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WHaT is a WaTer 
allocaTion plan?

a water allocation plan is a statutory 
tool that contains water management 
policies that focus on providing sustainable 
management of prescribed resources 
for the benefit of all water users. plans 
are developed by natural resources 
Management Boards in consultation with 
the local community. The planning process is 
linked with the water licensing process that 
is managed by the Department for Water.

WHaT Does prescripTion of 
WaTer resources Mean?

prescription is a means by which water 
resources can be sustainably managed to 
provide ongoing security to all water users. 
it also defines the boundary of a prescribed 
water resource area. Water users must then 
have a licence and an allocation to take 
prescribed water from this area for licensed 
purposes. This protects the resources from 
over-use, shares water between users, 
minimises adverse effects from new water 
resource development on existing water 
users, and ensures water is available to 
sustain the environment. for this draft 
plan, the prescribed water resource is 
the underground water resources of the 
Mallee prescribed Wells area (Mallee pWa) 
(see map on page 2).

Frequently Asked Questions
on THe DrafT WaTer allocaTion plan 

for THe Mallee prescriBeD Wells area

conTacT
south australian  
Murray-Darling Basin  
natural resources  
Management Board

Mannum road  
po Box 2343 
Murray Bridge sa 5253

phone: (08) 8532 1432 
fax: (08) 8531 1843

www.samdbnrm.sa.gov.au

More 
inforMaTion 

for more information 
contact the south 
australian Murray-Darling 
Basin natural resources 
Management Board 
phone: (08) 8532 1432



page 2

Mallee prescriBeD Wells area Map
Management Area and Border Zones within the Designated Area
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WHaT is an allocaTion?

an allocation is the volume of water 
endorsed on a licence that can be 
taken each water-use year. 

The infrastructure or source used to 
take water (the well, pump etc) is not 
part of the allocation, however, they 
will be specified on the licence and 
may be subject to licence conditions.

in some circumstances, licences, 
allocations and conditions may be 
varied by the relevant Minister in 
accordance with the Natural Resources 
Management Act 2004 (the nrM act). 
conditions that govern the taking and 
use of the allocation are generally 
based on the policies in the draft plan. 

WHen Do i neeD 
an allocaTion?

a licence and allocation is needed for 
using a prescribed water resource for 
licensed purposes. 

an allocation is required for any 
type of use with the exception of 
non-licensed purposes. non-licensed 
purposes include:

•	 	domestic	water	use,	including	
watering less than 0.4 hectares 
(approximately one acre) of land

•	 	providing	drinking	water	for	stock	
that are not intensively kept

•	 fire	fighting

•	 making	public	roads

•	 	the	application	of	chemicals	to	
non-irrigated crops or non-irrigated 
pasture, or to control pests.

A licence and 
allocation is needed 
for using a prescribed 
water resource for 
licensed purposes.

WHaT Does THe DrafT 
plan Do?

The draft plan outlines maximum 
allocation limits of water (permissible 
annual Volume, paV and annual 
allowable Volume, aaV) that can 
be taken under licence from the 
prescribed water resource. The draft 
plan provides policies for ongoing 
management of water allocations, 
including transfer of allocations 
between users and monitoring and 
reporting. additionally, it sets out 
policies for permit conditions such 
as construction of wells and use of 
imported water. 

The draft plan also sets policies for 
allocation of any water left within the 
paV / aaV, after the needs of existing 
users have been met, and can provide 
a framework for setting licence 
conditions for current licence holders 
and existing users. The draft plan sets 
volumetric limits for existing licences, 
which are currently area-based and 
also sets limits for areas where no 
licences have been issued.

The draft plan is the document 
used to consult the community and 
stakeholders and is submitted to the 
Minister for the environment and 
conservation for approval to become 
the final (adopted) plan.

When the draft plan is adopted 
by the Minister, it will replace the 
current water allocation plan for the 
Mallee pWa (adopted in December 
2000). until the draft plan is adopted, 
the policies of the current plan and 
current conditions on existing licences 
continue to apply.
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The draft Plan also 
outlines the basis on 
which existing area-
based entitlements 
will be varied and 
be expressed as a 
volumetric limit.
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WHo are exisTing users?

existing users in prescription terms 
means individuals or organisations 
that were using water prior to an 
area becoming prescribed and have 
not yet been issued a water licence 
for the newly prescribed area. The 
Mallee pWa boundary expanded in 
october 2005 to include the Hundreds 
of Bandon, Hooper, Wilson, Marmon 
Jabuk and the out of Hundreds area 
near ngarkat conservation park. There 
are existing water users in these areas 
who will be considered for a water 
licence by the Department for Water 
following the adoption of the plan.

HoW are exisTing 
user allocaTions 
DeTerMineD?

Water is allocated to existing users 
under a separate section of the nrM 
act. for more information on the 
proposal for allocating water to 
existing users please contact the Berri 
office of the Department for Water 
on (08) 8595 2053.

Though the draft plan does not set 
out how allocations to existing users 
are determined, it does set out the 
paV and aaV for the underground 
water resource and provides a 
framework that can be used for 
setting licence conditions. 

under the nrM act, entitlements of 
existing users are considered first, 
subject to the sustainable capacity of 
the water resources, the needs of the 
environment and non-licensed users. 
in the draft plan, the existing users are 
in separate management areas (Yellow 
and out of Hundreds Management 
areas – see attached map) to current 
licence holders. final allocations and 
licences will be issued to existing users 
following the adoption of the plan. 

HoW Does THe DrafT 
plan applY To sTock anD 
DoMesTic WaTer use?

a licence and allocation is not 
required when using water for stock 
and domestic purposes. However, a 
permit is required to drill a well for 
stock or domestic purposes.

The use of water for stock and 
domestic purposes is not regulated by 
the draft plan. The estimated usage 
or total requirement for stock and 
domestic use in the Mallee pWa is 
accounted for when setting the paV 
and assessing transfers. This helps 
to ensure drawdown impacts are 
minimised and the water resource 
is not over-used.

HoW Does THe DrafT 
plan applY To exisTing 
WaTer licences? 

The draft plan sets volumetric limits 
for each management area within 
the Mallee pWa. The draft plan also 
outlines the basis on which existing 
area-based entitlements will be varied 
and be expressed as a volumetric limit. 
This process will only apply to those 
with an existing area-based licence.

1.  Water licences that currently 
have a volumetric allocation 
(e.g. intensive farming, town 
water supply, industrial)

current water licences allocated 
for intensive farming, town water 
supply or industrial purposes will be 
subject to the policies and licence 
conditions in the adopted plan. 
current volumetric allocations will 
not be altered. Many of the policies 
relating to existing licences in the 
draft plan are similar to the current 
plan. a major change for existing 
volume based licences is the change 
from Hundreds to management areas 
and the ability to transfer between 
management areas (see section 6 of 
the draft plan). The management 
areas are based on resource capacity 
and current development intensity. 
licences will be subject to the rules 
that apply to that management area.

2.  Water licences that are area-based 
(haIE) e.g. irrigation

using the principles in the draft 
plan, area-based allocations will be 
converted to volumetric allocations 
following the adoption of the plan 
(see section 5.2 of the draft plan). 
This will be a major change for 
irrigators in the Mallee pWa.

WHAT will be my volumetric 
allocation? 

The final volumetric allocations 
for individual irrigation licences 
cannot be determined at the time 
of consultation on the draft plan. 
There are several factors that are 
considered when determining the 
final allocation, including: 

•	 	individual	development	-	area	
grown and crop type;

•	 	the	collective	volumetric	conversion	
of all allocations within a 
management area; and

•	 	the	AAV	of	the	management	area.

The conversion volume for individual 
allocations can be estimated now, 
using existing information. The aaV 
of each management area is shown 
in Table 5 of the draft plan.

WHAT is the Assessment Period?

in order to calculate individual 
volumetric conversion volumes, 
development will be assessed against 
an assessment period. This is the 
period between 1 July 2004 and 
30 June 2009.

WHEN will I know what my final 
volumetric allocation will be?

final individual volumetric allocations 
will not be known until the licence is 
granted, following the adoption of 
the plan. prior to this, the Department 
for Water will calculate the conversion 
volume for developed allocations. 
The Department for Water will then 
notify individual licensees of their 
calculated conversion volume and 
how it was derived. This may not be 
the final allocation. The sa MDB nrM 
Board and the Department for Water 
will aim to notify licence holders of 
their final allocation prior to the 
start of the water use year, to enable 
irrigators to make well-informed 
business decisions on crop plantings.
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HOW much will my volumetric 
conversion volume be varied?

each management area and individual 
irrigator will face a different level 
of adjustment to volumetric water 
allocations compared to previous 
and current water use, depending 
upon the aaV for the respective 
management area and the amount 
of development that has occurred 
collectively for that management area. 

The impact will vary per individual 
licence. some licensees may find 
there is minimal variation in their 
final allocation from average use. 
Dependent upon management 
practices and seasonal planting/
watering times, others may find 
there is a significant variation from 
average use during the assessment 
period (1 July 2004 – 30 June 2009).

3. Other authorisations / licences

Drought alleviation: a small number 
of drought alleviation licences remain 
in the Mallee pWa. These types of 
allocations are no longer available for 
allocation. The current licences will 
be converted to volume (if they have 
not already been converted) for the 
purpose of irrigation and the policies 
and conditions from the draft plan will 
apply to these licences in the future 
(see principle 32 of the draft plan). 

Sand mining authorisation: at the 
time of preparing this information, 
the future of the sand mining 
authorisation had not been finalised. 
currently the sand mine at Mindarie 
has an authorisation to use water. an 
authorisation is not a licence, is not 
tradable, and sits outside the paV. 
if sand mining operations were to 
continue, the current authorisation 
would be reassessed and a licence 
issued and allocated within the aaV 
of the management area (see section 
5.3.1 of the draft plan).

The sand mining company is an 
existing user in the boundary 
expansion area. The reasonable needs 
as an existing user will be assessed 
and a licence issued (following the 
adoption of the plan).

WHere can i Take MY 
allocaTion froM?

in order to allow local impacts on 
other users and the environment to 
be assessed and minimised, a water 
allocation can only be taken from the 
management area, the aquifer and 
the wells as specified on the licence. 
all wells used for the purpose of the 
licence need to be specified on the 
licence. additional wells can be added 
to the licence, on application to the 
Department for Water and subject to 
section 7 of the draft plan.

can i Transfer MY 
WaTer licence anD/or 
allocaTion?

Water licences and allocations are 
assets that are separate from land. 
allocations can be transferred to 
other management areas or licence 
holders subject to section 6.1 of 
the draft plan and the approval of 
the Minister for environment and 
conservation. a transfer is generally 
assessed as if it was a new allocation, 
except if the transfer is of the whole 
licence together with the sale of a 
property (see principles 47 of the 
draft plan). any private arrangements 
for payment of transferred water 
allocations and licences are not 
managed by the draft plan.

HoW can i geT an 
allocaTion?

Where there is water available for 
allocation (see section 5 of the draft 
plan), applications for new allocations 
can be made to the Minister for 
environment and conservation. new 
allocations will only become available 
once the plan is adopted and will be 
subject to the policies in the plan. 
The allocation and licensing process is 
administered by the Department for 
Water; for more information contact 
the Department’s Berri office on (08) 
8595 2053. under the draft plan, 
payment will be required for new 
allocations. 

 

The impact will vary 
per individual licence. 
Some licensees may 
find there is minimal 
variation in their 
final allocation from 
average use. 
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SA MDB NRM Board prints all documents on recycled or renewable paper, using environmentally friendly printing practices.

WHaT is going To Be 
DiscusseD During puBlic 
consulTaTion?

The public consultation will include 
two public meetings. During these 
meetings, the sa MDB nrM Board 
and the Department for Water 
staff will explain the policies in the 
draft plan, including the volumetric 
conversion of area-based licences, 
transfer of allocations between 
management areas, monitoring of 
drawdowns, salinity and water use, 
well construction permit conditions, 
and allocation limits for the 
management areas. 

The separate process of issuing 
licences and water allocations to 
existing users will also be explained.

During public consultation, 
information will be provided on the 
water allocation process, how to 
access further information about 
the draft plan, and how to make 
a submission. 

HoW can i finD ouT 
More anD HaVe MY saY 
on THe DrafT plan?

There are three ways to hear more, 
ask questions or have your say. You 
can attend a public meeting, make an 
appointment with an sa MDB nrM 
Board staff member, or submit 
a written submission. 

You can come to a public meeting 
to hear a presentation about the 
draft plan and discuss the policies 
and science of the draft plan. 
public meetings will be held on:

•	 	Tuesday	23rd	November	2010	from	
4pm – 6pm at the Parilla Sports 
Centre; and

•	 	Thursday	25th	November	2010 
from 7pm – 9pm at the Karoonda 
Sports Centre

please register by telephoning the 
sa MDB nrM Board on (08) 8532 1432 
by friday 19th november 2010 if 
you would like to come to one of 
these meetings.

Individual appointments

You can also telephone the sa MDB 
nrM Board on (08) 8532 1432 to make 
an appointment to discuss the draft 
plan individually with Board staff at 
a suitable time and location.

Written submissions

Written submissions on the draft 
plan can be sent to:

cameron Welsh  
sa MDB nrM Board  
po Box 2343 
Murray Bridge sa 5253 
fax: 8531 1843 
email: 
wapfeedback@samdbnrm.sa.gov.au

The closing date for written 
submissions is Friday 14th January 
2011	at	5pm.

puBlic MeeTings

WHaT Happens nexT?

once the consultation period on the 
draft plan has closed, the sa MDB 
nrM Board will consider all of the 
responses received and finalise the 
draft plan. The sa MDB nrM Board 
will then forward the draft plan 
and the consultation responses to 
the Minister for environment and 
conservation for consideration, 
finalisation and adoption of the draft 
plan. it is anticipated that the draft 
plan will be adopted mid 2011.

Public meetings will be  
held on:

Tues	23rd	November	2010	
from 4pm – 6pm, Parilla 
Sports Centre; and

Thurs	25th	November	2010	
from 7pm – 9pm Karoonda 
Sports Centre


