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Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula 

Invasive predators and overabundant herbivores (native and introduced) continue to defy 

traditional management techniques.  The disruptions wrought by these species have a major 

impact on primary production, continue to degrade remnant bushland, and push populations 

of native species closer to extinction.   

Rewilding is a new and novel strategy that uses the reintroduction of key native animals to 

restore balance to modified landscapes, and reduce the levels of management required by 

conservation agencies and farmers.  Although a well-established methodology world-wide, 

rewilding remains an innovative concept in Australia, but one that has the potential to 

generate significant savings to both private and public expenditure. 

With extensive areas of high-quality remnant vegetation, southern Yorke Peninsula is 

recognized as a significant biodiversity hot spot.  However, the district has lost 95% of its 

native mammal fauna since settlement, primarily due to predation from foxes.  In addition to 

providing the ecological processes essential to the maintenance of native vegetation, many 

of these lost species provided key services to local agriculture.  

The Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula project seeks to build positive agricultural, 

biodiversity and economic outcomes across the peninsula.  The project is envisioned to be 

undertaken over a 20 year period, with the staged reintroduction of key native species to the 

landscape.  In the first 5 years, the project focusses on the establishment of self-sustaining 

populations of important native predators (red-tailed phascogale, barn owl) and soil 

engineers (woylies, southern brown bandicoots).  Subsequent species to be reintroduced in 

later stages of the project include several seed dispersing species (rodents) in year five, and 

the western quoll at year 10. 

The Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula project has evolved from 10 years Community Action 

Planning with key community members and stakeholder groups to identify the issues faced 

by southern Yorke Peninsula and develop projects that deliver cross-sector, triple-bottom-

line outcomes.  Over the next 20 years, the Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula initiative 

seeks to: 

 ensure the long-term conservation of local ecosystems,  

 provide a landscape-scale safe haven for some of Australia’s most threatened species, 

 reduce land management costs, 

 improve farm productivity, and  

 provide the basis for an international ecotourism market, with subsequent flow-on 
effects for the regional economy. 

Uniquely, the Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula project brings together the many facets of 

natural resource management under the one banner.   When the “rewilding” brand is peeled 



 
 

away, it reveals; (i) an integrated pest management program (using native species), (ii) a 

sustainable agriculture program (improved productivity, maintenance of no-till farming, 

reduced occurrence of livestock diseases), (iii) a habitat restoration program (reinstatement 

of ecological processes), (iv) a threatened species recovery program (brush-tailed bettong, 

red-tailed phascogale, western quoll), and (v) an economic renewal program (boosting local 

economies through increased farm productivity & tourism).  The project is also unique in the 

extensive planning, consultation & collaboration that has driven its inception and 

development, with the community at the core. 

 

Nature conservation 

The native vegetation associations on southern Yorke Peninsula are on a slow trajectory of 

decline, due to the absence of many of the essential ecological processes that underpin their 

existence.  Woylies and southern brown bandicoots are native soil engineers that create 

shallow diggings in the soil, in their search for food.  Although relatively small, both species 

can shift up to four tonnes of soil in a year.  This digging activity increases nutrient turnover 

within soils, improves water infiltration and soil moisture, spreads important mycorrhizal 

fungi across the landscape, and creates appropriate micro-habitat conditions for native plant 

seedlings. The restoration of these ecological processes will ensure the ongoing conservation 

of the important vegetation systems on SYP, and provide the required plasticity and resilience 

to respond to changing climatic conditions.   

The reinstatement of ecological processes on southern Yorke Peninsula will also produce 

significant beneficial outcomes for the peninsula’s threatened flora species, primarily through 

the enhancement of germination and recruitment rates within existing populations, and the 

dispersal of seed; Inland Green-comb Spider-orchid (Endangered), Goldsack’s Leek Orchid 

(Endangered), Silver daisy bush (Vulnerable), Bead Samphire (Vulnerable), Annual Candles 

(Vulnerable), Large-fruit Groundsel (Vulnerable), Winter Spider-orchid (Vulnerable), Silver 

Candles (Vulnerable). 

The maintenance of the condition of the remnant vegetation on southern Yorke Peninsula 

will also contribute to the sustainability of native insect pollinator populations, which may 

play a more prominent role in cropping systems when/if varroa mites establish in Australia 

and devastate honey bee populations. 

The Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula project builds on the successful Baiting for 

Biodiversity program that has been underway on the peninsula for the past five years 

(170,000 ha).  This program has delivered significant outcomes, including; a 30% increase in 

lambing percentages, the protection of threatened species populations (Hooded Plover, 

Malleefowl, Fairy Tern), and the re-appearance of Bush Stone-curlews, following a 40 year 

absence.   



 
 

While producing significant conservation outcomes, the Baiting for Biodiversity program is 

costly to run and provides only a stop-gap solution to the problem, due to the constant 

immigration of foxes into the baited area (as witnessed by all feral predator control 

programs).  To resolve this issue, and drive long-term cost efficiencies, the construction of a 

20 kilometre long predator exclusion fence across the peninsula, is proposed.  A three year 

intensive feral predator control program will complement the construction of the fence, 

followed by ongoing low intensity predator management.  

The construction of this fence would enable the establishment of a landscape-scale safe 

haven for threatened fauna species known to have once existed on the peninsula, including; 

Numbat (Endangered), Southern Brown Bandicoot (Endangered), Heath (Endangered), 

Western Barred Bandicoot (Endangered), Woylie (Endangered), Western Quoll (Vulnerable), 

Bilby (Vulnerable), Burrowing Bettong (Vulnerable), Banded hare wallaby (Vulnerable), Plains 

Mouse (Vulnerable), Red-tailed Phascogale (Vulnerable), Shark Bay Mouse (Vulnerable). 

 

Sustainable agriculture 

While recognised as one of Australia’s premium grain producing districts, Yorke Peninsula 

witnesses periodic plagues of house mice, which significantly impact on farm productivity and 

profitability.  The effective management of mouse populations in agricultural systems 

requires an integrated approach, focussing on the constant control of populations within both 

crop and adjacent vegetation refuges.  The Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula project aims 

to make a significant contribution to mouse control activities, through the reintroduction of 

the red-tailed phascogale and western quoll, and the augmentation of the peninsula’s 

resident barn owl population.  The diet of red-tailed phascogale can comprise up to 30% small 

mammals, although this is likely to be higher on southern Yorke Peninsula where mice are in 

abundance.  The management of mouse populations in native habitat will be further 

enhanced by the reintroduction of western quolls in year 10, whose diet can include 40%-70% 

small and medium sized mammals.  Barn owls feed predominantly on small rodents and many 

international studies have highlighted their success as agents of rodent control.  Increased 

predation by owls has been reported to reduce crop damage to <5% and increase production 

by 25%. The use of nest-boxes has proved successful in the rapid augmentation of barn owl 

populations. Barn owls prey on up to 2,000 mice per year, which at densities of one breeding 

pair per 100 ha, equates to the consumption of 3.5 million mice per year across southern 

Yorke Peninsula. 

To date, the sole focus of the Baiting for Biodiversity program has been to drive a reduction 

in fox numbers.  However, without the controlling effect of fox predation, the program incurs 

the risk of producing an increase in feral cat abundance.  Feral cats are increasingly being 

recognised as a major threat to native wildlife and have been strongly associated with the 



 
 

occurrence of wildlife and livestock disease.  Both Toxoplasmosis and Sarcosporidiosis can 

have significant impacts on livestock production, through increased rates of aborted lambs 

and the rejection of carcasses by abattoirs, respectively.  Losses of 13% in lambing 

percentages have been attributed to toxoplasmosis on Southern Yorke Peninsula. 

Additionally, the current fox control program has resulted in a 30% increase in lambing 

percentages, a productivity gain which could be compromised by the effects of Toxoplasmosis 

and Sarcosporidiosis, if feral cat numbers aren’t managed.  The Rewilding Southern Yorke 

Peninsula project aims to increase feral cat control activities on the peninsula, to produce 

both conservation and productivity outcomes. 

 

Ecotourism 

Like many regional areas, Yorke Peninsula is in slow demographic and economic decline. 

Notwithstanding, southern Yorke Peninsula remains a substantial tourism destination for 

South Australian visitors seeking authentic experiences in a natural environment.  Rewilding 

has significant appeal to the peninsula’s tourism industry because of the breadth of 

experiences that can be provided through interactions with wildlife.   

The construction of a fence across southern Yorke Peninsula will, in essence, create a 

landscape-scale open-range wildlife sanctuary, providing an additional “pull factor” attracting 

visitors to the district, and the opportunity for low-impact ecotourism ventures, with national 

and international appeal.  Increased visitation to southern Yorke Peninsula will bolster the 

demand for local services and provide resilience to the local economy.   

Part of the longer-term project plan is the establishment of the native species populations on 

Wardang Island Indigenous Protected Area (year 15), to act as breeding colonies for future 

reintroductions of animals to mainland southern Yorke Peninsula. This aligns with the 

aspirations of the Narungga Aboriginal Community to develop the island into an ecotourism 

venture. 

 

Community engagement 

The Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula project has evolved from 10 year’s Community Action 

Planning, undertaken collaboratively with the local community and aligned stakeholder 

organisations, with the intent of delivering cross-sector outcomes to the local community. 

Mindful of the need to gauge the level of community support for the project, an open 

invitation was placed with community groups on southern Yorke Peninsula to host a 



 
 

presentation on the project.  A total of nine groups responded to the invitation, and 

presentations were made between September 2016 and July 2017. 
 

Community group Meeting date Number attending 

Yorke Peninsula Council 15-09-2016 10 

Yorke Peninsula Tourism Board October 2016 6 

Ardrossan Progress Association 10-01-2017 8 

Corny Point Progress Association 25-01-2017 8 

Narrunga Corporation 13-02-2017 2 

Stansbury Progress Association 13-02-2017 10 

Yorke Peninsula Alkaline Soils Group 23-03-2017 25 

Formby Bay Environmental Action Group 25-05-2017 10 

Southern Yorke Peninsula Landcare Group 05-07-2017 14 

 

Cognisant that those groups who requested a presentation did so because they were 

interested in the project, and/or were likely to support the concept, a series of targeted 

workshops were held with landholders along each of the proposed predator management 

fence lines (Stage 1 – Sturt Bay Road; Stage 2 – Cutline Road).  Landholders with property 

adjacent to the proposed fences were contacted individually by phone, and with a follow-up 

mail or email invite to the meeting. Participants were sent an SMS reminder of the meeting 

on the day before. The majority of invitees attended the Sturt Bay road meeting, but a lower 

proportion of invitees were present at the Cutline Rd meeting. 
 

Targeted stakeholder groups Meeting Date Number attending 

Cutline Road landholders 28-08-2017 10 

Sturt Bay Road landholders 14-09-2017 19 

 

To ensure that the engagement process was as inclusive as possible, an additional four 

community meetings were held in October 2017. All residents and landowners on southern 

Yorke Peninsula received a meeting invitation in their post office boxes, followed by a mail-

out to approximately 350 – 400 residents.  The meetings were also advertised in the Yorke 

Peninsula Country Times newspaper, and a post placed on the Natural Resources Northern 

and Yorke Facebook Page.  A total of 89 participants attended these meetings. 
 

Public meeting location Meeting date Number attending 

Corny Point 13-10-2017 9 

Yorketown 14-10-2017 28 

Warooka 20-10-2017 24 

Marion Bay 21-10-2017 28 

 

At each of the 15 meetings, the context was set by indicating to the audience that the project 

was in the scoping phase, actively seeking the communities’ input and opinion on its feasibility 

and appropriateness.  Following on, an overview was provided on the background and context 



 
 

of the project, and the potential benefits to the environment, agriculture and the local 

economy highlighted.  The meetings actively sought input and feedback from the attendees. 

 
 

Community opinion 

Questions and comments from meeting participants (both during the events and through 

feedback forms returned by mail) were used to gauge community support for the rewilding 

project. Attendees who voiced no concerns were assumed to be supportive of the project. 

Based on the tone and content of questions or concerns raised, participants displaying 

scepticism of the project were categorised as either opposed or unsure/questioning.  

Of a total of 211 participants attending the various meetings, of which 88% were supportive 

of the Rewilding Southern Yorke Peninsula project, 7% were opposed, and 5% were 

unsure/questioning.  Numbers of participants in each category for each individual meeting 

are shown below. 

 

 
 
 
Significant interest was shown by many farmers on the potential of incorporating increased 

predation pressure, particularly by barn owls, in their on-farm pest management strategies. 

In contrast, one farmer indicated that he preferred foxes and cats in the environment, to 

control his house mouse populations. 

Many farmers whose properties were at the northern end of the project footprint expressed 

an interest in having the fence moved further north, to encompass their lands.  A fence 



 
 

crossing the peninsula at Curramulka was often proposed, to align with the area where sheep 

husbandry becomes prominent and/or to improve ease of construction of the fence.  Several 

others wondered if a fence could be constructed at the top of the peninsula. 

Reasons for being opposed to the project were captured as: 

 concerns regarding the human (and working dog) safety of the 1080 baiting program, 

 the potential for the project to impose future restrictions on baiting and spraying, 

 fence maintenance costs, 

 populations of reintroduced species becoming over-abundant, 

 quolls being fierce and becoming a menace to the community, 

 concerns that quolls would attack lambs and calves, 

 reintroduced species pilfering crop seed, and 

 concerns that the cat management program would result in domestic cats being 

persecuted. 

Numerous farmers also had concerns about the risk to farm dogs from the use of 1080 poison.  

These concerns were raised by landholders either outside the current footprint of the Baiting 

for Biodiversity program, or were not participants in the program for this reason. 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Coupled with the reintroduction of the Red-tailed Phascogale and increased numbers of Barn 
Owls, the reintroduction of Western Quolls is expected to have a significant impact on rabbit 
and mice abundance. 
 
Q: Will Western Quolls attack sheep or poultry? 
A: Although they may scavenge on dead sheep and lambs, Western Quolls are not known to 
prey on sheep. Being the size of a domestic cat, Quolls generally feed on animals up to the 
size of rabbits, including; mice, birds, lizards and smaller mammals. Quolls may prey on 
domestic chickens, but since foxes will still exist in the landscape (albeit at a reduced density) 
chicken coops will still be required. 
 
Q: How will the reintroduced small mammals survive if Quolls are also reintroduced? 
A: Rewilding Yorke Peninsula is envisaged as a twenty year project, with the various 
reintroductions staged along the way. The reintroduction of Western Quolls is not scheduled 
to occur until year ten, allowing plenty of time to successfully establish populations of the 
smaller species. Although the project seeks to significantly reduce mouse numbers, they will 
always exist in the landscape. This background abundance of mice will continue to outnumber 
any native species reintroduced, and provide the main food source for the quolls. 
 
 



 
 

Q: Are any of the reintroduced species likely to become a problem in the long term? 
A: The intent of the Rewilding Yorke Peninsula project is to establish a self-managing 
ecosystem (albeit highly modified by the agricultural nature of the landscape), where the 
various interactions between the species act to regulate each other’s populations. For 
example, predation by Western Quolls will limit how large the populations of Brush-tailed 
Bettong, Southern Brown Bandicoot, and Red-tailed Phascogale can get. As a higher order 
predator, the population of Western Quolls will be self-limiting, based on the defence of 
territories by females. A self-managing ecosystem can be achieved due to the large size of the 
project area; initially 140,000 ha, expanding to 170,000 ha in future years. The abundance of 
the various species will be closely monitored through time. 
 
The Rewilding Yorke Peninsula project seeks to expand the resident population of Barn Owls 
on the peninsula, to aid in the control of mouse numbers. With a family of owls consuming up 
to 3,000 mice each year and a potential density of one family/100 hectares, owls could 
contribute to a reduction in mouse numbers by 3,000,000 each year. 
 
Q: Would Barn Owls be susceptible to secondary poisoning through the consumption of 
poisoned mice, following the current practice of using zinc phosphide baits to control mice 
in crops? 
A: Barn Owls tend to only consume live prey, making it unlikely that they would ingest poison 
contained in the tissues of dead mice. Owls may ingest poison through the consumption of 
mice that are in the process of dying, however the occurrence would be low as owls search 
for their prey across open habitats, while the application of baits occurs in spring (before 
crops flower) when the crops provide sufficient cover for the mice to evade detection. 
 
The Rewilding Yorke Peninsula project builds upon the Baiting for Biodiversity community fox 
control program, which has been underway across the foot of Yorke Peninsula since 2010. To 
reduce the ongoing costs of this program, the construction of a “leaky” fence is planned across 
the peninsula, to minimise the ongoing movement of foxes and feral cats onto the foot. By 
fencing off the foot, the program would be creating Australia’s largest open-range wildlife 
sanctuary. 
 
Q: Are there any significant risks to human health from the ongoing baiting program? 
A: The Baiting for Biodiversity program currently uses 1080 baits to control fox numbers 
across the foot of the peninsula. 1080 is a highly target specific poison that is particularly 
effective when used on Canids (foxes and dogs) and cats. Fox baits carry a 3mg dose of 1080, 
which is lethal to foxes, cats and dogs.  In contrast, humans have a higher tolerance of the 
1080 poison.  An average adult (85kg) would need to consume more than 50 baits and an 
average toddler (15kg) 10 baits before lethal effects occurred. To further reduce the risk of 
humans (and non-target wildlife species) encountering baits, baits are buried away from 
dwellings and spaced 0.5 km apart. 
 
Q: What is the risk of 1080 building up in the environment? 
A: The 1080 compound is rapidly broken down into harmless compounds on contact with soil 
and water, and does not build up within the environment. 
 
 



 
 

Q: Are farm dogs at risk from 1080 poisoning? 
A: Yes. Domestic dogs have the same level of susceptibility to 1080 poison as foxes, cats and 
wild dogs. This risk is currently managed in the Baiting for Biodiversity program through the 
kennelling of dogs while the baits are in the paddock. However, it is anticipated that baits will 
need to be left permanently in place along the proposed fence line. There are several options 
available to reduce the risk of accidental poisoning of farm dogs; (i) the muzzling of dogs when 
in the fenced paddocks, and (ii) the possible future use of the PAPP poison, for which an 
antidote is available. 
 
Q: If the project seeks to establish a large-scale wildlife sanctuary, what are the implications 
for pet dogs and cats within the sanctuary? 
A: The establishment of a wildlife sanctuary across southern Yorke Peninsula will have no 
impact on pet dogs and cats. There is no intention to convert the district into part of the 
National Park estate and the community will be free to continue to own pets. Education and 
communication strategies to encourage responsible pet cat ownership have potential to be 
implemented in the region as part of the project. 
 
Q: Who will build, maintain and pay for the fence? 
A: The fence will be built and paid for by the consortium of organisations involved in the 
Naturally Yorke program. Funds to undertake the Rewilding Yorke Peninsula project will be 
sought from a variety of sources, including government, industry and philanthropic 
organisations. Numerous solutions for the maintenance of the fence are currently being 
discussed and may vary, dependent on the location of sections of the fence. Options include; 
governmental support, volunteer groups and/or supportive landholders. Old fences may be 
rebuilt or repaired before mesh is applied.  Once the value of the fence to the peninsula’s 
farming and tourism industries has been demonstrated, it is anticipated that the community 
will ensure its upkeep. 
 
Q: I can see the benefits of the project to my farm business, but my property lies outside of 
the proposed fence. Can the fence be shifted northwards? 
A: There are several opportunities for increasing the amount of land within the project area. 
The initial scope of the project is to construct the fence along Sturt Bay Road (in line with 
Warooka).  However, consideration is also being given to the construction of a second fence 
(in 10 years’ time) along Cutline Road (Hardwicke Bay to Stansbury). The proposed location 
of these fences was based on the maximum area of land over which it is thought feasible to 
significantly reduce fox and cat abundance, at any one time. The sequence of fencing provides 
a “rolling front” behind which fox and cat numbers are reduced. Following this logic, a third 
fence could be placed further to the north in coming years. Several landholders have 
suggested that a fence cutting across the peninsula around Curramulka would be a good 
thing; i.e. where livestock numbers begin to increase. 
 
Q: How will the fence affect existing native wildlife? Will a fence guide kangaroos towards 
roads and increase the risk of vehicle accidents? 
A: All wildlife would be able to pass through gaps in the fence where the roads are, and 
kangaroos would be able to jump over a standard height fence. However, the fence will be 
closely monitored upon erection to determine how different species navigate around the 
fence. 



 
 

 

Policy alignment 

 

Policy Document Relevant sub-section(s) Details 

Australian Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper 

4A. Clear, farmer-oriented priorities to target rural RD&E 

 to improve understanding and evidence of pest and disease pathways 
to help direct biosecurity resources to their best uses, minimising 
biosecurity threats and improving market access for primary 
producers 

 soil, water and managing natural resources, to manage soil health, 
improve water use efficiency and certainty of supply, sustainably 
develop new production areas and improve resilience to climate 
events and impacts. 

4C. Sustainable resource management by farmers 

 undertaking landscape scale conservation (including management of 
native vegetation), 

 improving pest and disease management (including management of 
feral animals), 

 minimising the cost of pests, diseases and weeds. 

Our Place, Our Future: State Natural Resources 
Management Plan South Australia 2012 – 2017 

1.  Ensure people are better informed and improve capacity in NRM decision making. 

5.  All NRM planning and investment decisions take into account ecological, social and production considerations. 

6.  Maintain the productive capacity of our natural resources. 

7.  Improve soil and land condition. 

12.  Improve the conservation status of species and ecological communities. 

13.  Limit the establishment of pests and diseases and reduce the impacts of existing pests. 

South Australian Natural Resources Management 
Investment Strategy 2016 

1. South Australians attain greater prosperity and wellbeing 
from our clean and productive environment. 

•       Farming systems and natural systems - Supporting the co-
dependence between farming systems and natural systems. 

4. South Australians gain more value from natural and 
human systems by better controlling weeds and pest 
animals.   

6. High-value natural assets are protected through 
integrated approaches to managing whole landscapes. 

•       Re-wilding 

•       Managing over-abundant species 



 
 

South Australia is the place where people and business 
thrive: Economic Priorities 

Priority 2 ‘Premium Food and Wine Produced in our Clean Environment and Exported to the World’ 

Nature like nowhere else: An Action Plan for the 
Activation of South Australia’s Nature-based Tourism 
Sector 

2.4 Continue to support the resilience of regional communities that are adapting to changing economic circumstances through investment 
in emerging nature-based tourism opportunities. 

5.2 Provide ongoing support to Traditional Owners and regional communities to help develop nature-based tourism experiences. 

National Threatened Species Strategy 2015 

1. Tackling feral cats and their impacts 

 Undertake cat management across 10 million hectares, using the best 
techniques for each location. 

 2 million feral cats culled at the national level. 

2. Safe havens for species most at risk  building fenced areas 

3. Improving habitat  invasive species control 

20 mammals by 2020 (Woylie) 
20 birds by 2020 (Malleefowl, Hooded Plover) 

 captive breeding 

 translocations 

 native predator reintroduction  

No Species Loss: A Nature Conservation Strategy for 
South Australia 2007–2017 

Goal I – Conservation of South Australia’s biodiversity. 

Goal 2 – Community ownership and stewardship for biodiversity. 

Goal 3 – Ecological knowledge that can influence decision making. 

Goal 4 – Adjustment to the impacts of climate change. 

Goal 5 – Active and integrated natural resources management partnerships. 

Draft Northern & Yorke Regional NRM Plan 2018-2028 

1A.3 Support landscape approach to terrestrial and aquatic pest animal and weed management. 

2B.5 Undertake targeted and coordinated control of predators to derive complementary outcomes for biodiversity conservation and 
agricultural production. 

2B.6 Reintroduce keystone species to restore functionality. 

3A.8 Increase knowledge and awareness of native plant and animal services to production and how these can be protected and enhanced. 

3B.4 Increase active management of pest plant and predator impacts. 

Southern Yorke Peninsula Biodiversity Community 
Action Plan 

By 2030, secure the long term viability of remaining small mammal species and successfully reintroduce locally extinct species that restore 
a key ecosystem function. 



 
 

Australian Pest Animal Strategy 2017–2027 

Goal 2. Minimise the impact of established pest animals 

2.1 develop and implement national action and coordination plans for 
species prioritised as nationally significant 

2.2 continue to develop and improve best practice management methods 
and increase overall adoption of these practices among landholders. 

2.3 increase participation in coordinated management approaches across a 
range of scales and land tenures. 

Goal 3. Improve leadership and coordination for the 
management of pest animals 

3.1 develop the knowledge, capacity and commitment of stakeholders to 
take responsibility for pest animal management 

National RD&E Priorities for Invasive Plants and 
Animals 2016-2020 

6.  Develop integrated management strategies for priority pests, weeds and diseases, including biological control. 

National Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by Feral 
Cats 

Action 1.3 Continue research into understanding interactions between feral cats and other predators: (i) in different landscapes; and (ii) 
any potential beneficial/perverse outcomes if other predator populations are modified. 

Action 1.7 Research into other control and monitoring technologies and enhancing available technology. 

Action 2.1 Understand motivations and provide incentives for land managers to include feral cat management into standard land 
management for biodiversity outcomes. 

Action 2.2 Provide information, in various media and through training, on best practice methods and standard operating procedures for 
controlling and monitoring feral cats. 

Action 4.2 Promote to and seek engagement of the community in: an understanding of the threat to biodiversity posed by cats and 
support for their management; an understanding of the transitions between domestic, stray and feral cats, and the need for responsible 
ownership.  

National Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by the 
European Red Fox 2008 

Objective 1: Prevent foxes occupying new areas in Australia and eradicate foxes from high-conservation-value ‘islands’. 

Objective 2: Promote the maintenance and recovery of native species and ecological communities that are affected by fox predation. 

Objective 4: Improve the effectiveness, target specificity, integration and humaneness of control options for foxes. 

National Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and 
Land Degradation by Rabbits 2016 

1.2 Continue to develop and implement cost effective and coordinated management programs across all land tenures, including urban 
areas. 

2.3 Continue research into understanding the contribution of rabbits to the diet and abundance of native species. 

3.2 Continue research to maximise the effectiveness of existing biocontrol tools and investigate new biocontrol agents or other novel 
control tools. 

3.6 Conduct pre and post monitoring to determine success of biocontrol releases across a range of landscapes. 

National Threat Abatement Plan to Reduce the 
Impacts of Exotic Rodents on Biodiversity on Australian 
Offshore Islands 2009 

2.6 Eradicate or control other pests on islands from which rodents are to be eradicated. 

5.2 Actively consult with traditional owners of islands. 



 
 

Wardang Island Indigenous Protected Area Plan of 
Management 

3. We want to make sure our plants and animals are healthy 
and remain part of our culture, stories and Country. 

•       Employ Wardang Island for the breeding and reintroduction of 
regionally threatened or locally extinct mammals and reptiles. 

5. Allow visitors to share our Country in a way that respects 
our culture, sacred sites and Country. 

•       Investigate the possibility of having camping/eco-cabins within the 
IPA. 

National Recovery Plan for the Woylie (Bettongia 
penicillata ogilbyi) 2012 

Recovery Action 2: Minimise predation by introduced foxes and cats at priority sites. 

Recovery Action 6: Undertake targeted translocations as re-introductions (and as introductions where necessary) to achieve an enhanced 
conservation status for the species. 

South Australian Recovery Plan for the Hooded Plover 
(Thinornis rubricollis) 2006 

Threat Abatement Objective 4.3: Implement and monitor control programs for foxes near Hooded Plover breeding sites, noting that foxes 
may be the sole major threat in remote areas. 

Threat Abatement Objective 4.4: Trends in relative abundance of Hooded Plovers are monitored every year and analysed, and new 
information is incorporated into management strategies. 

National Recovery Plan for Malleefowl (Leipoa 
ocellata) 2007 

Recovery Action 4.2: Reduce fox numbers in small and isolated habitat remnants where Malleefowl densities have declined and fox 
predation is a likely explanation for such declines. 

Recovery Action 4.3: Reduce fox numbers in large areas of native habitat where Malleefowl densities have declined and fox predation is a 
likely explanation for such declines 

Recovery Action 9.3: Undertake effective fox control at two monitoring sites in each state over a period of five years and evaluate the 
benefits of this on Malleefowl breeding numbers using appropriate experimental design. 

Conservation Advice Numenius madagascariensis 
Eastern Curlew 2015 

Conservation and Management Action 4: Maintain and improve protection of roosting and feeding sites in Australia. 

Conservation and Management Action 6. Manage important sites to identify, control and reduce the spread of invasive species. 

National Recovery Plan for the Plains-wanderer 
(Pedionomus torquatus) 2016 

Recovery Action 4d: Develop and implement feral species control programs. 

Declared Animal Policy under the Natural Resources Management Act 2004 - House Mouse (Mus musculus). 

Policy on Rabbits In South Australia 2005 

 


