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Fast facts 
Northern and Yorke landscape region 

Population: Approximately 150,000 | Major centres: Port Pirie, Gawler, Nuriootpa, Clare, Balaklava, 

Peterborough, Orroroo, Burra and Kadina | Total area: Approximately 38,500 square kilometres 

Traditional custodians: Narungga, Nukunu, Kaurna, Ngadjuri, and Peramangk nations 

Local Governments: District Council of Mount Remarkable, District Council of Orroroo Carrieton, 

District Council of Peterborough, Northern Areas Council, Regional Council of Goyder, Port Pirie 

Regional Council, District Council of Barunga West, Wakefield Regional Council, Clare and Gilbert 

Valleys Council, Adelaide Plains Council, Light Regional Council, The Barossa Council, Town of 

Gawler Council, Copper Coast Council, Yorke Peninsula Council  

Main industries: About 80% of the region is under agricultural cropping and grazing production, 

contributing a quarter of South Australia’s agricultural earnings. The region embraces the major 

Clare Valley and Barossa Valley wine producing areas, and supports significant mining and mineral 

processing activities, fishing, aquaculture, forestry, horticulture and tourism 

Environment and climate: Over 1,000 km of coastline and 15,500 km2 of marine areas, multiple 

 Protected Areas of native vegetation and wildlife across a wide range of ecosystems, and an 

 average annual rainfall of 250 – 600 mm 

Acknowledgement of Country  

The Narungga, Nukunu, Kaurna, Ngadjuri, and Peramangk people are the Traditional 

custodians of the Northern and Yorke region and have been for thousands of years.  

The Board acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners of Northern and Yorke. 

We acknowledge elders past and present, and we respect the relationship Aboriginal 

people have to Country.  

Aboriginal peoples’ oral histories and creation stories traverse the length and breadth 

of Australia’s lands and waters. These stories interconnect lands and waters with 

complex meaning and values and hold great cultural significance.  

We recognise and respect Aboriginal people’s ownership of their stories and that 

they hold rights and obligations to care for Country. The Board is committed to 

supporting Traditional Owners, Aboriginal people and Aboriginal organisations’ 

involvement in the management of lands, seas and waters. This includes recognising 

the relationship between Aboriginal culture and natural resources and incorporating 

Aboriginal knowledge of natural resources into decision-making. 

 



3 

 

 

Foreword 

On behalf of the Northern and Yorke Landscape Board (the Board),  

I am pleased to present the Landscape Plan 2021-26 for the region.

With the inception of the new 

Landscape SA Act in 2019, new 

boards were appointed across 

South Australia. They were 

each tasked with developing a 

new, simplified Landscape Plan 

concentrating on five priorities 

for the next five years. 

Our Board’s vision for the next five years is: A resilient 

and productive landscape that sustains a thriving 

community, environment and economy. 

Our Priorities are: Communities; Biodiversity; Water 

Management; Sustainable Agriculture; and Pest Plant and 

Animal Control. 

On reaching the decision for these priorities, we relied 

heavily on extensive consultation undertaken by the 

previous Natural Resources Management Board’s 

Community Action Planning (CAP) process which was 

conducted over a ten year time frame. CAP workshops 

have also been held in Gawler, Mallala, Kapunda and 

Tanunda, the new areas in the Northern and Yorke 

Region. As a board we will continue to use the CAP 

process for future consultation. 

As has always been the case, we cannot achieve our 

goals without the cooperation and participation of the 

community. Partnerships with Non-Government 

Organisations, Primary Producer Groups, Local 

Government and First Nations Groups are central to our 

priorities. We aim to work together to maximize the 

ecological, environmental, economic and social benefits 

for our region. 

The Board is also asked to finalise an amended Water 

Allocation Plan for the Barossa Valley Prescribed Water 

Resources Area, commence a Water Allocation Plan for 

the Baroota Prescribed Water Resources Area, and to 

review the current plan for the Clare Valley Prescribed 

Water Resources Area. Extensive consultation will take 

place during these processes. 

We look forward to working with the broader 

community towards significant progress in landscape 

management over the next five years. 

Caroline Schaefer 

Presiding Member 

Northern and Yorke Landscape Board

 

Minister’s endorsement 

I, Honourable David Speirs, Minister for Environment and Water, after taking into 

account and in accordance with the requirements of Section 50 of the Landscape 

South Australia Act 2019, hereby approve the Northern and Yorke Regional 

Landscape Plan for 2021-2026. 

 

David Speirs MP 

Minister for Environment and Water 
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Purpose of the plan 

Landscape management is about how all of us – individuals, 

communities, industry and government – work together to ensure that 

resources are used sustainably, and natural systems remain healthy. 

  

MERI PLAN:  

Monitoring Evaluation Reporting Improvement Plan  

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 Community Action Plans 

 Healthy Country Plans 

 N&Y Water Affecting Activities Control Policy 

 Water Allocation Plans 

 Council Strategic Plans 

 N&Y Coastal Management Action Plan 
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Vision, mission and values 
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Our regional landscape 

The region encompasses the Yorke Peninsula,  

Northern Mount Lofty Ranges, Southern Flinders  

Ranges and significant areas of Spencer Gulf  

and Gulf St Vincent.  

The landscapes of the region include plains, hills and  

rugged ranges, undisturbed bushland and native  

grasslands, extensive catchments, wetlands, coastal  

vistas and cliffs, mangrove forests, seagrass beds,  

and reefs.  

ASSET Regional condition* 

Marine ecosystems GOOD 

Coastal ecosystems FAIR 

Surface water POOR 

Groundwater FAIR 

Saline ecosystems FAIR 

Arid and temperate ranges 

ecosystems 

FAIR 

Temperate plains ecosystems POOR 

Soils  GOOD 

* Link to the Northern and Yorke Community Action Plans for 

more details about regional assets and conditions 

The Northern and Yorke landscape 

management region, including Council 

areas and First Nation communities. 

https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny/about-us/about-nrm/community-action-planning
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny/about-us/about-nrm/community-action-planning
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Engagement and partnership 

This plan recognises the diversity in landscapes, stakeholders and 

communities across the Northern and Yorke region.  

Extensive input into the development of strategic planning by regional communities has produced 

nine Community Action Plans (CAP) which identify their values and concerns, and priorities for 

action. The priorities identified in the CAP plans have been rolled up to a regional level and are the 

key driver of the Priorities (key areas of business), Focus areas (approach to achieve the desired 

change), and Actions for success (actions to achieve the desired change) in this Landscape Plan. 

Aboriginal people have cared for this region for millennia. The primary pathways for engagement, 

involvement and capacity building of Aboriginal communities within our region is through the 

Heathy Country Planning Program and the recently formed Northern and Yorke Landscape Board 

Aboriginal Engagement Committee, with First Nations representatives (Narungga, Nukunu, Ngadjuri, 

Kaurna and Peramangk).  

Strong regional partnerships with the Legatus Group (representing most Local Government Areas in 

the region), Town of Gawler, Regional Development Australia, Non-Government Organisations, 

agricultural groups and community groups are also essential. Collaboration with Local Government 

will facilitate larger scale regional outcomes. Ongoing partnerships with agricultural groups will 

continue to build upon the significant gains in sustainable agricultural production that have been 

achieved through their own initiative. Similarly, continued support provided to community groups 

will build upon the extensive previous work that they have done across the region.  

 

https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny/about-us/about-nrm/community-action-planning
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Source: South Australian Government Climate Change Action Plan 2021-2025 

Our strategic drivers 

The changing climate presents a number of challenges to the region. The 

Board is committed to working with our community to respond by 

supporting strategies for adapting to the changes, mitigating the impacts 

and increasing regional resilience. 

Climate 
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Priorities and focus areas 
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OUR GOAL: 

Collaborative land management practices that engage volunteers, 

community, schools, landholders, industries, Aboriginal groups, and  

local government. 
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OUR GOAL: 

Collaborative land management practices that protect ecosystems, native 

vegetation, threatened and listed species, Aboriginal significant sites, 

rivers and creeks, coasts and marine areas.  
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OUR GOAL: 

Collaborative land management practices that protect watercourses, 

permanent pools, water use, groundwater, cultural water, environmental 

flows, water-dependent ecosystems, river red gums, and saline wetlands 

and lakes.  
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OUR GOAL:  

Collaborative land management practices within grazing, cropping, 

viticultural, horticultural, and aquaculture enterprises that enhance soil, water 

and biodiversity value to build resilience in agricultural systems. 
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OUR GOAL:  

Collaborative land management practices that reduce economic 

(production, livestock, and management) and environmental (biodiversity, 

competition, predation, soil condition, and disease) impacts of pests. 
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With the exception of the Piping Shrike emblem,  

other material or devices protected by Aboriginal  

rights or a trademark, and subject to review by the  

Government of South Australia at all times, the content  

of this document is licensed under the Creative Commons  

Attribution 4.0 Licence. All other rights are reserved. 

http://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/

