficult to control,

as it dies back during the

summer months but continues

to spread beneath the soil

surface.
Seeds from mature fruits can

often have up to 90% viability.

Trials are currently being run

using biological controls.

A n a t i v e t o t h e

Mediterranean, stems of the

Three-cornered Garlic have

a triangular cross-section

and a pungent onion-like

smell when the plant is

crushed.

It can form dense mats from

underground bulbs which

crowd out ind igenous

ground flora and prevent the

spr ing recru i tment o f

overstorey species. I t

es tab l ishes most ly in

sheltered, shady areas.

It spreads mostly from new

bulbs on the stem post

flowering in November.

Bridal Creeper
Asparagus asparagoides

Three-cornered garlic
Allium triquetrum

Harlequin flowers and
Freesia
Sparaxis & Freesia
hybrid

spp.

Cape tulip

Homeria spp.

Freesia hybrid paraxis

Freesia

Sparaxis

and S
spp. are both native to South
Africa and can increasingly
be seen in bushland areas
during spring.
Both genus grow from a bulb
and have flat, pale green,
paper-textured leaves. They
have the ability to crowd out
native lilies and other ground
flora.

flowers are tubular

and highly fragrant with

white petals and a yellow

throat. flowers are

less tubular, white with

purple tinge to outsides of

petals, or yellow and orange

with no fragrance.

Cape Tulip is a native of

South Africa, introduced to

Australia as a garden plant.

Growing from a bulb in late

winter, Cape Tulip severely

impedes indigenous Lilies,

Orchids and other ground

flora which also have peak

growth and regeneration at

this time.

Cape Tulip plants can

produce hundreds of corms

(seed-like structures) which

may persist in the soil for

more than five years. It is

also highly toxic to livestock.

Originating in southern Europe

and northern Africa, Olives

have been named the most

serious environmental weed in

the Adelaide Hills with one

study revealing 386 plants per

hectare in a National Park, a

problem exacerbated by their

local commercial cultivation.

Infestations shade and crowd

out ground flora and taller

plants, forming dense, hardy

thickets of Olive trees.

Starlings have been shown to

spread 90% of olive seed by

feeding on the fruits.

Boneseed was introduced from

South Africa as an ornamental

garden plant.

It is capable of dominating

areas by forming dense stands

which eliminate indigenous

ground flora and prevent

overstorey regeneration.

Like many bushland weeds, it

is not reliant on disturbance to

establish. Plants thrive in a

range of conditions and can

t o l e r a t e e x t r e m e s i n

temperature. One plant can

produce 50 000 seeds

annually, which are spread by a

range of animals.

Boneseed
Chrysanthemoides
monilifera

Olive
Olea europaea

A native to South Africa, Bulbil

Watsonia was introduced as an

ornamental garden plant.

Leaves are flat and sword-like to

80 cm emerging from bulbs in

winter. The flowering stem

develops in spring with tubular,

mostly orange flowers.

Watsonia dies back over

summer, forming dense mulch,

which stops regeneration of

other species. It is widespread

but forms the most dense

infestations in moist areas.

It spreads mostly from new

bulbils on the stem after

flowering.

Bulbil Watsonia
Watsonia meriana var.
Bulbilifera

An Australian native, not

indigenous to the Onkaparinga

catchment has found its way

here as a garden plant.

It is now appearing in a variety of

locations including bushland

and watercourses. This means it

is competing for space with local

wattle species and growing

‘unchecked’ from insects and

other predators and parasites

which would otherwise help in its

control within i ts normal

distribution area.

Seeds are dispersed by birds

such as lorikeets and rosellas

and in surface water flow.

Flinders Ranges Wattle
Acacia iteaphylla
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