
What does it look like?
There are two types of Stringybark in the South East: Brown 
Stringybark (Eucalyptus baxteri) which occurs in the southern part 
of the region; and Desert Stringybark (Eucalyptus arenacea) which 
is found north of Naracoorte. Brown Stringybark can be single- or 
multi-trunked but is a more upright tree growing up to 25m tall. 
Desert Stringybark is a multi-stemmed, spreading tree, growing 3-10 
m tall and is more tolerant of seasonally dry conditions. Both species 
have stringy-fibrous grey-brown bark. The best way of identifying 
these trees is by looking at the number and shape of the fruits (nuts).

Stringybark woodlands vary from open woodlands with sporadic 
tall shrubs and/or low trees, sometimes with a heathy understorey 
(Brown Stringybark woodland), to low dense mallee formations 
over a diverse understorey of shrubs (Desert Stringybark woodland).

Where is it found?
Stringybark woodlands are found throughout the South East and 
grow well on most well-drained soils. Commonly found on deep, 
infertile sandy soils,  these woodlands are often the vegetation that 
has been left un-cleared on the sandy dune-ridges.

Examples of this type of vegetation around the region include: 
Geegeela Conservation Park (CP) near Frances which contains 
Desert Stringybark; and Padthaway CP, Penola CP and Telford 
Scrub CP (just north of Mount Gambier) which contain Brown 
Stringybark.

Importance
Due to the sandy and infertile soil types associated with these 
woodlands, some large areas remain. Where grazing has occurred, 
the understorey is typically modified. Managing these grazed areas 
and conserving others will ensure the stability of these fragile 
landscapes.

Stringybark woodlands provide important habitat for many native 
species. In spring the flowering heath is a myriad of colour which 
attracts pollinating insects and honeyeaters. Brown Stringybark 
and Desert Stringybark are 2 of the 3 types of seeds eaten by the 
endangered Red-tailed Black Cockatoo (they also eat Buloke seed, 
a primary food source for this species). Stringybark woodlands are 
particularly important if they are within close proximity to large tree 
hollows suitable for breeding. They also provide valuable habitat for 
a range of other native flora and fauna.
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The Golden Whistler is 
one of Australia’s loudest 
and most beautiful 
songsters; listen out for 
their beautiful song.

Calytrix tetragona - 
Common Fringe-myrtle



Threats
Although this is one of the most common woodland types in 
the region, it is important that it is protected from any further 
clearance, and that the quality of the vegetation is maintained. 

Weed invasion: these woodlands are particularly susceptible to 
invasion by woody weeds such as African Boneseed, Boxthorn, 
Coastal Wattle and Italian Buckthorn which out-compete native 
plants, preventing natural regeneration. Bridal creeper is also 
common in this vegetation type.

Grazing pressure: long-term grazing and use by stock leads to soil 
compaction and ring-barking due to rubbing and chewing and a 
general decline in the quality of the woodland and remnant trees. 
Stock also trample the understorey, damaging the fragile herbs and 
flowering plants leading to a general decline in the quality of the 
woodland.

Disconnected remnants: where woodlands have been broken 
up into smaller, isolated patches, movement of birds and animals 
across the landscape and between patches is reduced. 

Bushfire: Too frequent burning significantly reduces the seed crop 
in Stringybarks and this has a negative impact on the Red-tailed 
Black Cockatoo. Trees that are subject to canopy scorch produce 
on average 50% less food for 10 years post scorch. High intensity 
bushfires create conditions favourable to weed invasion and soil 
erosion.

Restoration Action
Restoring and/or reconnecting these woodlands is of vital 
importance. Any areas of Stringybark with native plants existing 
underneath are of highest priority. Groups of trees in paddocks 
should not be dismissed as they are important stepping-stones 
enabling wildlife to move across cleared and modified landscapes.

Weed control 
Active management of weeds will allow more native plants to 
persist. Monterey Pine (Pinus radiata) is known to invade these 
woodlands, particularly where they exist adjacent to forestry 
plantations.

Controlled grazing 
Management of stock to encourage natural regeneration of new 
seedlings, especially in the ground layer is an important part of 
protecting these woodlands. Fencing to control and/or remove 
grazing for lengthy periods will begin this process. Replace 
sentence that is crossed out with: Once grazing pressure has been 
removed, a focus on the control of pasture grasses and weeds may 
be necessary.

Link remnants 
Where possible link remnant woodlands or revegetate to connect 
groups of scattered trees; revegetate between patches with 
seedlings. Seedlings are highly palatable so they will need to be 
protected from herbivory by secure tree guards. Watering the 
seedlings for the first year improves establishment and weed control 
for several years is necessary for a successful site.

Farmers have shown that conserving biodiversity and native 
vegetation on their farms supports sustainable agriculture.

Further Advice
Contact Natural Resources South East on 8735 7177 to supply a list 
of regional revegetation contractors, consultants and specialists to 
advise on your project.

Other species that can be found in Stringybark woodlands include:

Plants
• Desert Banksia Banksia ornata 
• Oyster Bay pine Callitris rhomboidea 
• Silver Banksia Banksia marginata

Mammals
• Little Pygmy possum  
 Cercartetus lepidus 
• Yellow-footed Antechinus  
 Antechinus flavipes

Birds
• South-eastern Red-tailed Black Cockatoo  
 Calyptorhynchus banksii graptogyne 
• Blue–winged Parrot  
 Neophema chrysostoma 
• Scarlet Robin Petrioca boodang 
• White-throated Treecreeper  
 Cormobates leucophaeus

Reptiles
• Sleepy Lizard Tiliqua rugosa

Astroloma 
conostephioides  - 

Flame Heath
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South-eastern Red-tailed 
Black Cockatoo’s are 
picky eaters feeding 
only on the seeds of 
Stringybark and Buloke.

Correa reflexa - 
Common Correa
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Hibbertia sp. - 
Guinea flower

Arthropodium strictum - 
Chocolate Lily

Banksia marginata - 
Silver Banksia


