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Integrated Pest Management Action on
Kangaroo Island

Images: slug, lucerne flea - IPM Technologies; redheaded cockchafer - South Australian Research
and Development Institute; diamondback moth - Sustainable Pulse; red legged earthmite - Grains
Research and Development Corporation; heliothis - The Land.

This Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Action Plan, was developed in partnership with Dr Paul
Horne and Rebecca Addison, to help Kangaroo Island farmers manage insect pests in broadacre
crops using a practical, paddock-based approach. IPM focuses first on understanding pest
lifecycles and supporting the natural enemies—beneficial insects—that keep pests in check.
Cultural controls like crop rotation, stubble management, and timing of sowing are key tools in
preventing pest build-up.

The Action Plan guides landholders to monitor pests and beneficials regularly, act only when
necessary, and use selective chemical controls only as a last resort. By working with biology, not
against it, farmers can reduce input costs, support soil and plant health, and build more resilient
cropping systems. View the Action Plan below to start putting IPM into practice on your farm.

IPM Action Plan

Generated from https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ki/land-and-farming/land-management-support/integrated-pest-
management/integrated-pest-management-action-on-kangaroo-island on 17 September 2026




Pest

Redlegged earth mite/
Blue oat mite

Beneficial

Predatory mites
Predatory beetles
(Rove beetles, carabids; anthicids)

Cultural

Nutritional balance

Weed control (Capeweed)
Mixed species pasture

Pesticide

Seed dressing
LeMat
Synthetic Pyrethroid Insecticides (SPs)

Lucerne flea Snout mites As above As above
Diamondback moth Diadegma wasps Control brassica weeds; Dipel; XenTari
(DBM) Damsel bugs Nectar source Exirel

(SuccessNeo; Warlock)
Redheaded cockchafer |Carabids Grazing management (Sept)

Blackheaded cockchafer

Carabids

Grazing management (summer)

SPs (Spot spray)

Summer weed management

Cutworms Wasps Weed management (keep it low) |As for Diamondback moth
Armyworms Predatory bugs
Predatory beetles
Predatory earwigs
Heliothis Wasps Vivus
Predatory bugs And as for Diamondback moth
Predatory beetles
Predatory earwigs
Grasshoppers - ? Calcium/ Magnesium balance |Baits
Crickets SPs
Slugs Carabids (slugs) Intensive grazing Baits
Snails Reduce cloddy ground
Burning?

Key: Green = Safe to beneficials; Red = toxic to key beneficials; Blue = toxic to some beneficials

More information

Cassandra Douglas-Hill

35 Dauncey Street Kingscote SA 5223
08 8553 2476
cassandra.douglas-hill@sa.gov.au
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