
 

 

 Review of water allocation reductions 

under the Lower Limestone Coast Water 

Allocation Plan 

In May 2018, the Minister for Environment and Water put a hold on any further reductions to allocations in the Lower Limestone 

Coast Prescribed Wells Area and requested that the South East Natural Resources Management Board initiate a review of the 

science underpinning the reductions in the 2013 Lower Limestone Coast Water Allocation Plan (the Plan). 

The Board engaged the Goyder Institute for Water Research as an independent body to conduct the science review which 

found that a substantial body of scientific work underpins water allocation planning in the Lower Limestone Coast. Based on 

the recommendations from the science review, a new assessment of the risk to water resources in the Lower Limestone Coast 

was undertaken in 2019. The assessment identified that the risk to water resources remains high in the management area of 

Coles, but has reduced in all other management areas that had undergone reductions to allocations in 2016 (Short, Zone 3A, 

Zone 5A, Frances and Hynam East). The assessment also found two new management areas at high risk:  Joanna and 

MacDonnell. The additional 53 management areas in the Lower Limestone Coast remain at low or medium risk.  

The Minister has considered the outcomes of the science review and the risk assessment, and intends to implement the 

following in response:  

 not implementing reductions scheduled from 2018 in management areas that have changed from high risk to either 

medium or low risk (Short, Frances, Hynam East, Zone 3A and Zone 5A); 

 implementing the reductions set out in the Plan for Coles, which remains at high risk; 

 not implementing reductions in MacDonnell and Joanna where the risk has changed from medium to high, and instead 

working with licence holders to address these risks;  

 completing the procedure to reduce allocations for forests harvested in 2017 in Coles, Short and Zone 3A, which was 

interrupted by the hold on reductions; 

 not returning reductions to allocations made in 2016, as a precautionary measure while further technical work is carried 

out over the next three years. 
 

What does this mean for licensees? 
The changes to the reductions scheme set out in the Plan will have different effects in each management area. 

 

Coles management area  

As the Coles management area remains at high risk, reductions for both irrigation and forest licensees will continue as per the 

Plan.  

For irrigation water licences, the 8.5% reduction that was put on hold for 2018 will be implemented together with further 

reductions scheduled for 1 July 2020 and 2022. These further reductions will not exceed 10%. 

 

The reductions to water allocations for forests harvested in the 2017 calendar year, which were scheduled to be finalised in June 

2018 but were interrupted by the Minister’s hold on reductions, will now be completed. This will require an amendment to 

Regulation 21A of the Natural Resources Management (General) Regulations 2005. Meetings will be held with forest water licence 

holders in February 2020 to discuss the amendments to the regulations.  

 

Reductions to forest allocations will continue until the maximum reduction required in Coles is met (50%). Water allocations for 

forestry are reduced following the harvest of trees, rather than every two years as in the case of allocations for irrigation. Once 

the maximum allocation reduction required for the Coles management area has been applied to a forest water licence, no 

further reductions to the allocation will occur as forests are continued to be harvested.  As a result, holders of forest water 

licences may find that the timing and extent of their reductions may be different from other forest water licence holders, as it is 

dependent on the order and area of harvesting of forests in the entire management area. 



 

 

Short and Zone 3A management areas 

The management areas of Short and Zone 3A have reduced from high to medium and low risk, respectively. As a result, the 

2018, 2020 and 2022 reductions scheduled for irrigation water licences will not occur. Allocations for forests harvested in 2018 

onwards will also not be reduced. 

 

The reductions to water allocations for forests harvested in the 2017 calendar year, which were scheduled to be finalised in June 

2018 but were interrupted by the Minister’s hold on reductions, will now be completed. This will require an amendment to 

Regulation 21A of the Natural Resources Management (General) Regulations 2005. Meetings will be held with forest water licence 

holders in February 2020 to discuss the amendments to the regulations.  

 

Water allocations for forestry are reduced following the harvest of forest trees, rather than every two years as in the case of 

irrigation allocation. Once the maximum allocation reduction required for the Short or Zone 3A management area has been 

applied to a forest water licence, no further reductions to the allocation will occur as forests are continued to be harvested.  As 

a result, holders of forest water licences may find that the timing and extent of their reductions may be different from other 

forest water licence holders, as it is dependent on the order and area of harvesting of forests in the entire management area. 

MacDonnell and Joanna management areas  

These two management areas have increased from medium to high risk.  

The reductions set out in the Plan for new high risk areas will not be implemented. Instead, the Board and the Department for 

Environment and Water will hold meetings in February 2020 with licence holders in these areas to discuss how to manage these 

high risks.  

 

Zone 5A, Frances and Hynam East management areas 

The risk in these management areas has now reduced to medium or low. As a result, no further reductions to allocations will 

occur during the life of the Plan.  

 

All other management areas 

The risk in the remaining 53 management areas remains medium or low. No reductions will occur to water allocations in these 

management areas during the life of the Plan. 

 

 

 

 

More information 

 

For more information contact Mr David Williamson, 

Team Leader Water Licensing South East on telephone: 

(08)8735 1134 or email: david.williamson@sa.gov.au.  
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