
WEED ALERT
Weeds of Disturbed
Areas in the Lower

Onkaparinga
Catchment

Originating from Europe and
Western Asia, Fennel has become a
widespread weed of disturbed areas.
It is an erect perennial herb 1.5-2 m
tall. Long round stems develop
yellow flowering crowns in summer.
Fennel leaves are deeply divided into
thread-like segments and give the
plant a soft hairy appearance. When
handled, Fennel has a strong
aniseed smell.

Fennel can be found along
roadsides, drainage lines, in most
urban areas and in grasslands which
are seasonally moist. Seeds are
dispersed by wind, water, animals
and machinery.

Adense Fennel infestation will crowd
out most indigenous vegetation and
severe ly impede overs torey
regeneration.

A robust perennial herb, Artichoke
Thistle is a prickly plant to 2 m
high. A rosette of leaves grows
from rootstock in winter, and then
develops long stems with a dense
flowering head.

Large, dense globular, blue or
purple flowers arrive in late spring
to summer which go to seed in late
summer. Seeds are dispersed by
wind but usually fall just a few
metres from the parent plant.
Dispersal also occurs via animals,
surface water flow and human
activities such as mowing.

Artichoke Thistle forms dense
prickly clumps which can deprive
indigenous Lilies and Orchids of
water resources as the deep
taproot draws in much of the
available water.

Fennel
Foeniculum vulgare

Artichoke Thistle
Cynara cardunculus

Bindweed
Convolvulus arvensis

Pincushion

Scabiosa atropurpurea

A creeping, climbing perennial
herb, Bindweed is considered one
of the most significant weeds
worldwide. Long thin spindly
stems spread from a very deep
root structure and are covered
with alternating arrow shaped
leaves. White/pink funnel shaped
flowers appear in late spring
through summer and sometimes
into autumn.

Bindweed twines throughout
i n d i g e n o u s v e g e t a t i o n
s m o t h e r i n g a n d c h o k i n g
surrounding plants. Seeds have a
hard impermeable coat which
allows them to remain dormant in
the soil for up to 20 years. One
plant can produce up to 500 seeds
and dense stands can produce as
many as 20 million seeds.

Originating from Europe, Asia and
Africa, Pincushion is a small,
untidy, biennial or perennial herb
to knee high. Small clustered
white or purple flowers appear at
the ends of erect stems in
summer. Seeds can lay dormant
in the soil and usually fall close to
the parent plant, although they
can be dispersed by water,
machinery or animals.

Pincushion is a fast growing weed
which will establish in most
disturbed locations such as roads,
waste areas, paths or even where
the soil has been disturbed within
remnant bushland.

As a result of its fast growing
nature Pincushion will compete
with indigenous vegetation for
space and resources.

Originating from the Mediterranean,

Rice Millet is a tufted perennial grass

with stiff stems to 1.2 m tall. Leaf

blades are slender, dark green and

glossy. The seed head opens into a

very large spread of thin branches

with small spikelets towards the end.

It flowers mainly in spring but may

be found flowering throughout the

year.

Rice Millet is commonly found along

roadsides and watercourses but will

invade grasslands and open

woodlands, especially where the soil

is sandy.

Rice Millet occupies a similar niche

to indigenous grasses and ground

flora and therefore competes for

space and resources.

An annual or perennial herb, Mallows

closely resemble the indigenous

Lavatera species. However the

flowers of Small-flowered Mallow are,

as the name suggests, much smaller.

Small-flowered Mallow grows to

about 50 cm with white/lilac flowers

which appear from mid-autumn to

early summer. Seeds are dropped

from the flower and generally grow

quite close to the parent plant.

Small-flowered Mallow occupies a

similar niche to indigenous perennial

vegetation however, its fast growing

nature allows this weed to establish

itself within disturbed sites much

more rapidly.

Small-flowered Mallow competes

with indigenous vegetation for space

and resources.

Small-flowered Mallow
Malva parviflora

Rice Millet
Piptatherum miliaceum

Hedge Mustard is an erect hairy

annual herb 30 cm to 1.5 m tall. Round,

rigid branches spread from the base

and have larger leaves in the lower

portions. Small pale yellow flowers

occur at the end of lobed stems. It

flowers in late spring through to mid to

late summer.

Hedge Mustard is a fast growing weed

which competes with indigenous

vegetation for space and resources.

Its impact is particularly prevalent on

indigenous spring flowering annuals

such as Lilies and Orchids.

Cultivated sites and waste areas are

the most common locations for

infestations of Hedge Mustard.
Hedge Mustard
Sisymbrium ssp.

Introduced from the Mediterranean,
Wild Oats is an annual tufted grass
which grows to 1.5 m tall. Flower
heads open in spring to reveal an open
cluster of flattened spikelets. Each of
these spikelets have two long, twisted
fine threads, called ‘awns’. Seeds are
spread by wind, water and animals,
and are commonly found causing
irritation in the ears and between the
paws of domesticated animals.

Wild Oats is commonly found in
pasture, roadsides, degraded areas
and can invade grasslands and open
woodlands.

The niche occupied by Wild Oats is
very similar to that of many indigenous
vegetation species and therefore will
compete for space and resources. The
rapid growth rate of Wild Oats allows it
to dominate other ground flora.

Wild Oats, Oat Grass
Avena fatua
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