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The 2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan will introduce a new water license authorisation system. This system 
will follow state and national policy that promotes the separation of water rights. This means splitting 
water rights and permissions into individual instruments.  

2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan 
Water Licence Instruments

Limestone Coast Landscape Board

What are the four main water licencing 
instruments?
The four licencing instruments are:

1. Water Access Entitlement
2. Water Allocation
3. Water Resource Works Approval
4. Site Use Approval.

These are described on the following page.

How is the new water licencing system different?
Instead of one water licence, the new licensing system under 
the draft 2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan (WAP) introduces 
four separate water licencing instruments, in line with the 
requirements of the Landscape South Australia Act 2019.

The separate instruments distinguish between an ongoing right 
to access water, called an entitlement, and the actual volume of 
water allocated each year. They allow water licence holders to 
access and extract a volume of water and will provide greater 
flexibility for trading.

A water licence is still not required to take water for stock or 
domestic purposes. 

Water management instruments under
the 2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan

Site Use Approval
The approval to use water in a particular way at a 

specific locations (aquaculture only).

Water Resource Works Approval
The approval to construct and operate water 

infrastructure such as pumps or wells for the purpose 
of taking water.

INCLUDED:

A right to take water from
the resource

Allocation

Wells and land on which
water may be taken and

used

Purpose of use conditions

Water Allocation
The actual volume of water permitted to be taken 

each year

Water Access Entitlement
The ongoing right to a share of the water resource

Water licence under
previous plan
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What is a Water Resource Works Approval?
A Water Resource Works Approval gives the right to construct, 
maintain and operate a well and associated infrastructure to 
extract groundwater. Each approval is directly related to the 
site of the well or wells and cannot be transferred.

A Water Resource Works Approval is not required for a well 
used exclusively to take water for domestic purposes of stock 
(other than stock subject to intensive farming).

A Water Resource Works Approval can apply to one or more 
wells if they are located in the same or adjacent parcels of land 
in the same management zone.

A works approval is not directly linked to an entitlement or 
allocation, but each approval will describe the annual 
maximum volume of water that may be extracted from the well 
or wells listed on the approval.

During the change over to the new WAP, it is proposed that all 
existing water licence holders will be granted a Water Resource 
Works Approval or Approvals for the wells listed on their 
previous licence. 

Without a Water Resource Works Approval, no water subject 
to an allocation may be taken from a well.

What is a Site Use Approval?

It is proposed that a Site Use Approval will be required to 
regulate licenced water used for aquaculture. This will make 
sure that the water used in aquaculture can continue to be 
managed appropriately. A Site Use Approval will not be 
required for any other use of water. 

A Site Use Approval is attached to the land where the water is 
taken and used for aquaculture. It cannot be transferred from 
that land.
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What is a water access entitlement?
A Water Access Entitlement gives the holder a right to a share 
of water in a consumptive pool and the specified management 
zone within that consumptive pool (see Fact Sheet 3). The 
share of water will be expressed as a unit share of the water 
available for extraction. Each unit share in the draft Tatiara WAP 
is equivalent to 1 kilolitre (kL).

A Water Access Entitlement is not attached to a specific parcel 
of land and can be used anywhere within the listed 
management zone of the relevant consumptive pool. 

Each Water Access Entitlement will be allocated a class which 
describes the allowed water uses. (See Fact Sheet 2 - Water 
Access Entitlement Classes). 

It is proposed that water access entitlements will not change 
for the life of the WAP once granted. They would only change if 
they are traded or sold.

During the change over to the new WAP, all existing water 
licence holders will be granted a water licence containing 
Water Access Entitlement unit shares equal to the same volume 
of water as their previous annual water allocation.

What is a Water Allocation?
A Water Allocation is the actual volume of water from the 
Water Access Entitlement that is allowed to be taken for use 
each year. 

Water Allocations will be reviewed annually and an allocation 
will be set for each water use year (July 1 to June 30). 

It is proposed that this volume will usually be equal to the full 
Water Access Entitlement for the year unless a restriction has 
been applied due to a resource condition trigger value level 
being reached (See Fact Sheet 4 - Resource Condition Limit / 
Resource Condition Triggers). 

Like Water Access Entitlements, a Water Allocation is not 
attached to a specific parcel of land and may be used anywhere 
within the listed management zone of the relevant 
consumptive pool.

Water Allocation Carryover
For water used for irrigation, recreation, industry or 
public water supply, it it proposed the draft 2021 Tatiara 
WAP allow licensees to carryover an unused Water 
Allocation into the next water use year.

No more than 20% of a Water Allocation would be allowed to 
be carried over in any year.

Unused water in a water water allocation for frost control in 
grapes may be carried over with a volume equivalent to no 
more than the unused volume from the preceding two years.
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The draft 2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan will introduce a new water license authorisation system. Four 
water licencing instruments are defined including Water Access Entitlements with different classes that set 
out how the water is managed and can be used.

2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan 
Classes of Water Access 
Entitlement

Limestone Coast Landscape Board

How do the Water Access Entitlement classes 
relate to the old licence system?

• Class T is equivalent to the tradable component

• Class Ta is equivalent to the water holding 
licences

• Class D is equivalent to the delivery supplement 
component for flood irrigation licences

• Class S is equivalent to the special production 
requirements component

Can the class of a Water Access Entitlement be 
changed?

No, except where a Class Ta entitlement is changed to a Class 
T entitlement when the appropriate requirements have been 
met.

What specific rules apply to the Water Access 
Entitlement classes?

Both Class D and Class S Water Access Entitlements are linked 
to use with Class T Water Access Entitlement on the same 
Water Licence. They cannot be used just on their own.

Where a Class D or Class S Water Access Entitlement is no 
longer required or cannot be used for its purpose of use, it is 
forfeited.

What is Water Access Entitlement?
A Water Access Entitlement gives the holder a right to a share 
of water in a consumptive pool and the specified 
management zone within that consumptive pool (see Fact 
Sheet 3). The share of water will be set as a unit share of the 
water available for extraction. Each unit share in the Tatiara 
WAP is equivalent to 1 kilolitre (kL).

Water Access Entitlement will be allocated a class which sets 
the permitted purpose of use of the water. 

It is proposed that during the change over to the new WAP, 
all existing water licence holders will be granted a new water 
licence containing Water Access Entitlement unit shares equal 
to the same volume of water as their previous annual water 
allocation.

• Its consumptive pool and management zone (see Fact
Sheet 3 - Consumptive Pools and Management Zones)

• The primary purpose of water use.

The four classes proposed and their purposes are detailed in 
Table 1.

Class T and Class Ta may only be used for one of the specific 
purposes described in Table 1, which will also be listed on the 
entitlement. Changing this use to another of the listed 
purposes requires approval.

Class D may only be used for the specific use (flood irrigation) 
and cannot be changed.

Class S may only be used for one of the specific uses listed 
and cannot be changed. 
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Can how water is used be changed?

Each Water Access Entitlement on a water licence will be 
allotted to one of four classes depending on: 
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Table 1: Water Access Entitlement classes, zones and purposes of use 

Consumptive Pool Class Purposes of Use 

Tatiara Confined 

Consumptive Pool 
T 

Industrial 

Recreational 

Irrigation 

Public water supply 

Tatiara Unconfined 

Consumptive Pool 

T 

Aquaculture 

Industrial 

Industrial dairy 

Intensive animal keeping 

Irrigation 

Public water supply 

Recreation 

Ta 

Aquaculture 

Industrial 

Industrial dairy 

Intensive animal keeping 

Irrigation  

D Flood irrigation 

S 

Sub clover seed 

Onions 

Potatoes 

Max production pasture flood 

Frost protection 
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Water Allocation Plans set up rules and limits on the taking and use of water resources prescribed under the 
Landscape South Australia Act 2019. Consumptive pools and management zones are proposed for the 
draft Tatiara Water Allocation Plan (WAP) to support sustainable water management and use.

2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan
Consumptive pools 
and management zones

Limestone Coast Landscape Board

What are the management zones proposed
for each consumptive pool?

1. Zone 9A Confined Management Zone

2. Zone 8A Confined Management Zone

3. Zone 7A Confined Management Zone

4. Keith Confined Management Zone

5. Wirrega Confined Management Zone

Eight management zones are proposed for the Tatiara 
Unconfined Consumptive Pools.

Five in the Mallee Highlands:

6. Wirrega Unconfined Management Zone

7. Stirling-Willalooka Unconfined Management Zone

8. Poocher Unconfined Management Zone in the Coastal
-- Plains.

The proposed zone boundaries are shown on the following 
page.

Each Water Access Entitlement on a Water Licence will refer to 
both the consumptive pool and management zone that it relates 
to (see Fact Sheet 1 - Water Licence Instruments). 

What is a consumptive pool?
A consumptive pool is a defined amount of water that can 
be made available for consumptive uses within a prescribed 
water resource area.

What are the consumptive pools proposed for
the draft Tatiara Water Allocation Plan?

There are two consumptive pools proposed for the Tatiara 
Prescribed Wells area in the WAP:

1. The Tatiara Confined Consumptive Pool, which includes
the groundwater in the confined (deeper) aquifers

2. The Tatiara Unconfined Consumptive Pool, which
includes the groundwater in the unconfined (shallower)
aquifers

All two consumptive pools extend across the entire Tatiara 
Prescribed Wells Area (PWA).

A volume of water available for extraction has been set for the 
confined and unconfined consumptive pools. These volumes 
account for the quality and quantity of water needed to 
maintain the condition and function of each aquifer, maintain 
water dependent ecosystems and allow for ongoing demand. 
The available volume for extraction includes licenced use for 
irrigation and industrial purposes as well as unlicensed use 
including for stock and domestic purposes and authorised 
water uses such as fire fighting and road making.
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Five management zones are proposed for the Tatiara 
Confined Consumptive Pool:

What is a management zone?
Within each of the consumptive pools, management zones 
have been proposed to allow rules or limits to be set up for 
particular areas.  

This allows for more targeted management of the 
consumptive pools, as the rules or limits can be applied either 
across the PWA or just within a management zone.

Three in the Coastal Plains:

1. Shaugh Unconfined Management Zone

2. Zone 8A Unconfined Management Zone

3. Tatiara Unconfined Management Zone

4. North Pendleton-Cannawigara Unconfined Management
Zone

5. Wirrega South Unconfined Management Zone in the
Mallee Highlands
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Tatiara Confined Consumptive Pool - 
management zones
The boundaries of these zones has not changed from 
those management area boundaries defined in the 2010 
Tatiara Water Allocation Plan.

The three eastern management zones align with the 
zones identified in the Groundwater (Border Agreement) 
Agreement Act 1985. 

Tatiara Unconfined Consumptive Pool - 
management zones
The unconfined aquifer is divided into two main 
hydrogeological areas - the Mallee Highlands to the 
east and the Coastal Plains in the west.

In the Mallee Highlands, the three most eastern 
management zones along the State border line up 
with the zones identified in the Groundwater (Border 
Agreement) Agreement Act 1985. The two other 
management zones cover the remainder of the Mallee 
Highlands area that is north and south of Wirrega. 

In the Coastal Plains, the two larger management 
zones are defined by the hydrogeological boundary 
and historical management area boundaries. 

A new, small management zone has been defined 
around Poocher Swamp to allow for specific limits and 
rules to be made to protect the Swamp and sustain the 
Bordertown water supply (See Fact Sheet 6 - Poocher 
Swamp).



It is proposed that the draft 2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan will use resource condition indicators with set 
water quality and quantity values that if reached, will trigger management action to prevent adverse long-
term impacts on water resources, water users and the environment. By responding when these trigger values 
are reached, further deterioration of the resource can be avoided.

2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan
Resource Condition Limits and 
Resource Condition Triggers

Limestone Coast Landscape Board

What is a resource condition indicator?
A resource condition indicator is a measurable feature that 
can be used to assess the quality or quantity of a water 
resource. These indicators can be used to track the response 
of a water resource to taking and use of the water, land use 
change or climate change. In the draft 2021 Tatiara Water 
Allocation Plan (WAP), four types of indicators are proposed:

1. Groundwater level
2. Groundwater salinity
3. Hydraulic gradient (see Box 1)
4. Hydraulic head (confined aquifer).

What is a resource condition limit?

A resource condition limit (RCL) is the threshold value of a 
resource condition indicator which if passed beyond poses 
unacceptable risks to water users, water dependent 
ecosystems and the sustainable condition of the resource. 

For example, if groundwater levels reduce significantly, wells 
may not be deep enough for licensees to access groundwater 
which may impact their operations and productivity. 

The aim of the draft Tatiara WAP is to maintain the condition 
of the water resources above all RCLs.

The RCLs defined for each management zone in the draft 
Tatiara WAP have been identified in consultation with the 
Tatiara Stakeholder Advisory Group and informed by the best 
available science. 
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Box 1
The hydraulic gradient describes how the 
effective elevation of the water table 
changes and drives the sideways flow in 
groundwater. 

In the Tatiara Prescribed Wells Area, the 
unconfined aquifer is recharged by rainfall. 
The groundwater flows from the Highland 
areas to the Coastal Plain, creating a 
hydraulic gradient from east to west. 

Maintaining this hydraulic gradient is 
important to ensure throughflow and 
prevent salt accumulation in the aquifers. 
www.landscape.sa.gov.au/lc
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What resource condition limits are proposed for 
the Tatiara Water Allocation Plan?
RCLs have been identified for all resource condition indicators. 

RCLs for the eight management zones of the unconfined 
aquifer refer to changes in groundwater level compared to a 
baseline value (e.g. a 5m drop below 2015 winter water levels). 
For the Poocher management zone, where maintaining 
groundwater salinity at current levels is critical to support the 
supply of water to Bordertown, an RCL of 850mg/L  of total 
dissolves salts (TDS) is defined. 

The RCL for the coastal plain management zones of the 
unconfined aquifer refer to the maintenance of the east to 
west hydraulic gradient (see Box 1). 

The RCL for the five management zones of the confined 
aquifer refers to maintaining the hydraulic head above the top 
of the aquitard.

What is a resource condition trigger?

To maintain the water resource’s condition above the RCLs, the 
draft Tatiara WAP introduces resource condition triggers 
(RCTs) directly associated with each RCL.

The resource condition triggers are set above the resource 
condition limit. If reached, they trigger a specific management 
response set out in the draft Tatiara WAP that is designed to 
help prevent further deterioration and to restore the resource 
condition.

For each RCL, there are three levels of resource condition 
triggers, each with a specific management response. A greater 
level of management action is applied as each level is 
triggered.

What happens if a resource condition trigger is 
reached?

The types and levels of management action and when they will 
be applied will be set out in the draft Tatiara WAP. 
Example management actions include:

• Notification of licensees regarding trigger exceedence

• Suspension of transfers

• Suspension of approvals to construct new wells

• Suspension of approvals to increase the maximum annual
volume on a Water Resource Works Approval

• Reductions in the maximum annual volume allowed on a
Water Resource Works Approval

• Reductions to annual water allocations.

These management actions will only apply to the management 
zone where a trigger has been exceeded and not to the entire 
prescribed wells area.

Where restrictions to allocations are applied, these may be 
stepped up if the next trigger level is reached.

When a resource condition trigger level recovers, management 
actions for that level will be removed.

How much notice will be given for any changes 
in water allocations?
If reductions to water allocations are required in response to a 
RCT value level being reached, it is proposed that a minimum 
lead in time of 18 months would be provided. 

Could my water allocation be reduced?
Yes. Water allocations, which determine the actual volume of 
water a licensee can take annually in the affected 
management zone, may be restricted as a result of a resource 
condition trigger level being reached. 

However, water access entitlements, the licence holder's 
entitled share of the consumptive pool, will remain the same.

How will resource condition be monitored?

The draft Tatiara WAP describes an extensive monitoring 
program to monitor the resource condition limits and triggers 
and allow for the timely carrying out of management actions 
when required to protect the water resources.

In the Unconfined Consumptive Pool it is planned to used 64 
observation wells to monitor groundwater level and three 
pairs of observation wells to monitor the hydraulic gradient. 
In the Poocher management zone, eight observation wells will 
be used to monitor salinity. 

In the Confined Consumptive Pool, it is planned to use 
five observation wells to monitor groundwater level 
(hydraulic head). Less observation wells are needed as 
there is less water taken from the Confined Consumptive 
Pool and risks to the resource condition are lower.

Tables outlining the RCL and RCT for each resource condition 
indicator, along with the proposed management actions 
responses when a trigger value level is exceeded, are set out 
on the next two pages. 
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Consumptive Pool 

Management Zone 

Resource 

Condition 

Indicator 

RCL Threshold 

Value 

RCT 

Threshold 

Value 

Trigger Value Level 

a), b) and c) 

Management Response to Trigger Value Level 

a), b) and c) 

Stirling – Willalooka, 

Wirrega and 

Poocher Unconfined 

Management Zones 

Underground 

water level 

decline 

1 m below 2015 

winter level 

(base value) 

0.5 m below 

2015 winter 

level (base 

value) 

a) 25% of spring observations in monitored wells

exceed the RCT Threshold Value 

b) 50% of spring observations in monitored wells

exceed the RCT Threshold Value 

c) 75% of spring observations in monitored wells

exceed the RCT Threshold Value and/or 20% of 

observations in monitored wells exceed the RCL 

Threshold Value 

a) Licensees to be notified. No transfer of

entitlements permitted in. No new wells permitted. 

No increases to the maximum annual volume on 

Water Resource Works Approvals permitted. 

b) Licensees to be notified. A 20% reduction to all

classes of allocations. 

c) Licensees to be notified. An additional 20%

reduction to a total of 40% to all classes of 

allocations. 

North Pendleton - 

Cannawigara, 

Wirrega South, 

Shaugh, Zone 8A 

and Tatiara 

Unconfined 

Management Zones 

5 m below 2015 

winter level 

(base value) 

2.5 m below 

2015 winter 

level (base 

value) 

a) 25% of spring observations in monitored wells

exceed the RCT Threshold Value 

b) 50% of spring observations in monitored wells

exceed the RCT Threshold Value 

c) 75% of spring observations in monitored wells

exceed the RCT Threshold Value and/or 20% of

observations in monitored wells exceed the RCL

Threshold Value

a) Licensees to be notified. No transfer of

entitlements permitted in. No new wells permitted. 

No increases to the maximum annual volume on 

Water Resource Works Approvals permitted. 

b) Licensees to be notified. A 20% reduction to all

classes of allocations. 

c) Licensees to be notified. An additional 20%

reduction to a total of 40% to all classes of 

allocations. 

Stirling – Willalooka, 

Wirrega and 

Poocher Unconfined 

Management Zones 

(Coastal Plains 

unconfined 

hydrogeological 

area) 

Hydraulic 

gradient – east to 

west flow 

Gradient is zero 

or negative (no 

ground-water 

through-flow or 

flow reversal) 

Negative trend 

but not 

negative 

gradient 

(through-flow 

decreasing 

over time, but 

hasn’t 

reversed) 

a) Spring observations in monitored wells exceed

the RCT Threshold Value over two successive 

seasons in the gradient of 1 or more of the 3 

observation well pairs. 

b) Spring observations in monitored wells exceed

the RCL Threshold Value in 1 of the 3 observation 

well pairs. 

c) Spring observations in monitored wells exceed

the RCL Threshold Value in 2 or more of the 3

observation well pairs.

a) Licensees to be notified. No new wells permitted in

all 3 management zones. No increases to the 

maximum annual volume on Water Resource Works 

Approvals permitted in all 3 management zones. 

b) Licensees to be notified. A 20% reduction to all

classes of allocations, in all 3 management zones. 

c) Licensees to be notified. An additional 20%

reduction to a total of 40% to all classes of 

allocations, in all 3 management zones. 
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Consumptive Pool 

Management Zone 

Resource 

Condition 

Indicator 

RCL Threshold 

Value 
RCT Threshold Value Trigger Value Level a), b) and c) 

Management Response to Trigger 

Value Level a), b) and c) 

Keith, Wirrega, 

Zone 9A, Zone 8A 

and Zone 7A 

Confined 

Management 

Zones 

Hydraulic 
head 

Head below the 
top of the 
aquitard 

separating the 
unconfined and 

confined 
aquifers 

Value 1) - The distance 
between the head level 
and top of the aquitard is 
30% less than the well’s 
2015 distance (base 
value). 

Value 2) - The distance 
between the head level 
and top of the aquitard is 
50% less than the well’s 
2015 level (base value). 

Value 3) - The distance 
between the head level 
and top of the aquitard is 
70% less than the well’s 
2015 level (base value) 

a) Spring observations in a monitored well in the
management zone exceed RCT Threshold Value 1). Where no
monitoring well is present in a management zone, spring
observations in monitored wells in 2 adjacent management
zones exceed RCT Threshold Value 1) or in 1 adjacent
management zone exceed RCT Threshold Value 2).

b) Spring observations in a monitored well in the
management zone exceed RCT Threshold Value 2). Where no
monitoring well is present in a management zone, spring
observations in monitored wells in 2 adjacent management
zones exceed RCT Threshold Value 2) or in 1 adjacent
management zone exceed RCT Threshold Value 3).

c) Spring observations in a monitored well in the
management zone exceed RCT Threshold Value 3) and/or the
RCL Threshold Value. Where no monitoring well is present in a
management zone, spring observations in monitored wells in
2 adjacent management zones exceed RCT Threshold Value 3)
or in 1 adjacent management zone exceed the RCL Threshold
Value

a) Licensees to be notified. No new
entitlements permitted to be granted or
transfer in of entitlements permitted. No
new wells permitted. No increases to the
maximum annual volume on Water
Resource Works Approvals permitted.

b) Licensees to be notified. A 20%
reduction to all classes of allocations. 

c) Licensees to be notified. An additional
20% reduction to a total of 40% to all
classes of allocations.

Consumptive Pool 

Management Zone 

Resource 

Condition 

Indicator 

RCL Threshold 

Value 

RCT 

Threshold 

Value 
Trigger Value Level a), b) and c) 

Management Response to Trigger Value Level a), 

b) and c)

Poocher Unconfined 

Management Zone 
Salinity 850mg/L 650mg/L 

a) At time of observation 25% of monitored wells
exceed the RCT Threshold Value 

b) At time of observation 50% of monitored wells
exceed the RCT Threshold Value 

c) At time of observation 75% of monitored wells
exceed the RCT Threshold Value and/or 20% of
observations in monitored wells exceed the RCL
Threshold Value.

a) Licensees to be notified. A 20% reduction to the
maximum annual volume on all Class P2 Water
Resource Works Approvals.

b) Licensees to be notified. A further 20% reduction of
the original maximum annual volume to 40% on all
Class P2 Water Resource Works Approvals

c) Licensees to be notified. A further 20% reduction of
the original maximum annual volume to 60% on all
Class P2 Water Resource Works Approvals.
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The 2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan will introduce a new water license authorisation system that will 
separate water rights and permissions into individual instruments. Permanent or temporary transfers of 
selected instruments are allowed permitted under the WAP.

2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan
Transfers

Limestone Coast Landscape Board

A Water Access Entitlement transfer cannot be transferred 
between consumptive pools but may be transferred between 
management zones within the same consumptive pool subject 
to any restrictions. These are described in the table on the 
reverse page.

Once transferred the Water Access Entitlement may be used 
anywhere within the management zone it was transferred to in 
accordance with the Water Resource Works Approvals.

What are the rules for transferring a Water 
Allocation? 
It is proposed that Class T Water Allocations may be 
temporarily transferred to another person for up to 12 months. 
Water Allocations are valid for up to 12 months and expire each 
year on 30 June. This means the transferred allocation must be 
used before the end of the relevant water use year.

Water Allocations may only be transferred within the same 
consumptive pool and management zone.  Once transferred 
the allocation may be used anywhere within that management 
zone.

Water Allocations associated with a Class D or Class S Water 
Access Entitlement are not transferable.

All Class D and Class S allocations associated with transferred 
Class T Water Allocations will be forfeited at the time of the 
transfer for the remainder of the water use year. At the end of 
the transfer period, the forfeited allocations will be returned to 
the original licensees in the next water year.

Under the new licencing system transferees will need to make 
sure that the maximum annual volume of water listed on their 
Water Resource Works Approval that they may extract from 
their well or wells is large enough to allow them to take any 
additional transferred water. If any additional transferred Water 
Allocations is more than the total maximum annual volume of 
any Water Resource Works Approvals held by the transferee, 
any volume of the allocation above the total maximum volume 
may not be taken.

What is a transfer and which water licence 
instruments can be transferred?
A transfer is a temporary or permanent trade of water rights 
that allows licensees to manage changes in their water needs or 
in response to water availability. 

The draft 2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan (WAP) would allow 
the transfer of some classes of Water Access Entitlements and 
Water Allocations. 

See Fact Sheet 1- Water Licence Instruments and Fact Sheet 2 - 
Water Access Entitlement Classes for more information on 
these instruments. 

What are the rules for transferring a Water 
Access Entitlement?

It is proposed that Class T Water Access Entitlements may be 
transferred permanently, or temporarily for up to 5 years to 
another existing or new licensee. All or part of a Class T Water 
Access Entitlement can be transferred. Subject to conditions 
(e.g. resource condition triggers and limits - see Fact Sheet 4), 
there would be no limit on the volume of water transfered, but 
the minimum transferable volume is 1 kilolitre (kL).

Class Ta Water Access Entitlements cannot be transferred 
unless converted to Class T.

Class D Water Access Entitlements are not transferable. 

Class S Water Access Entitlements are not transferable except 
where the whole Water Licence is transferable in its entirety.

Licensees with a Class T Water Access Entitlement that has an 
associated Class D or Class S Water Access Entitlement that 
want to trade their Class T, will forfeit their associated Class D 
or S Water Access Entitlement as part of the transfer.

Licensees that undertake temporary Water Access 
Entitlement transfers that result in the forfeit of a Class D 
Water Access Entitlement can apply to have their Class D 
Entitlements returned.

5
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Can I transfer my Water Resource Works 
Approval or Site Use Approval?
No. A Water Resource Works Approval or Site Use Approval 
cannot be transferred from the site or sites that it relates to. 
This is because they authorise works or site use at a particular 
location.

A well cannot be transferred from one water resource works 
approval to another water resource works approval.

Do I need a site assessment before making a 
transfer?
No. Transfers of water licences, water access entitlements and 
water allocations do not require any technical or site 
assessments.

How can I make a transfer?
Applications to transfer must be submitted to the 
Department for Environment and Water, Water Licensing 
Branch.

UNCONFINED AQUIFER - PERMITTED TRANSFERS BETWEEN MANAGEMENT ZONES

CONFINED AQUIFER - PERMITTED TRANSFERS BETWEEN MANAGEMENT ZONES

Management Zone 

where transfer is 

FROM

Management zone where transfer going TO 

Shaugh Zone 8A Tatiara 

North 

Pendleton - 

Cannawigara 

Wirrega 

South 

Stirling –

Willalooka 
Wirrega Poocher 

Shaugh × ×   × × × 
Zone 8A × ×   × × × 
Tatiara × ×   × × × 
North Pendleton - 

Cannawigara 
× × ×  × × × 

Wirrega South × × ×  × × × 
Stirling –Willalooka × × ×    × 
Wirrega × × ×    × 
Poocher × × ×    

Management Zone 

where transfer is 

FROM

Management zone where transfer going TO

Zone 9A Zone 8A Zone 7A Keith Wirrega 

Zone 9A × ×  

Zone 8A × ×  

Zone 7A × ×  

Keith × × × 

Wirrega × × × 

No transfers except when the total volume of all water access entitlements is below the Border Groundwaters 
Agreement Permissible Annual Volume for that management zone, then transfers into that zone may be allowed up to 
the Permissible Annual Volume. 
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Transfers are not permitted. 

Transfers allowed except when a resource condition trigger value level in a management zone has been reached that 
suspends transfers then no transfer into that management zone will be permitted whilst the resource condition remains in 
excess of the trigger value level. 
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The draft 2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan introduces a new management zone for Poocher Swamp to 
allow local and targeted action for sustainable groundwater management and use.

2021 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan 
Poocher Swamp management zone

Limestone Coast Landscape Board

Why does Poocher Swamp need its own 
management zone?
Poocher Swamp is important for three reasons:

1. The fresher groundwater lens with salinity less than
1000mg/L underlying the Swamp provides water for the
public water supply for Bordertown

2. It is a wetland of national importance, supports key
groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems and plants
and animals of conservation significance.

3. The area has cultural significance for First Nations people.

The freshwater lens under Poocher Swamp is fed by flows 
from Tatiara Creek which infiltrate through the limestone karst 
at the bottom of the swamp. Reduced rainfall and flow in 
Tatiara Creek since the mid-1990s has reduced the extent of 
the freshwater lens and increased salinity in some monitoring 
wells near Poocher Swamp.

The taking of water for both public water supply and 
irrigation in the Poocher Swamp area needs to be carefully 
managed to avoid: 

• Increases in salinity making the water unsuitable for
public water supply

• Increases in salinity resulting in reduced crop/stock yields

• A lowered water table resulting in increased extraction
costs

• Negative impacts on local groundwater dependent plants
and animals.

• Negative impacts on cultural values

If the salinity of the Poocher freshwater lens were to become 
too high for public water supply, an alternate water supply 
would be required. 

A risk assessment undertaken by the Department for 
Environment and Water identified that management provisions 
within the previous Tatiara Water Allocation Plan (WAP) are 
not adequate to protect the Poocher freshwater lens from 
increasing salinity. 

The draft 2021 Tatiara WAP proposes to introduce a 
management zone for Poocher Swamp, to better manage 
localised supply, demand, risk, and impact. This will help allow 
its use to remain at sustainable levels well into the future. 

How will groundwater use be managed in the 
Poocher Unconfined Management Zone?
The draft Tatiara WAP contains several management policies 
relating to the Poocher Unconfined Management Zone:

• No additional Water Resource Works Approvals will be
approved for wells for purposes other than public water
supply.

• A Resource Condition Limit and Resource Condition
Trigger for groundwater salinity in the Poocher
Unconfined Management Zone has been developed.

• Three trigger value levels are proposed in the WAP, when
25%, 50% and 75% of monitoring wells exceed the
salinity resource condition trigger of 650mg/L.  As each
value level is triggered, reductions in maximum allowable
extraction volumes on Water Resource Works Approvals
will increase by 20% to up to 60%.

It is proposed that water allocations will not be affected by 
a resource condition trigger value level for salinity in the 
Poocher Management Zone being exceeded, and those 
allocations may be temporarily transferred to another 
management zone.

6

What monitoring will be undertaken at 
Poocher?
Groundwater level will be monitored annually in spring and 
salinity will be monitored every quarter at eight observation 
wells located within the management zone.

 This information will be used to inform groundwater 
management in the Tatiara Prescribed Wells Area. 
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Poocher Swamp Unconfined Management Zone
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