
 

  

What are Water Affecting Activities?  

Water Affecting Activities (WAA) are activities 

that have the potential to have adverse 

impacts on water resources and the 

ecosystems that depend on them, as well as 

other water users. These water resources 

include watercourses, lakes or dams, 

floodplains, groundwater, springs, wetlands, 

waterholes and catchment landscapes.  

Management of WAA is essential to 

maintaining water quality, minimising impacts 

on other water users and protecting our 

natural systems and water dependent 

ecosystems. 

For further information on activities classified 

as a WAA refer to our webpage found here: 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/waa 

Why are water recourses important? 

Water resources are vital habitats for a range 

of plant and animal species, providing food, 

water and shelter for wildlife, and corridors for 

their movement.  

Water resources need careful management. 

While they are an environmentally important 

and agriculturally productive part of our 

landscapes, they are also vulnerable to being 

damaged by cultivation, grazing, weed 

invasion, exotic deciduous trees, spray drift 

from chemicals and natural events such as 

floods and fire. Careful planning is needed to 

identify the issues, objectives and the best 

strategies. 

Who’s responsible for looking after 

water resources? 

In South Australia, all persons have a legal 

duty of care to act reasonably and responsibly 

in relation to the management of natural  

 

 

resources. This includes an obligation to 

maintain and not damage a watercourse, 

floodplain or lake. 

What is a watercourse? 

A watercourse means a river, creek, or other 

natural watercourse in which water is 

contained or flows whether permanently or 

from time to time. Examples include; a dam or 

reservoir that collects water flowing in a 

watercourse, or a lake, channel, part of a 

watercourse, or estuary, through which water 

flows. A watercourse must have a defined 

channel with both bed and banks (as 

distinguished from a mere fold or depression 

or contour in land along which surface water 

flows).  

 

What is a lake? 

A lake means a natural lake, pond, lagoon, 

wetland or spring (whether modified or not). 

What is a floodplain? 

Floodplain means any area of land adjacent to 

a watercourse, lake or estuary that is 

periodically inundated with water. 
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What activities do not require a 

permit?   

Activities that do not require a permit include: 

 Activities outlined in the Current 

Recommended Practice’s  

 Dams greater then 5ML / wall height 

greater than 3m 

 Works to desilt a dam  

 Activities outlined in an approved Best 

Practice Operating Procedure (only for 

local government and agencies). 

What is a Current Recommended 

Practice? 

A permit is not required if the proposed works 

are undertaken in accordance with a Current 

Recommended Practice (CRP). A CRP sets out 

what the Board considers to be the most 

appropriate approach, methodology and/or 

design for undertaking particular WAA. In 

some instances, a CRP may negate the 

requirement for a WAA permit. The Board 

requires to be notified prior to the 

commencement of an activity undertaken in  

accordance with a CRP in such cases.  

You can find Board approved CRP on our 

webpage found here: 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/waa 

Do I need a permit to construct, 

modify remove or repair a dam? 

If a dam are proposing to construct or modify 

is smaller than 5 mega litres, or has a wall 

height less than 3 metres, a permit through 

the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board is 

required. A permit is also required to remove 

or repair a dam wall.  

If a dam you are proposing to construct or 

modify is bigger than 5 mega litres, or has a 

wall height greater than 3 metres, or if your 

dam is located in the hills face zone, a permit 

is not required however, you must apply for 

development approval from your local council. 

 

 

 

To find out more refer to our Dams factsheet 

found on our webpage here: 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/waa 

I want to de-silt my dam, do I need a 

permit? 

A permit is not required to de-silt, which is 

often referred to as ‘cleaning out’ an on-

stream or off-stream dam provided that the  

de-silting work meets all of the following 

provisions set out in the WAA Control Policy. 

To find out the criteria for cleaning out your 

dam refer to the Dams factsheet found on our 

webpage here: 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/waa 

 

 
 

What is a Best Practice Operating 

Procedure? 

The Board has determined a process for 

granting exemptions for local government and  

other statutory authorities for particular WAA 

that would otherwise require a permit. An  

exemption to requiring a permit may be 

granted when all of the following points are 

met:  

 Where the Council or authority is able to 

present to the Board a Best Practice 

Operating Procedure (BPOP) in relation to 

the WAA; and 

 The person proposing to undertake the 

activity has obtained written approval 

from the Board to undertake the activity 

or activities in accordance with the BPOPs; 

and  
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 The activity is undertaken in accordance 

with the BPOP.  

Further information on the development of a 

BPOP please contact us to discuss.  

What other activities do not require 

a permit? 

Other activities may also be exempt if 

undertaken in accordance with Hills and 

Fleurieu WAA Control Policy. This document 

can be found on our webpage here: 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/waa or please 

contact your local regional landscape centre to 

discuss.   

Who should apply for a permit? 

Any individual or organisation proposing to 

undertake works that may impact on a water 

resource in a way that threatens the health of 

existing ecosystems and/or through activities 

that have been identified in the Hills and 

Fleurieu WAA Control Policy must apply for a 

permit. This may include landholders, property 

managers, local government, industry and any 

other entities. 

In most instances, it is the landholder’s 

responsibility to obtain a WAA permit. 

However, other parties, such as contractors, 

can apply on behalf of the landholder and/or 

with permission of the landholder to 

undertake the proposed activities. 

 

Before I complete a permit 

application form, how do I know 

what Board region the project area 

falls into? 

To confirm the Board region for the project 

area using NatureMaps, and activate the 

administrative boundaries layer to enable  

activation of the landscape management 

regions.  

 

 

 

 

 

What information needs to 

be included into the permit 

application?   

 All relevant fields within the form needs to 

be completed 

 Provided as much detail as possible  

 Prescribed fee 

 Written evidence permission from property 

owner (if applicable)  

 Photos and map of works location 

 Drawings (if applicable) 

 Water license number (if applicable)  

 Contractor details (if applicable). 

Do I need to seek advice from an 
engineer or contractor?  

For more complex works such as dam 

modification/construction or any 

structure/building to be constructed we 

recommend you seek advice from qualified 

contractors and or engineers. A report and 

accompanied designs/drawings from a 

contractor and or engineer will support your  

application.  

 

What is the assessment process? 

By law, the Board needs to assess your 

application against the relevant principles and 

objectives in Hills and Fleurieu WAA Control 

Policy and any relevant water allocation plan. 

These polices can be found on our webpage. 
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How long does the assessment 

process take? 

You will need to apply for your permit at least 

two months before you intend to undertake  

the activity. Once received, we will access your 

application as quickly as possible, this may 

take up to 40 working days. If you have been 

requested to provide additional information, 

the timeframe maybe extended to take 

account of delays in obtaining additional 

information. 

Will someone come out to my 

property? 

Possibly. If more information is required we 

will arrange a suitable time with the 

landowner.  

Will I be contacted if my permit is 

approved or refused? 

The Board will notify you of the decision in 

writing. You may be required to undertake  

additional actions in accordance with the 

conditions of an approved permit. If your 

permit application is not approved, or you  

disagree with any of the permit conditions, 

you may appeal to the Environment, Resources  

and Development Court within six (6) weeks of 

the decision. 

 
How long is the permit valid for? 

A permit is valid for 12 months from the date 

of issue.  

 

 

 

Can an extension be granted?  

It can be extended if required. All that  

is needed is a request in writing to the WAA 

Officer detailing the date to which the 

extension is required. You can send this 

through to: hf.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au.  

Can the permit be transferred to 

another person? 

Permits are not transferable. 

If the works I originally planned to 

undertake change, what do I do? 

Contact the WAA Officer to advise of such 

changes and send through the revised works 

plan to: hf.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au. 

What do permit conditions mean? 

Granted permits are issued subject to  

conditions that must be complied with. A 

standard condition looks like - The proposed 

works must be undertaken in a manner that 

prevents silt or sediment leaving the site 

including, but not limited to, the use of erosion 

and sediment control measures, such as 

catch/diversion drains, re-vegetation, hay bale 

barriers, filter fences, sediment traps and basins. 

The proposed works must also be completed 

in accordance with the permits application 

(including all documents submitted with the 

application).  

What happens once the works are 

completed?  

Upon completion of the works a ‘Works 

Completion Notice’ which accompanies the  

permit must be completed and returned to  

Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board no later 

than 14 working days after the works are 

concluded. This is a standard condition  

included in your permit. A site visit maybe  

required to ensure permit conditions have 

been met. 
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I have undertaken works without a 

permit or I have breached my permit 

conditions, what happens?  

Undertaking a WAA without a permit or 

breach of the permit conditions is an offence 

under the Landscape SA Act 2019 (LSA Act). 

You will be contacted by the WAA Officer and 

a site visit will be required. The serving of 

Protection Orders or criminal/civil enforcement 

notices may be undertaken by the Department  

for Environment and Water for breaches of the 

Act. The serving of protection orders or 

criminal/civil enforcement notices may be 

undertaken by the Board for breaches of the  

LSA Act. Financial penalties or prosecution may 

also apply.  

I have litter in the watercourse, 

which flows, through my property. 

Can staff provide assistance? 

Landowners are responsible for the section of 

watercourse, which flows through their 

property. Local landscape staff can provide 

advice on how to remove waste and organic 

matter from the watercourse, but cannot assist 

in the physical clean up. 

I am about to purchase a property 

with a watercourse on it. Where can 

I find more information? 

It is recommended that you contact your local 

regional landscape centre. Water staff will be 

able to provide advice and support.  

Can I build or extend a house on / in 

/ next to a watercourse? 

Queries of this nature should be directed to 

the local council as they are the decision 

makers when building consent is required and  

can provide further information regarding the 

process.   

 

 

Need more information 

Contact the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board at 

Mt Barker on (08) 8391 7500 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/waa 

 

 


