
Originating from the Canary
Islands, Tagasaste has been
widely planted as stock fodder. It
thrives in disturbed and degraded
landscapes but can also invade
native ecosystems. Leaves are
divided into three leaflets. Clusters
of creamy white, pea-shaped
flowers occur in late winter and
spring.

Tagasaste produces thousands of
seeds which can lay dormant for
ten years or more. It can fix
nitrogen to the soil which may
increase soil fertility but may also
adversely affect some indigenous
species. Infestations can smother
ground flora, crowd out shrubs and
impede overstorey regeneration.
Seeds are dispersed by birds,
an ts , mach ine ry and so i l
movement.

Originating from Europe, the
M e d i t e r r a n e a n a n d A s i a ,
Hawthorn is an erect shrub to 6 m
with numerous thorny branches.
Leaves are triangular to ovate with
three distinct lobes. Strongly
scented white, cream or pink
flowers occur in clusters at the end
of branchlets in spring, followed
by fruit in summer.

Hawthorn produces many seeds
but the primary source of dispersal
has been via deliberate planting in
gardens and roadsides. Seeds
can be dispersed by animals,
machinery and birds.

Hawthorn forms dense thickets
which crowd out indigenous
vegetation and inhibit overstorey
regeneration.

Tagasaste, Tree Lucerne
Chamaesytsus proliferus Hawthorn

Crataegus monogyna

Harlequin Flowers and
Freesia
Sparaxis & Freesia
hybrid

spp.

Freesia hybrid paraxis

Freesia

Sparaxis

and S spp.

are both native to SouthAfrica and

are common garden plants which

are now invading bushland at an

alarming rate.

Both genus grow from a bulb

which shoots flat, pale green,

paper-textured leaves in late

autumn. flowers are

tubular and highly fragrant with

white petals and a yellow throat.

flowers are less-tubular,

white with purple tinge to outsides

of petals, or yellow and orange

with no fragrance. The flowers of

both species appear in spring.

They crowd out native Lilies,

Orchids and other ground flora.

Boneseed was introduced from

South Africa as an ornamental

garden plant. It is now considered

to be a

B o n e s e e d i s c a p a b l e o f

dominating areas by forming

dense stands which eliminate

indigenous ground flora and

prevent overstorey regeneration. It

can be particularly problematic in

areas of sandy soil.

Like many serious weeds, it is not

reliant on disturbance to establish.

One plant can produce 50 000

seeds annually, which are spread

by birds and animals.

weed of national

significance.

Plants thrive in

a range of conditions and tolerate

extremes in temperature.

Boneseed
Chrysanthemoides
monilifera

Originating from Western Europe
and the Mediterranean, Salvation
Jane is one of the region’s major
proclaimed weeds. It is an annual
herb, appearing as a rosette of
broad leaves, before developing a
long stem with prickly white hairs.
Purple flowers with trumpet-
shaped, fused petals occur from
early spring to late summer.

Viable seed is the only means of
dispersal. The outer coating of the
seed is rough, which allows it to
attach to animals’ coats. It is able to
pass through an animals gut without
losing viability. Seeds can be
dispersed in water, but hay
contamination has been cited as the
most significant factor for its spread.

Alkaloids in the plant make it toxic to
horses.

Salvation Jane
Echium plantagineum

AnAustralian native, not indigenous

to the Onkaparinga catchment,

Cootamundra Wattle is one of

Australia’s most widely planted

garden plants. Its most distinctive

feature is the silvery-blue foliage

which can appear feathery from a

distance.

It is now escaping from gardens and

can be found on roadsides and the

edges of bushland. Seed is spread

by birds, ants, machinery and in

garden refuse. Dormant seeds in

the soil germinate in response to

disturbance and the fast growing

plants are well adapted to a range of

soil types. This plant can impede

regeneration of over-storey plants

by competing for light and water.

Cootamundra Wattle
Acacia baileyana

Dog Rose and Briar Rose
Rosa ssp

Phalaris

Phalaris aquatica

Originating from Europe, West

Asia and North India, Briar and

Dog Roses were originally used

for hedging and ornamental

purposes. Briar and Dog roses

are large deciduous shrubs to 3 m

tall and often provide harbour for

foxes and rabbits.

The seed of Briar and Dog Roses

are dispersed by surface water

flow and by birds and animals

which eat the rosehip. Seeds can

be viable in soil for 3-4 years. The

fleshy fruit is also thought to be a

host for fruit fly.
These plants commonly form

dense thickets which crowd out

indigenous shrubs and prevent

overstorey regeneration.

This perennial grass originates

from the Mediterranean and has

become widely used as a pasture

grass inAustralia.

Phalaris forms a dense, deep-

rooted clump and can grow up to

1.6 m tall if not grazed. It can

invade and out compete most

indigenous ground flora including

native grasses.

Phalaris flowers in summer and

the small seeds are dispersed by

wind, surface water flow, animals

and machinery.

The build up of dead material in

the centre of the plant also

provides significantly more

combustible material than native

grasses.
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