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Review of the Tatiara Water Allocation Plan 2019 

Issue Discussion Paper 5: Entitlements/Allocations 

Purpose  

As part of the review of the 2010 Tatiara Water Allocation Plan (WAP), the Stakeholder Advisory 

Group identified 26 issues for consideration. These 26 issues have been grouped into six discussion 

papers to inform discussions. The purpose of the discussion papers is to support the risk assessment 

and decision-making process required to prepare an updated Tatiara WAP. 

This discussion paper covers twelve issues that relate to water entitlements and allocations in the 
Tatiara Prescribed Wells Area (PWA). The links between each issue, the requirements of the NRM 
Act and the Tatiara WAP draft objectives are shown in tables at the end of the discussion paper. 

List of Issues from the review paper 

Discussion 

Paper Sec. 

No. 

Review 

Paper 

Ref. Id 

Issue Rationale for Grouping 

1 f) 
Rules for managing allocation within 

sustainable limits* 

All of these issues relate 

to setting entitlements 

and allocations and the 

rules around their 

management. 

2 e) Border Groundwaters Agreement 

3 u) Management Area Boundaries* 

4 t) 
Resource condition triggers and the concept 

of Resource Condition Limits* 

5 g) Delivery supplement allocations 

6 h) Specialised production requirements 

7 m) Transfers* 

8 n) Temporary transfers* 

9 i) Carryover provisions 

10 p) Importing water 

11 y) Public water supply* 

12 s) Risk based approach 

* More information on this issue can also be found in the other discussion papers prepared for the 

review of the Tatiara WAP https://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/southeast/water-and-coast/water-

allocation-plans/tatiara/tatiara-review. 

1. Rules for Managing Allocation within Sustainable Limits 

Background 

Unconfined aquifer: 

 The current Tatiara WAP included a three-stage allocation reduction process for the 

unconfined aquifer over the first three years of the WAP, subject to the condition of the 

resource 

 Based on an assessment of the resource the third reduction was suspended. 

 Provisions in the current plan do not enable any further variations to allocations, up or down, 

based on the condition of the resource. 

Confined aquifer 

 As limited information and data was available the current Tatiara WAP uses a precautionary 

approach to the management of the confined aquifer.  

 The current Tatiara WAP does not allow for any new allocations to be made from the confined 

aquifer except for the purpose of public water supply. 

 These allocation and trade restrictions limit the use of the aquifer and prevent or severely 

restrict any water trading. 
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The issue 

Unconfined aquifer 

Managing the volume of water able to be taken from the water resources in the Tatiara PWA is critical 

in maintaining the sustainability of the resources. Currently this is managed through the setting of 

annual allocations. 

In an unbundled licence system the sustainable volume of water thought to be available for taking is 

determined within each consumptive pool, and a proportional entitlement or share of that water is 

granted to each licensee. Based on that entitlement, an annual allocation of water is made. 

The volume of water set aside for entitlements should be based on the best available scientific 

information concerning the attributes and capabilities of the resource, when the consumptive pool is 

established or reviewed. The volume of water allocated under these entitlements should be based on 

the condition of the resource as assessed at set intervals. 

The total volume allocated cannot exceed the total volume of entitlements, but a WAP may include 

provisions that allow for increases or decreases variations in allocations depending on the condition of 

the resource. 

Introducing resource condition limits (RCLs) and resource condition triggers (RCTs) along with regular 

scheduled monitoring and assessment, would enable the condition of the resource to be tracked over 

time. This would enable licensees to be kept informed of the condition of the resource. 

RCTs could be linked to a variation to allocations. Where the condition of the resource is maintained 

or improved, allocations would remain unchanged or could increase (if not at full entitlement). Where 

the condition deteriorates, allocations could be decreased until the condition improves. 

The RCTs and assessment schedule to be used should provide adequate lead-in time for changes to 

allocations, to enable licensees sufficient time to adjust to any changes. 

Confined aquifer 

The current Tatiara WAP provisions relating to the confined aquifer have restricted its use and only 

provide additional access for purposes of public water supply. Whilst a conservative approach to its 

management is still considered appropriate, there is a case for making access less restricted if risk to 

the resource is considered low and it is in the broader community’s interest. 

A portion of the water available from the consumptive pool could be set aside for future allocation, 

where that allocation is in the community’s interest and meets the provisions in the revised WAP. 

Desired outcome(s) 

The condition and function of the confined and unconfined aquifers is maintained to enable the 

ongoing sustainable use by the community, economy and environment. 

Water management options 

 Include new provisions in the WAP that allow for variations to allocations based on the 

condition of the resource during the life of the WAP. 

 Introduce a resource condition monitoring and assessment schedule. 

 Introduce RCTs that determine when resource management actions should be undertaken. 

 Ensure that the system of RCTs, monitoring and assessment provides licensees with 

adequate lead-in time before the implementation of any allocation adjustments. 

 Allow new allocations from the confined aquifer to be granted where they are in the 

community’s interest.  
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Next steps 

1. Develop new provisions for the WAP that introduce RCTs and allow for adjustments to 

allocations based on the condition of the resource. 

2. Determine what types of RCLs to be used for the confined and unconfined aquifers and at 

what scale they are to be applied. 

3. Develop appropriate RCTs and linked management actions based on the best available 

science and input from water users on what are acceptable levels of condition for the 

resources for each RCL. 

4. Determine what additional volume of water could be made available from the confined aquifer 

and develop new provisions for the WAP that allow for allocation under specific 

circumstances and for specific uses.  

2. Border Groundwater Agreement 

Background 

 In recognition of a need to jointly manage groundwater resources along the South Australian-

Victoria border, both states entered into the Border Groundwaters Agreement (BGA) in 1985. 

 The agreement provides for equitable sharing of groundwater resources between the states 

and sets limits to the volume permitted to be extracted from licensed bores (PAV) within a 

Designated Area stretching 20km into each state along the SA-Vic border. 

 The Designated Area is divided into 11 Zones in each State, and a PAV has been set for 

each Zone. 

 The Tatiara Prescribed Wells Area includes the northern part of Zone 7A, Zone 8A and the 

southern portion of Zone 9A. 

The issue 

Although the BGA sets permissible volumes for extraction, prior to 2010 allocations in Tatiara were 

still area-based. Following volumetric conversion of these licences in the current WAP, allocations 

from the unconfined aquifer exceeded the PAV in Zones 7A and 9A, but not Zone 8A. As this 

represented the re-expression of existing area allocations as a volume, these allocations were not 

required to be reduced to the PAV. However, where allocations exceed the PAV, no further 

allocations can be issued or renewed in the management area, including any temporary allocations 

that expire. 

It should also be noted that as the PAV is the limit to water permitted to be extracted from bores, 

delivery supplements for flood irrigation are also accounted for within this limit. 

Where allocations are at the permissible annual volume limit within a management area no additional 

water may be transferred in to the area. 

Some areas in the designated zone in Victoria are below the permissible annual volume limit and 

could offer an opportunity to increase the water available for use in South Australia if an interstate 

transfer scheme can be established. 

Desired outcome(s) 

All entitlements/allocations are within the recommended extraction limits determined under the WAP 

by newly established resource condition limits*, and the approach meets with the support of the BGA 

Review Committee. 

* More information on resource condition limits and recommended extraction limits can be found in 

Issue Discussion Paper 3 - Consumptive Pools prepared for the review of the Tatiara WAP. 

Water management options 

 Ensure that all entitlements/allocations are based on recommended extraction limits and that 

they are supported by the BGA Review Committee. 

 Allow interstate transfers of water allocations.  
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Next steps 

1. Develop an unbundled water licence system that meets the requirements of the BGA and 

allows for delivery supplements to remain. 

2. Determine the recommended extraction limits for each management area within the 

designated zone. 

3. Develop provisions within the WAP for an interstate water transfer scheme that would allow 

for transfers of allocations between Victoria and South Australia. 

3. Management Area Boundaries 

Background 

 Current management area boundaries in the Tatiara WAP are primarily based on cadastral 

Hundreds or, in the Designated Area (commonly referred to as the Border Zone), on Zones 

designated under the Border Groundwaters Agreement (BGA). 

 These boundaries are an artificial construct and do not reflect the character and attributes of 

the groundwater resources. 

 Management areas allow different provisions within the WAP to be applied to different areas 

within the PWA. This includes the setting of volumes available for allocation. 

The issue 

The consideration that management area boundaries that reflect the hydrology and hydrogeology of 

the aquifer may be a better way to establish management areas, was raised in the review paper.  

There are three main reasons for establishing sub-areas within a PWA: 

1. Management – setting and applying different policy or rules, including consumptive pools, 

entitlements/allocations and resource conditions triggers and limits 

2. Monitoring – applying different monitoring regimes 

3. Assessment – undertaking assessments of a spatial area that has the same attributes 

The unconfined Tatiara PWA aquifer is characterised by two distinct but connected areas. The 

western area is characterised by lowland flats where the aquifer is thin (<30 to 40m), fairly shallow (<5 

to 10m) and high yielding. It also has higher salinity and greater recharge rates. The eastern area is 

characterised by Mallee highlands where the aquifer is reasonably thick (up to 90m), deeper (40 to 

65m) and lower yielding. Water within both areas flows slowly in a general east to west direction 

following the topographic gradient. 

These two distinct areas require different management, monitoring and assessment and appear to be 

a natural choice for separating into at least two management areas. The pattern and concentrations of 

allocations and extractions also appear to correlate to this boundary between the areas. 

Within the lowlands area the pattern and concentration of allocations and extraction also creates two 

distinctive sub-areas, one to the west and one to the east. 

Within the highlands the three current eastern management areas coincide with the boundary of the 

Designated Area (Border Zone) and for simplification should not be modified. 

As each of these potential management areas has different management issues there is good 

justification to continue dividing the PWA into smaller management areas. 

The Tatiara WAP Stakeholder Advisory Group has recognised these two distinct hydrogeological 

areas and developed a recommended preliminary set of management areas based on a hybrid of 

these hydrogeological areas and the existing management area boundaries. 

Desired outcome/s 

Specific issues related to different parts of the PWA are able to be effectively managed, monitored 

and assessed without unnecessary impositions across the whole PWA.  
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Water management options 

 Maintain current management area boundary(ies). 

 Develop new management area boundaries taking into account existing external 

requirements, aquifer characteristics and distribution of allocation and extraction. (Boundaries 

should follow cadastral boundaries where possible.) 

Next steps 

1. Keep any proposed new management area boundaries under review and assess their 

effectiveness at achieving the draft WAP objectives. 

2. In reviewing the proposed new management area boundaries take into account any 

entitlement and allocation issues that require more localised management. 

4. Resource Condition Triggers and the Concept of Resource Condition Limits 

Background 

 The current Tatiara WAP contains resource condition triggers (RCTs) that are based on a 

level of change not exceeding a certain value over time. 

 The current limits set out in the WAP can allow the condition of the resource to steadily 

decline over time if the resource declines at a rate less than the trigger value. 

The issue 

It is proposed that resource condition limits (RCLs) be introduced which would set a fixed level of 

condition or conditions for the resource below which would be an unacceptable level. These would be 

set based on technical information and the community and water users views on what are acceptable 

and unacceptable levels of condition for the resource. 

Resource condition triggers (RCTs) could then be set at various fixed levels of condition above the 

RCLs and used to trigger a management response designed to prevent further decline towards the 

RCLs. 

One of the management responses could include reductions to allocations if the condition of the 

resource drops below a RCT. Conversely if the condition improves and moves above the RCT then 

the management response could include a reinstatement of allocation. 

Desired outcome/s 

The condition of the resources are maintained above RCLs and RCTs, providing a means of flexibly 

managing the resource in response to a change in its condition.  

Any changes to allocations during the life of the WAP are based on provisions relating to RCTs and 

RCTs are set based on the best available science and input from water users on what are acceptable 

levels of condition for the resources. 

Water management options 

 Introduce RCL(s) for the confined and unconfined aquifers. 

 Introduce RCT(s) for the confined and unconfined aquifer. 

 Base any changes to allocations during the life of the WAP on set management responses 

linked to RCTs. 

Nest steps 

1. Determine appropriate RCLs in consultation with stakeholders. 

2. Determine appropriate RCTs and a management response (including changes to allocations 

where appropriate) for each RCT in consultation with stakeholders.  
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5. Delivery Supplement Allocations 

Background 

 The current Tatiara WAP includes delivery supplement allocations which are allocations 

specifically for flood irrigation which are in addition to the tradeable allocation. 

 Across the Tatiara PWA the total volume of delivery supplement is significant (approximately 

equivalent to 50% of the volume of tradeable allocation). 

 It is assumed that any delivery supplement allocation used in flood irrigation is fully recharged 

to the aquifer and is therefore not counted as part of the TML (although it is accounted for 

within the PAV). 

The issue 

A delivery supplement is the volume of water in addition to the tradeable component that eligible flood 

irrigators are allowed to extract, subject to application, from the aquifer and which is assumed to 

return to the aquifer. The revision of the Tatiara WAP requires the unbundling of water licences which 

will require careful consideration of how delivery supplement allocations are structured in an 

unbundled environment. 

The NRM Act does allow for entitlements/allocation to be assigned to particular purposes, so delivery 

supplements could be given a separate entitlements/allocation class with different rules applying. This 

would enable them to continue to provide the additional water required for flood irrigation separate 

from the tradeable entitlements/allocations. Conditions set on the entitlement would specify its use is 

only for flood irrigation and that the entitlement/allocation shall be terminated it is no longer needed to 

be used for flood irrigation. These conditions would help prevent misuse of the entitlement/allocation. 

In the Designated Area, where allocations exceed the PAV any temporary allocations that expire 

cannot be reissued. This could place delivery supplement allocation in this area in danger of being 

lost. To avoid this, delivery supplement allocation in the Lower Limestone Coast PWA (and in the 

Designated Area in the current Tatiara WAP) were made permanent.  

Delivery supplement allocation in the Tatiara PWA could also be made permanent but a condition on 

the entitlement should terminate the entitlement when it is no longer required to support flood 

irrigation practices. 

Desired outcome/s 

Delivery supplement allocations continue to be available to support flood irrigation and their use is 

appropriately controlled to prevent their use for any other purpose. 

Water management options 

 Delivery supplement allocations are maintained. 

 Delivery supplement definition is updated as per LLC WAP to ensure it cannot be used for 

another purpose.  

 Water entitlements/allocations are divided into different classes each with a specific purpose 

of use. 

 Delivery supplements are made permanent with the ability for them to be terminated under 

certain conditions. 

Next steps 

1. Create different water entitlement types or classes based on purpose of use including one for 

delivery supplements.  



 

7 
 

6. Specialised Production Requirements  

Background 

 The current Tatiara WAP includes special production requirements allocations which are 

allocations specifically required for crop production in addition to crop water use and delivery 

volumes. This may include activities such as frost protection for grapevines, drift control for 

potatoes and high production pasture. 

 They are currently temporary in nature (outside the Designated Area) to ensure that they are 

periodically reviewed. 

 Across the Tatiara PWA the total volume of delivery supplement allocations is only very small 

(<1% of the volume of tradeable component). 

The issue 

With the unbundling of water licences, careful consideration should be given to how special 

production requirements allocations are structured. 

As raised in the previous section, the NRM Act does allow for entitlements/allocation to be assigned 

to particular purposes so special production requirements could also be given a separate 

entitlements/allocation class with different rules applying. This would enable them to continue to 

provide the additional water required for the specific specialised purpose. 

Again, conditions set on the entitlement would specify its use is only for the specified specialised 

production requirement and that the entitlement/allocation would be terminated it is no longer needed 

for that purpose to prevent misuse. 

To avoid specialised production requirement allocations being lost in the Designated Area they could 

also be made permanent but with the condition that they are terminated when it is no longer required 

for their specific purpose. 

Desired outcome/s 

Specialised Production Requirements allocations continue to be available to support their specific 

purpose and are appropriately controlled to prevent their use for any other purpose. 

Water management options 

 Specialised Production Requirement allocations are maintained. 

 Water entitlements/allocations are divided into different classes each with a specific purpose 
of use as defined by their definition in the WAP. 

 Specialised Production Requirement are made permanent with the ability for them to be 
terminated under certain conditions. 

  

Next steps 

1. Create different water entitlement classes based on purpose of use including a class for 

Specialised Production Requirement allocations. 

7. Transfers 

Background 

 Transfer provisions within the Tatiara WAP prohibit the transfer of unconfined aquifer 

allocations to the confined aquifer but allow for the transfer of confined aquifer allocations to 

the unconfined. 

 Transfer provisions within the Tatiara WAP also place restrictions on transfers between 

management areas and other PWAs. 

 Transfer rules for the confined aquifer only enable the transfer of public water supply, industry 

allocations for the same purpose. 

 The provisions concerning transfers are considered by some licensees to be too restrictive 

and complex, and some transfer provisions relating to the confined aquifer and irrigation 

allocations are currently redundant as no irrigation allocations exist. 
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The issue 

The rules around transfers of allocations have been designed to prevent the transfer of allocations 

into areas that are already at their Target Management Level set by the WAP, and to also try and 

prevent the creation or further increase of over-extracted areas (commonly known as hotspots). 

The introduction of an unbundled license system will require an overhaul of the current rules around 

transfers, as allocations and the authority to extract the allocation will be held on separate water 

management authorities. In an unbundled system without an appropriate water management works 

approval any transferred allocation cannot be extracted for use. 

This change to separated water management authorities should enable the transfers of allocations to 

be much simpler and with less restrictive provisions in the WAP. Instead the provisions to prevent 

over extractions either across a management area or within a high intensity extraction area could be 

linked to water management works approvals and the conditions set within. 

A specific issue that could be addressed through the change to an unbundled system, is to remove 

the rule that only allows transfers of allocations for the same purpose in the confined aquifer. 

Any change to transfer provisions would still need to abide by the requirements of the Border 

Groundwaters Agreement and prevent transfers into Designated Area zones that are already 

allocated at their permissible annual volume. 

Desired outcome/s 

Water allocations are able to be readily transferred to allow for business needs and future 

development opportunities. Other users and the resource are still protected from localised over-

extraction. 

Water management options 

 Allow free trade of entitlements and/or allocations across the PWA or areas of the PWA and 

use conditions set in water management works approvals to manage high intensity extraction 

issues. 

 Use the current transfer provisions as the basis for developing transfer provisions in an 

unbundled environment.  

Next steps 

1. Determine what level of ability to transfer allocations is desired. 

2. Develop transfer provisions that meet the objectives for management of the resources. 

8. Temporary Transfers 

Background 

 There are two types of temporary transfers available under the Tatiara WAP. 

  Temporary transfers for seasonal variation 

o This allows for temporary transfer of up to 20% of a licensee’s annual allocation from 

another licensee’s unused allocation for that year, in three of every 5 years. 

o This provides the flexibility required by licensees to sustain their enterprises in drier 

years. 

o This type of transfer expires at the end of the water use year and is exempt from 

hydrogeological assessment.  

 Temporary transfers for rotational crops 

o This allows for a temporary transfer of water from another management area, if water 

use in that area is below 90% of the TML, to irrigate a rotational crop for a maximum 

of 5 years. 

o This provides flexibility for managing water requirements for rotational crops. 

o This type of transfer is subject to hydrogeological assessment and must be applied 

for each water use year.  
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The issue 

Flexibility in the current temporary transfer provisions provides less restrictive rules than those for 

permanent transfers. This allows business enterprises to bring in water as required to meet seasonal 

or other temporary business needs. 

The ability to temporarily transfer allocations appears to be working well and is supported by users. 

As with permanent transfers, unbundling of licences will require changes to the way in which 

temporary transfers are managed. If transfers of allocations are freed up and made simpler, then 

management of temporary transfers would need to be included in provisions relating to water 

resource works approvals. These provisions would need to enable the conditions on the approval to 

be varied so that any temporarily transfers allocation could be extracted. 

Desired outcome/s 

Water users continue to have access to flexible temporary allocation transfers to meet seasonal and 

temporary business needs. 

Water management options 

 Maintain provisions that still provide the flexibility for users to temporarily transfer and use 

allocations. 

Next steps 

1. Develop unbundled provisions based on the current provisions. 

9. Carryover provisions 

Background 

 The current Tatiara WAP allows for licensees to be able to extract up to 20% of any unused 

annual allocation from the preceding year. 

The issue 

To enable water users to cope with low rainfall years, the WAP enables licensees to carryover unused 

allocation of up to 20% of their allocation from the preceding year. 

This ability appears to be working well and is supported by users. 

Desired outcome/s 

Water users continue to have access of up to 20% of their allocation if it was unused in the preceding 

year. 

Water management options 

 Maintain carryover provisions in the WAP. 

Next steps 

1. Develop unbundled licence provisions that maintain carry over of up to 20% of a licensee’s 

allocation. 

10. Importing Water 

Background 

 The current provisions relating to the importation of water may be too restrictive to allow for 

the importation of water in those instances where the importation of the water may actually 

have a beneficial outcome to the aquifer.  
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The issue 

There is potential to import water into the Tatiara PWA to increase productivity or to potentially help 

manage salinity issues. Making sure that users have the ability when needed to import water without 

undue restrictions is seen as desirable. 

Importing water could provide additional water to expand existing, or develop new, enterprises where 

transfers or additional local extraction is not permitted.  

Desired outcome/s 

Imported water can be brought into the PWA where it is beneficial and would not adversely affect the 

resources. 

Water management options 

 Allow water to be imported into the PWA in certain circumstances. 

Next steps 

1. Develop more flexible provisions that allow for imported water to be brought into the PWA 

where its importation and use does not pose a risk to the resources. 

11. Public Water Supply 

Background 

 The Poocher Swamp fresher water lens provides water for the Bordertown public water 

supply. 

The issue 

The groundwater resource at Poocher Swamp is critical for the Bordertown water supply with no other 

local resource available. SA Water holds an allocation that enables them to provide the town’s public 

supply for its critical water needs. As such this allocation should be considered a priority to maintain 

and the current WAP exempts public water supply from any reduction in allocation. 

If the groundwater supply was lost or became unusable then the only other current means of 

providing supply would be to extend the River Murray pipeline from Keith to Bordertown at a 

substantial cost. 

Desired outcome/s 

The Poocher Swamp fresher water lens is protected and remains available for public water supplies. 

Water management options 

 Establish a class of entitlement/allocation for public water supply. 

 Develop provisions in the WAP that give priority protection to public water supply 

entitlements/allocations. 

Next steps 

1. Determine an appropriate entitlement/allocation class system that includes a class for public 

water supply. 

2. Develop provisions that quarantine public water supplies from reductions and provide them 

with priority protection. 

12. Risk-based approach 

Background 

 The Risk management framework for water planning and management: 2012, DEWNR, 

Maxwell S & Franssen I, for reviewing WAPs, together with the report South East region 

groundwater resource risk assessment framework, DEW Technical note 2018/XX, Cranswick 

RH & Wilson H, are being used to help identify and manage any risks to the groundwater 

resources in the Tatiara PWA. 
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 The risk assessment will aid in determining sustainable levels of entitlements and allocations. 

The issue 

The risk assessment process identifies potential threats, the likelihood of them occurring and the 
possible consequences if they do occur. 

Three main areas of risk are to be assessed: 

1. Risks to the resource 
2. Risks to community values 
3. Risks to the effective operation of the WAP 

The risk assessment is proposed to be undertaken in two stages. The first stage will assess risks to 
the resource and risk to community values. Risk pathways linked to these risks will be identified and 
assessed and where intolerable risks are identified risk management or controls will be developed 
and considered for inclusion in the WAP. These controls may include changes to 
entitlements/allocations. 

The risk assessment will also be used to help inform the setting of resource condition limits (RCLs) 
and resource condition triggers (RCTs).The level of where an RCL is set helps determine the 
recommended extraction limit (REL) which is set with an aim of keeping the resource above the RCL. 

The REL in effect sets the level of entitlements/allocations. 

RCTs are points set at various levels above the RCL and are used to trigger a management response 
that is aimed at preventing the RCL from being reached. A reduction in entitlements/allocations is one 
management response that could be used if the resource falls below a RCT. When the resource 
recovers then the entitlement/allocation could be reinstated. 

Desired outcome(s) 

All risks to the resource, community values and effective operation of the WAP are identified, 
appropriately assessed and used in determining appropriate levels of entitlements/allocations. 

Water management options 

 Results of the risk assessment are used to develop new /revised principles in the draft WAP 
to manage or control intolerable risks where practicable, and/or 

 Results of the risk assessment are used to help develop RCLs and RCTs, and/or 

 Results of the risk assessment are used to help determine the RELs which guide the setting 
of entitlements/allocations. 

Next steps 

1. A risk assessment based on DEW’s water allocation planning risk assessment framework is 
undertaken to identify and assess risks, to formulate any required management or controls 
and to help set entitlements/allocations. 
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Issues links to NRM Act requirements 

Discussion 
Paper 

Section 
No. 

Act 
Section 

No. 
Provisions 

1 

76(4) A water allocation plan must: 
(a) Include –  

(i) an assessment of the quantity and quality of water needed 
by the ecosystems that depend on the water resource and 
the times at which, or the periods during which, those 
ecosystems will need that water. 

1 

76(4) A water allocation plan must: 
(b) set out principles associated with the determination of water 
access entitlements and for the taking and use of water so that— 

(i) an equitable balance is achieved between environmental, 
social and economic needs for the water. 

1, 4, 5, 6 

76(4) A water allocation plan must: 
(b) set out principles associated with the determination of water 
access entitlements and for the taking and use of water so that— 

(ii) the rate of taking and use of the water is sustainable 

1, 12 

76(4) A water allocation plan must: 

(c) in providing for the allocation of water take into account the 
present and future needs of the occupiers of land in relation to the 
existing requirements and future capacity of the land and the likely 
effect of those provisions on the value of the land. 

4 

76(4) A water allocation plan must: 

(d) assess the capacity of the resource to meet the demand for water 
on a continuing basis and provide for regular monitoring of the 
capacity of the resource to meet those demands. 

1, 3,   

76(4) A water allocation plan must: 

(e) identify and assess methods for the conservation, use and 
management of water in an efficient and sustainable manner 

7, 8 

76(4d) A water allocation plan may—  
(a) set out appropriate policies and principles to assist in regulating the 

transfer of, or other dealings with, water management 
authorisations or water access entitlements (which policies may 
include provisions that provide for the varying of any water 
management authorisation or water access entitlements or 
prevent specified classes of transfers or dealings in specified 
circumstances);  

Desired outcome(s) - links to the WAP’s draft objectives 

Discussion 
Paper 

Section No. 

WAP 
Objective 

No. 
Objective 

1, 4 1 
To manage the unconfined and confined underground water resources 
within the PWA and protect their social, cultural, economic and 
environmental values for present and future generations. 

1, 4, 12 2 
To ensure that the underground water resources can be sustainably 
used both locally and across the PWA. 

1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9 

3 
To provide existing users sufficient flexibility and equity for access to 
and use of the underground water resources. 

1, 4 4 
To ensure that ecosystems dependent on underground water have 
sufficient access to available underground water to support and 
maintain their healthy function. 
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4 5 
To protect the environment generally by ensuring that the taking and 
use of underground water does not cause significant degradation of 
any other natural resource. 

7, 8 6 
To provide principles for water management so that water allocations 
are available to sustain economic development. 

4, 12 8 

To keep at risk and/or over-allocated management areas above 
resource condition limits through managing sustainable levels of 
allocation. 

7, 8 9 
To enable transfers of water allocations so that they are available to 
support economic requirements within (sustainable) resource 
conditions. 

11 12 
To protect public water supply and stock and domestic access to water 
for communities. 
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