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OUTBACK
ACROSS THE

Trial release returns 
SA-extinct Western Quoll 
to the Flinders Ranges
Thirty-seven Western Quolls – 17 males and 20 females – 
were translocated from their home in Western Australia 
to the Flinders Ranges during April as part of an ambitious 
trial aimed at improving the species’ conservation status.
Last seen in the Flinders Ranges during 
the 1880s, the Western Quoll is a small 
Australian native carnivorous marsupial 
which once thrived across 80 per cent of 
the Australian continent. 

Prior to the April Flinders Ranges 
translocation, the nation’s Western Quoll 
population could only be found in south-
west Western Australia where the remnants 
of the species have been successfully 
managed and expanded by the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife.

The project builds on the success of the 
Department of Environment, Water and 
Natural Resources’ (DEWNR) Bounceback 
program which has actively undertaken land 
management activities including integrated 
pest control work to remove the threat of 
predation and competition from foxes. 

In Western Australia, quolls co-exist in 
fox-free habitats with feral cats, and their 
natural survival instincts are expected to 
give them a fighting chance if and when 
they encounter cats in the wild.

However, to maximise the chances of 
survival in the Flinders Ranges, short-term 
control of feral cats within the release 
area was undertaken in preparation for 
the re-introduction trial to give the quolls 
an opportunity to establish shelters and 
territories unimpeded from cat predation. 

Expected to bring ecological and tourism 
benefits to the Flinders Ranges, the Western 
Quoll also has great cultural significance for 
the Adnyamathanha people, for whom the 
quoll (Idnya) is a totem and an integral part 
of their Dreaming. 

Continued on page 06…
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…continued from page 01

There is cautious optimism that the quolls 
will breed and make their populations self-
sustaining; however, some mortalities are 
anticipated as the animals adapt to their 
new habitat.

Since their release, the quolls’ survival 
rates and well-being have been actively 
monitored by radio tracking individuals. 
Once the re-introduced quolls have 
established themselves in their new habitat, 
trapping will be undertaken to assess their 
condition and breeding status.

The quolls will take a while to settle in 
and any decision to proceed with further 
introductions will follow careful monitoring 
of the quolls’ health and an evaluation of the 
trial’s success. 

DO YOU HAVE RECORDS OF WESTERN QUOLLS IN YOUR FAMILY HISTORY?

Land managers who have records of 
Western Quolls, or other native species, 
in their station diaries are encouraged 
to contact Dr David Peacock.

Dr Peacock and his Western Australian 
colleague, Dr Ian Abbott, have spent 
hundreds of hours collecting historical 
accounts of quolls or “native cats”. 

Many of these accounts have come 
from newspapers that have been 
digitised by Australian libraries but 
many others have come from old 
station diaries and family histories. 

Their research highlights the capacity 
of quolls to predate rabbits, and found 
many interesting accounts of their 
interaction with cats and dogs, and 
their persecution by people, especially 
for the fur trade, with almost 19,000 

skins being offered for sale at the 
London fur markets in 1903.

This account of a quoll (or native 
cat as they are sometimes called) 
was from George Macgillivray who 
was describing his travels with his 
Aboriginal companion Jerry in the 
Burke district of Queensland. It is 
thought that this part of his journey 
was around Montecollina Homestead 
on the Strzelecki Track.

On 23 December 1870… I noticed 
several crows and hawks diving and 
dabbing at something on the flooded 
ground, and turned off to see what  
it was.

I found it was a native cat, which they 
had killed, and had the head and 
shoulders eaten off it.

The back and hind quarters still 
remained so I picked it up and brought 
it carefully to camp, and felt rather 
proud to show Jerry that I could get 
something towards our tucker supplies.

I found that he had returned to camp 
and had already cooked four small 
hawks which he got in a nest, and two 
owls and a small goanna.

The latter he offered to give me for 
the remains of the cat, which I at once 
agreed to, and we very soon had 
partaken of a tip top breakfast.

Barrier Miner 18.xii.1929: 2

 If you think you have information 
that can help, contact Dr Peacock 
david.peacock@sa.gov.au;  
0417 355 498.

The partners…
Through the 21-year Bounceback program, 
DEWNR and collaborators have been 
controlling foxes and goats protecting 
the habitat in the Flinders Ranges that is 
needed for the quoll’s long term survival.

The Foundation for Australia’s Most 
Endangered species (FAME) is leading the 
drive to raise approximately $1.7 million 
over a five year period that will support the 
recovery of the species.

Western Australia’s Department of Parks 
and Wildlife has donated the Western 
Quolls from their conservation parks.

Thanks to the many donors, land managers 
and partners of Bounceback for their 
support for this project.

The Adnyamathanha people, including 
Adnyamathanha Traditional Lands 
Association Chairperson, Vince Coulthard 
welcomed the first quolls back to the region 
through a traditional blessing ceremony.

Dr David Peacock (centre), who initially 
conceived the quoll translocation project, 
proudly accompanied the quolls from 
Western Australia to the Flinders Ranges. 
Here, he is accompanied by Kelly Rayner and 
Brent Johnson (Department of Parks and 
Wildlife, Western Australia).

Rob Brandle and 
Katherine Moseby 
at the blessing 
ceremony.
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About the Western Quoll 
The Western Quoll is a small reddish-grey coloured carnivorous marsupial with white 
spots on its body and legs. The male has an average weight of 1300 grams and the female 
weighs around 900 grams. They make their homes in hollow logs, cracks and tunnels 
under rocks, tree hollows and other animal burrows. 
They are mostly nocturnal, becoming 
quite active at dusk and before dawn 
although occasionally they may be seen 
during the day in forest environments or 
when climbing trees to forage or escape 
predators.

Their diet is varied but mainly 
consists of invertebrates, small 
mammals up to rabbit size, lizards 
and frogs. 

The Western Quoll’s place at the top of 
the native food chain may have a positive 
impact on reducing populations of small 
pest animals (mice, rats and young rabbits) 
if their re-introduction is successful. 

Their survival will be an indicator of 
environmental quality as they will only 
endure in a healthy environment that can 
support a viable food chain during dry 
conditions.

The female Western Quoll breeds in its first 
year, with very few older animals breeding 
again, and they can raise up to six joeys in 
their pouch. 

Young quolls are weaned in around five and 
a half months and their life span in the wild 
is mostly less than three years.

The Western Quoll is threatened mainly 
by habitat degradation and foxes and 
they occupy home ranges of around 1500 
hectares for males and 400 hectares for 
females. Although adult females home 
ranges do not overlap some mothers and 
daughters may overlap in their home 
ranges. 

Western Quoll

MAKE A DONATION

Donations to support the return of the Western Quoll to the Flinders Ranges 
are encouraged. Visit www.fame.org.au for more information.

SEE US ON LANDLINE

ABC TV’s Landline was on location in the Flinders Ranges to film the 
excitement of the first translocation of quolls and their arrival from Western 
Australia; if you missed this neat little story you can view it here  
www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2014/s3992629.htm 

IF YOU SEE A QUOLL…
The release area for the initial 
population of the Western Quoll 
was confined to the Wilpena area 
and it is highly unlikely that they 
will be visible during daylight 
hours.

However, if you do see one in the 
wild please give it some space and 
watch from a distance so that it 
does not become stressed.

It is expected that the re-
introduced animals will take a 
while to settle in and the success 
of the translocated animals in 
making their home in the Flinders 
Ranges won’t be known for 
several years.

STAY INFORMED
To receive a monthly email update 
on the quolls’ progress please send 
an email to SAAridlands@sa.gov.au 

with the subject ‘Quoll update’.

http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2014/s3992629.htm

