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Water Allocation Plans set up rules and limits on the taking and use of water resources prescribed under the 
Landscape South Australia Act 2019. Consumptive pools and management zones are proposed for the 
draft Tatiara Water Allocation Plan (WAP) to support sustainable water management and use.
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What are the management zones proposed
for each consumptive pool?

1. Zone 9A Confined Management Zone

2. Zone 8A Confined Management Zone

3. Zone 7A Confined Management Zone

4. Keith Confined Management Zone

5. Wirrega Confined Management Zone

Eight management zones are proposed for the Tatiara 
Unconfined Consumptive Pools.

Five in the Mallee Highlands:

6. Wirrega Unconfined Management Zone

7. Stirling-Willalooka Unconfined Management Zone

8. Poocher Unconfined Management Zone in the Coastal
-- Plains.

The proposed zone boundaries are shown on the following 
page.

Each Water Access Entitlement on a Water Licence will refer to 
both the consumptive pool and management zone that it relates 
to (see Fact Sheet 1 - Water Licence Instruments). 

What is a consumptive pool?
A consumptive pool is a defined amount of water that can 
be made available for consumptive uses within a prescribed 
water resource area.

What are the consumptive pools proposed for
the draft Tatiara Water Allocation Plan?

There are two consumptive pools proposed for the Tatiara 
Prescribed Wells area in the WAP:

1. The Tatiara Confined Consumptive Pool, which includes
the groundwater in the confined (deeper) aquifers

2. The Tatiara Unconfined Consumptive Pool, which
includes the groundwater in the unconfined (shallower)
aquifers

All two consumptive pools extend across the entire Tatiara 
Prescribed Wells Area (PWA).

A volume of water available for extraction has been set for the 
confined and unconfined consumptive pools. These volumes 
account for the quality and quantity of water needed to 
maintain the condition and function of each aquifer, maintain 
water dependent ecosystems and allow for ongoing demand. 
The available volume for extraction includes licenced use for 
irrigation and industrial purposes as well as unlicensed use 
including for stock and domestic purposes and authorised 
water uses such as fire fighting and road making.
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Five management zones are proposed for the Tatiara 
Confined Consumptive Pool:

What is a management zone?
Within each of the consumptive pools, management zones 
have been proposed to allow rules or limits to be set up for 
particular areas.  

This allows for more targeted management of the 
consumptive pools, as the rules or limits can be applied either 
across the PWA or just within a management zone.

Three in the Coastal Plains:

1. Shaugh Unconfined Management Zone

2. Zone 8A Unconfined Management Zone

3. Tatiara Unconfined Management Zone

4. North Pendleton-Cannawigara Unconfined Management
Zone

5. Wirrega South Unconfined Management Zone in the
Mallee Highlands
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Tatiara Confined Consumptive Pool - 
management zones
The boundaries of these zones has not changed from 
those management area boundaries defined in the 2010 
Tatiara Water Allocation Plan.

The three eastern management zones align with the 
zones identified in the Groundwater (Border Agreement) 
Agreement Act 1985. 

Tatiara Unconfined Consumptive Pool - 
management zones
The unconfined aquifer is divided into two main 
hydrogeological areas - the Mallee Highlands to the 
east and the Coastal Plains in the west.

In the Mallee Highlands, the three most eastern 
management zones along the State border line up 
with the zones identified in the Groundwater (Border 
Agreement) Agreement Act 1985. The two other 
management zones cover the remainder of the Mallee 
Highlands area that is north and south of Wirrega. 

In the Coastal Plains, the two larger management 
zones are defined by the hydrogeological boundary 
and historical management area boundaries. 

A new, small management zone has been defined 
around Poocher Swamp to allow for specific limits and 
rules to be made to protect the Swamp and sustain the 
Bordertown water supply (See Fact Sheet 6 - Poocher 
Swamp).




