
 
Do you have Pygmy Bluetongue 
Lizards on your property?   

This brochure is intended to help landholders to 
identify areas that may contain Pygmy Bluetongue 
Lizards. This endangered lizard is only found in the 
Mid North, Upper Yorke Peninsula and Northern 
Lofty.  

Checklist  

Please answer the checklist questions below. If you 
answer 'yes' to most, you may have Pygmy 
Bluetongue Lizards on your property.  

Yes    No  

 

  

 

Is the soil well-draining? 

 

  

 

Has the area never been ploughed, 
or not ploughed for several 
decades? 

 

  

 

Does the area contain native grasses 
or Iron Grass? 

 

  

 

Are there spider holes in the ground? 

For further information, please contact the 
Department of Environment, Water and Natural 
Resources on (08) 8841 3400 or SA Museum on     
(08) 8207 7461 

 

Juvenile Pygmy Bluetongue  

Further information 

If you would like to know more about managing 
Pygmy Bluetongue Lizard populations on your 
property, or have any other questions please 
contact the people below.  

Department of Environment, Water and Natural 
Resources 
Northern and Yorke Region  
Telephone: (08) 8841 3400 
Email: DENRCustomerServiceCentre@sa.gov.au 
Web: www.environment.sa.gov.au  

Dr Mark Hutchinson 
Curator of Reptiles and Amphibians 
SA Museum 
Telephone: (08) 8207 7461  
Email: hutchinson.mark@sa.gov.au                  
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Grazing and lizard habitat 

Moderate grazing helps to maintain an open 
structure to the grasslands, providing space between 
grass tussocks for spiders to dig their holes and 
Pygmy Bluetongue Lizards to then use them.   

Grasslands with open spaces between tussocks allow 
the lizards to successfully hunt for insects and spot 
danger from a long way off. 

Too little grass 

 

Too much grass 

    

At home in a disused spider burrow  

The Pygmy Bluetongue Lizard  

The Pygmy Bluetongue Lizard is unique to South 
Australia and is found in the Mid North, Upper Yorke 
Peninsula and Northern Lofty. This critically 
endangered species has only been found at 27 
small native grassland sites, all of which are on 
private land. With such a small number of lizards, in 
a restricted area of South Australia, land managers 
have an essential role to play in the conservation 
and survival of this unique species.  

The Pygmy Bluetongue Lizard is a small brown skink 
about 10 centimetres long. The males are shorter 
and stockier than the females. The head of the 
Pygmy Bluetongue Lizard is quite large and has 
scales that make its head appear armour-plated. 
Surprisingly, these lizards do not have blue tongues, 
instead their tongues are rose pink in colour.   

These lizards make their homes in unused spider 
burrows (after first eating or evicting the spider that 
dug the burrow) and spend most of their time in or 
around their burrow. Pygmy Bluetongue Lizards are 
very wary and can sense danger from a long way 
off. At the first sign of danger they will scurry back 
down their holes. This means they are very rarely 
seen. 

'Just right' 

   

Surveying for lizards  

How land managers can help  

 

Adopt a moderate grazing regime, ensuring the 
long-term productivity of your property and the 
continued existence of lizard populations. 

 

Support scientific research and monitoring 
projects carried out on your property. 

 

Use insecticides and/or herbicides cautiously, as 
they can kill both the lizards and their insect 
food. They may also cause long-term 
reproductive problems for the lizards. Contact 
PIRSA for advice on spraying for plague locusts 
or grasshoppers. 

 

Minimise ploughing or ripping for water pipelines 
or revegetation, as it can directly kill the lizards 
and destroy their burrows. 

 

Plan controlled burns outside of spring and early 
autumn, when lizards are likely to be active 
above ground, looking for mates. 

 

Consider land use changes carefully. A change 
in land use, such as construction, changed 
stocking patterns or vegetation planting, may 
negatively affect lizard populations.  

 

Avoid planting trees and shrubs as they are 
naturally rare in native grassland habitats 


